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CORRBSPONDENCE expect n grant of equalization in lumber rates and a

passenger rate of say two cents per wmile. loping to
Lenesare anvue § from our readers on matters of practical and timely  hear from others who are equally interested,
tagesedt 10 the fumber trades.  To secure wsertion all communications I i ! Iy
w umed wath name and address of writer, not_tiecessarily for am, )ours“lsl:u Yy, W
HIPPER.

e accom, "
;:gl(‘m’rn '{'hc puthishier will not hiold husself respanstble for opinions

DISCRIMINATION AGAINST THE HARD-

WOOD TRADE.

Hgpworth, ONT., Jan. gth, 1899.
To the Editor of the CANADA LUMBRRMAN ¢
pear Emtor, -1 was pleased to notice in your Janu.
aber that a brother Jumberman had taken up the
question of freiyght discrimination aganst hardwoods, and
alsa to read in 4 previous issuc your editorial on the rame
wbject.  There are thice comjmons. most unjust ones,
thatso longg s they exist will deter lumbermen from
operating i hardwood forests, when anything else is
available.  The first is the most unaccountable, viz., the
dcrimination m freight charges. The second is the
extremely bard inspection ou export stock, and the thied
s the faulty nature of hardwood, which results in at least
15 per cent woing to the wood-pite. You are not allowed
to ~hip it ats low grade lumber ‘wx_lh pne or other culls
without bemyr charged the discriminiory rate of freight.
For the benefit of your readers, among whom I trust
aresome railway officials, 1 will relate an experience of
my own that occurred about four years ago. That year
I had handled a very large stock of hardwood, my
lumber yard was in a very congested condition with the
culls and rejects from the stock, and 1 wanted the room
for new stock. 1 could not sell the culls and rejects ax
lumber for anything, so I applied to the railway people
for a reduced rate (the wood rate), offering 1o sell it as
wood, it bemng dry beech, maple and birch, 1 could not
get the reduction unless 1cut it to g4-ft. lengths, which
eatailed too much labor. A Buffalo dealer came my way
and [ skowed him over the piles and sold him seven cars,
fifed to their utmost capacity (no measurement being
made), for five dollars per car.  On this grade of lumber
the buyer had to pay 10 cents per 200 1bs. to Buffalo, as
agnmst $% ceats on good pine lumber,  Uader such con-
ditions as these, is it any wonder that the hardwood trade
is not what it ought 10 be?
Notwithstanding the strong demand tlere is for rock
cim lumber from local and foreign industries, 1 prefer
selling my timber to square timber men awd allow my
mills 10 stand idle rather than face the conditions above
mentoned.  Hardwood square umber, 1 understand, is
carned on a specially low rate to Toronto, where it is
rafied to seaport at Quebec.
Thaoking you in anticipation of giving space for 1he
above, I remain

an nutl

Yours respectfully,
¢ MANUFACTURER.”

OWEN SOUND, Jan. 1oth, 1899,
Editoe CAnvADY LUMBEKMIAN

Deag Str,—In the last monthly issue of the CaNApA
LUMBERNAN there appeared a latter from Owen Sound,
signed **Hardwood.” I am pleased to note that fricad
“Hardwood ™ has, with others, become interested in this
important matter, and hope our combined exerlions may
bring more quickly into cffect a uniformity of freight
ates, the lack of which has hitherto been the source of
s0 much annoyance among hardwood lumber dexlers
throughout Ountario.

It is, I believe, anacknowledged fact that our Canadian
rilroad companies make a specialty of dealingr more
unjustly with lumbermen than with other classes of people,
fornot enhv  do they discrimuinate unfairly wn hardwood
fresght ranes, but also in passenger rates 3 and it is most
urprising that managers of such corporations, whese
exstence depends so largely on lumbening operations,
should allow such a state of affurs to exit. Compare
the postion of the lumberman with that of the stock
dealer.  The freaght bill of the former exceeds annually
by go per cent. that of the stock dealer, yet the latter,
when shippingr 10 Toronto or Montrcal, as the case may
be, is presentied with free passage to destination, where
he completes his business, and is then granted return
pasage home at the rate of one cent per mile. Of
course, 10 offset thus, the railway companies may offer
as an explanation that in consequence of stock being
clasuified penishable, 1 is necessary for a man to accom-
pany the stock, so as 1o be on the ground 1o receive
same at desunidon. But is it not of vastly more im-
portance for the lumberman to accompany his consigne
ment, and s he not cntitled to equal or even greater
prvileges. having ~o much more money at stake. We
have to assume the responsibilinies of shortages or losses in
trnsportatia.., together with small margins and extreme
freight rates, and occasionally, if not frequently, we meet
with anscrupulous dealers, and are compelled in such
€ases to follow our lumber to its destination to secure
sctlement, and n event of such misfortune we are
allowed to travel at the rate of three cents per mile, or
mother words, we are granted the same privilege when
trateling as a person whose patronage to the railway
;z:p:my amounts to probably less than fifty cents in a
yéar.

