
3~9G Theciepo' of the Ilouse (Yf Commlioiis.

in him the real and solid elements of greatniess. Let him only (Io
justice to Ilinself'?

0f ail species of oratory that ofconciliation i', thc Most successful
in the long, rn. In the excitemnent oi'party, the violent speaker
mnay be enthutsiastically wvelcorned for the moment :but every
cheer lie receives is often a seal on thie fate of lus p)ermanent re-
putation. The epitlhet 'I statesmian-lîke" is generaliy applied to
the moilerate tone. The ilouse neyer long forgets tliat it is an
aseembly of men accustomned 'o good-breeding ; and courtesy wiins
its way to favotir in Iliat publie circle ne less than it would do In
a private. flad B3rougham been the !eailer of the flouse of Com-
mrts, instead of Lord Althorpe, the Reform Bill %vould have been
at Ie;.st six wvcks longer in the Commvittee. To be sure ; every
nighIt there %vould have been much finer speaking :there ivould
have been "lbitter wor<ls, Mlaster Sha.llowv ;" much excellent in-
vcctive and crislitng, irony ; and the Reformers would have gone
to bed in lîigher spiîrits ; and the newspapers next day ivould have
been full of' eulogy rn Il Mr. Broughiam's most cutting attack."
But %vhen the B3ill iog in wvent into the Committee, the Anti-Refor-
mers %vouhld have flockied dowvn %vith new amendments, nev retorts,
ruew speeches, neiv delays. Thcy could easily have been stung in-
to the mo4t vexations opposition by a great orator. They ivere
Iiterally sharned mbt discretion by a mild and good-tempered mani
ofsense. This is wvhat out ofth fli louse can scarcely be under-
stood, but it is very easy of comprehiension to any experienced
member in il. This spirit of conciliation, this rhetorie of temper,
wvas emincntly possessed by Lord Castlereagh. it iviQ ýv thig.
despite his bad rensoning nnl bn.d gramnier, that he governe . is
assemll, and wvas conifessedly one of the ;udroitest and most ad-
mirable'leaders that the Flouse ever knew. Thus the talent oÇ
leadîng, Is one in tivhich the Country can neyer sympathise wvith
the flouse. The outvard and vls*%Lle signs of' sense, knoiwledge
and elo(fuence are %vhat the Country can alone juige its represen-
tatives by. The fine, subtle, almost imperceptable arts of guir,(
the House and harmonuzing a party, arc only for the Hlou se and
for a party to appreciate. This is one main ieason why the
Bouse and the Country are so often ai variance respecting the de-
gree of consi(lcration to be paid to individual inembers. Few
great orators malie great leaders. The art of eloquence, s0 in-
valuable In attack, is often dangerous in (lefence. In opposition,
the art is 10 expose your antagonist :in office, the danger is least
you expose yourself.

The lifie of the reguilar Honse of Commons man is not a bcd of
roses. It is scarcely possible, at the first sight, to conceive any
existence more wcearisome. At half past three he goes down to
prayers ; lie takes his seat among cold, and desolate benches
petitions corne on ; long unseasonable speeches ensue ; then, per-
haps,the question is bunted down into the corner ofa. detail,whereo
it is worried, mouthied, mumbîci for three or four hours, and ti-


