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should vent itself on me. ln short, such an inconcei vable varie ty
daily occnrs to my observation in real life, that, %ould, were they
morali:red upon, convey more maxims of wisdom, and give a
juster knowiledge of mankind, than wyhole volumes of Lives and
Adventures, that perhaps neyer had a being, except in tbe prolific
brains of their fantastic authors."'

The writer of an excellent memoir of Wilson in Constable's
Miscellany justly observes, Il tbat this, it must be acknoivledged,
is a somewvhat prolix and overstrained summing up ot'his observa-
tions : but it proves Wilson to have been, at the early age oftwenty
three, a man oI'great penetration, and strong native çense ; and
t-hews that his mental culture had been much greater than might
have been expected froin bis Iimited opportunities." At a subse-
quent period, he retraced his steps, taking wvith bima copies of bis
poems to distribute amofig subscribers, and endeavour to promote
a more extensive circulation. Of this excursion also be bas given
-in account in his journal, from which it appears that bis success
%vas Car from encouraging&. A mong amusing incidents, sketches of
character, occasional sound and intelligent retnarks upon the man-
ners and prospects of the coramon classes oU society into iwhich be
found bis way, there are not a I*et severe expressions indicative
of deep disappointment, and some that merely bespeak the keen-
er pangs of svoundee pride founded on conscious menit.

Wilson. on the breaking out of the flaines of tbe French Revo-
lution, like many other ardent spirits, thought they were ft-res
Icindled by a ligbt trom beaven. He assaciated bimself with the
Friends of the People-most of whom soon proved tliemselves
to be the Enemies of the flumun Race. His biographe r in Con-
stable's Mliscellany-unlike one or two others elsewhere-saw
Wilson's conducti in ai tbings connected with I this passage in b is
lire,"' in its true Iight. That gentleman does not calumniate the
respectalde toivnsmen of the misguided Poet-oand a Poét >~ wvas
-for bring-ing bim to le-gai punishment tor an unprincipled act
(an attempt to extort money for the suppression of satire, or ralher
groýs; and false abuse of private character,)which he committed,
ut a time ivlien bis moral sense-in after time firm, clear, and pure
-vas weakened, distéirbed, and darkened by dangerous dreams
and delusions, which bis own renson soon afterwards dispelled.
44 His conduct bas given umbrage to those in hower, and -he wvas
marked as a dangerous character. In this condition, foiled in bis
efforts to acquire a poet's name ; depressed by poverty ; bated by
those svho had smarted beneath bis lash ; and suspected on account
of bis politics ; it is not to be ivondered at, that Wilson listened
wvillingly to the flcttering accouints regarding America, and spee-
dily resolved to seek that'abode of Utopian excellence," His del
termination was bigh-heated and heroic, for the means were so
ivhich enabled him, to carry it into execution. 44Wben he finalIy
deternined on emigration, lie. svas not possessed oUfounds suficient
to pay bis passage. ta order to surmount that obstacle, be adopt-
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