While we do not ask for anything unrcasonable, yet we
feel that such discaminations are grossly dishonest, and
should udly important matters as mcentioned by your
corresponient ** Hardwood,” toguether with the above, be

fanely and mtelhigently submitted to the railway com-
panies, they should at once sce the ridiculous imposition
and offer some redress. 1 think we might reasonably

OWEN Soukrp, ONT., Jan. qth, 1899,
Editor « f1he CANADA Lusnixman:

Dear Str,—Even at the risk of appearing as il Owen
Souud lumbermen wish to monapolize you reading pages,
as they evidently do the advertising pages of your weekly,
the wriler must add a word of approval 1o ** Hardwood's"
letter in your January number,

To ouce fannhar wath the facts of the case, it is litle
less than astounding that the bardwood shippers and mill
men have borne such unjust discrimination so long, and
it argues poorly for the intelligence of the hardwood men
generally, when they fook for relief to the Pine Men's
Assactation.  The injustice that is being dosie us cian best
be stated by giving an example of how preseat rates
work. The writer being a bardwoord shipper, loads an
ordinary box car with maple lumber, average weight, 44
s, per foot, loading 9,000 feet; weight of car, 40,3500
bs ; rate to Buffalo, Tonawanda or Suspension Bridge,
for shipment east or elsewhere, 10 cents per 100 Ibs. §
cost of supping this car, $40.50 ; average cost per M,
$4.30.

My pine colleague loads a car ol pine for same point,
pultiny” on 10,000 feet 3 weight of same, 27,000 tbs. § rate
10 same points as above, 84 cents per 100 Ibs. § freight
on above, Sz2.27; average freight per M, $2.22, or
slightly less than half of what it costs us 1o ship hardwoods
to the same points. And remember that he railroads
performed exactly the same service in each case, and
even in casc of aceident or damage to the shipment, the
value of the pine shipment would undoubtedly be more
than the hardwood shipment.

The above needs, no comment, as it speaks for itsclf,
but now stirred by the protests of the hardwood men in
the assoctauoen, the pme men have interested themselves,
and yon remember the old saw, ** The mountain labored
and brought forth a mouse “ —they are t-ying to persuade
the railroads to lower the rate for export lumber, sane-

thing that will not benefit the average shipper an iota.

I am not blanung the pine men ; they understand thewr
busiess, and know that any change in rates would not
benefit them in any way, while, if they were equalized,
they would harm thewm, but what I am kicking at is for
batdwood men 10 entrust them with the daing of OLR OWN
business. 1 would suggest that a mecting be arranged
between all the hardwood men that can be got together
{even a few would suffice), to appoint some competent
man to stir up the shippers and aull men (for in these
days of fierce competition, what will help one will help
the other).  This can be done by correspondence, at little
cost, and the writer will gladly pay his share of the ex-
penses of the campaign.

Respectfully yours,
HARDWOOD SHIPPER,

PARKERSVILLE, ONT., Jan. gth, 1899,
Editor CANADA LustsgxsaN
DEeAR Sir,~I notice in your January number a leiter
from ** “Jardwood ™ Owen Sound, respecting the rate on
hardwood lumber. There should beno time lost in bring-
ing this to the notice of the railways, as a great number
of small mills ereoted for the purpose of manufacturing
hardwood have been forced into bankruptcy and idlencss
by the lagh frenght rate and low prices.  The aailways
should favor the small mills—they go back several miles
from the railway and work up timber that canrot be got
to market any other way. The price of maple and birch
has been from S10 1o $11 per M. f.o.b. cars for common
and better culls, of which there are about 309, not sale-
able. The contentions of the railway authorities that
nardwood lumber 15 more valuable than pine is quite ab-
surd, 1 hopeother mill men will make themsclves heard.
Yours truly,
W. PARKER.

—]

INVITATION TO THE HARDWOOD TRADE.
Cixcinsary, Onio, Jan. 13th, 1599,
Editor CANAGA LUBERMAN *

SiR, —1 desire 10 congratulate you upon your
able edite .al under the head of Valeable Lumber Asso.
ciations, in your issue of January, this year. [ also notice
that you have past ofthe rules of The National Hardwood
Lumber Association that applies to the different kinds of
lumber manufaciured in the Dominion, which your people
in common arc interested with us in tins country.  There
are a great many different kinds of lumber that are
shipped from the United States into the Donunton which
doubtless your constituency would desire to be conversant
with, and if it is not too much tronble 1 would ask that
you publish thebalance of the list.  We desire it disinctly
understood among the manufacturers and wholesale
dealers of the Dominion of Canada that we would be
much pleased to have them become members of our
National Association, as they, like us, arc as much inter-
ested in uniform inspection throughout the world as we, as
that is the object of our Association. It will certainly be
a matter of great pleasure to the manufacturers and
wholesale dealers who consign their stock to buyers or
«¢)) at home on these rules, 10 know that this Association
now numbers among its members some of the largest and
best of the manufacturers and wholesale dealers of the

United States, and it is rapidly growing.,  Many cities in
this country has » adopred 1t as therr standard of inspec-
tion, and from the present outlook it will vot be longe
before, in all probabibty, it will be universally adopted,
These rules are subject 1o a change at any mecting of the
Association, and there is no reason why the people who
are interested in Canada should not have a voice in their
changes as well as our members here. ,
The dues are three dollirs per annam.  The next
mecting will be held on July 13, 18599, at Charlevoix,
Mich. Tt will be cortainty a pleasure to bave as many of
-onr people attend this meetutg is possible, and &t cordial
invitation is hereby extended to any manufucturer or
wholesale dealerin Canada. Al remittances should be
made to A. R, Vinnedge, Seeretary, The National Hard-
wood Lumber Association, Diviston and N onth Branch
Sts., Chicayo, L .
Trusting that you will give tins matter all the publicity
possible, 1 am,
Yours traly,
The National Hardwood Lumber Assodiation,
W, AL nkdakir, Pres.

Lack of space in this issue renders it impossible to
publish the balance of the rules referred 10 by Mr.
Bennott.  This we may do at some future time, should
we consider them of suffivient nteiest to the lumber trade
in general.—Tiik EviioR.

LUMBERMEN'S ASSOCIATION FOR THE

MARITIME PROVINCES.
ALBERT, N.B., January 10th, 1899.

To the Editor of the Caxava Lustunistan

DEAR SIR,—In reference to the formation of a Lumber-
men's Association for the Mantane Provinces, we have
often wondered why such an assoviation wits not formed
long ago. Some few years ago we were the instigators
in getting together at Moncton, N.B., a few of the lum-
bermen from Novit Scotin and New Brunswick to talk
over the much discussed sandust question, thar was then
agitatung our mnds,  We had guite an catlusiastic con-
vention, and a large delegition from both provinees, but
we noticed that a Lirge perceatage of the heavy eperators
paid no attention to the mectng.  Our opinion is, that if
some of the leadimy lumbermen i both provinees would
take a hutle sterest in the matter and call & convention,
they would find a representation at the place of meetmy?
that would astonish tiem.  You can ande rstand that for
any of the small operators 1o notfy Mr A, Gibson or
Senator Snowball, o1 uthets we myght mention, to attend
such a mecting, would avad nothing, hecause they would
pay no attention to the notice.  But, on the othes hand,
if such men as these would nonfy the small operators,
such s onrselves, we would be certazn to attend, and the
formation of an association would be the resul'.  Without
such mien as we have meationed, the association would
not be a complete suceess.  Our humble opinion in the
matter is, that a *¢ Lumbermen’s Association ™ would be
of incalculable benefit to lumbermen generally, and we
would be only too glad 1o assist 1 dny way possible to
bring about such an organization.  We would be pleased
to hear from othiers, and to learn their views.,

Yours, traly,
C. & [. PRESCOTT.

OBITUARY.
J+ LARKIN COOK.

Mr. J. Larkin Cook of the firm of Cook Bros., lumber
merchants, Toronto, died at s hame a forinight ago, in
the 73rd year of lus age, as the result of a complicated
illness of some years duration.  The firm of Cook Bros.
consisted originally of the late J. W Cook, ex-M. P, of
Williamsburg ; George Jostah Cook, Jic present presi-
dent of the fitm, and the deceased They succeeded to
the business of the late Captam George Caok, who estab-
lished it about oo years ago, and was one of the first
manufaciurers 1o export timber from Quebec to the old
country. Deceased was a brother of Mr. S. S. Cook, ex-
M.P.P. for Dundas, of the ke Mre. J. W. Cook and of
Mr. H. H. Cook, ex-M.P. for East Simcoe.  The family
was of Cnnted Empire Loyadist stock, and as fare back as
the establishment of responsible government in Ontario
100k an active part in promoting  Reform views.  From
18528 until the erm of responsible wovernment an uncle of
the deceased, Captain Fred Cook, nnd a Mr. Shaver rep-
resented Dundas county. The father of the deceased
fougrht at the battle of Crysler’s Farman %3, and for his
services obtamed the Victona medal. e also fought an
the war of the rebethon of 1337 on the side of the admin-
istration.  The late Mr. Covk masned Miss White
daughter of James White, of Dalsten, Simeoe county.
He never occupied i public position in politics, hut he
was an actiwe supporter of the Reform party. A< a
business man he was successful ard energeric.

Alr. T. J. Aquin, ex-Mayor of Si. Henri, Que., is dead,
at the age of §2 years.  Ten gvars ago, m company with
Mr. L. P. Itzwarre, e estabhishied a sash amd door fac-
tory and plamng aull, which developed wmto an extensive
business.

Mr. William A. Ralph, one of the best knowa lumber-
nica's agents on the Ottawa River, died i Ottawa carly
in January. Deceased, who was 63 years of age, had
been for twenty vears i ihe employ of Williag: Mason &
Sons. Upon the dissolution of this firm o few months
ago, Mr. Ralph engaged wub the E, B. Eddy Company.



