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IN THE SENATE, STATE OF NEW-YORK, FEB. 1, 1850.

REPORT Or TmE COMnrTEB ON TITaATWJaB, 5N RELATrON TO
PgTITONs FOR AMBNDMENTs TO TME ACT ESTA"LIsMIN FREB

«OooLs THRoUGROUT TH ST4TB.
The committee on literature, to which was referred various

petitionh, praying for amendments to the act establiahing free
schools throughout the State, passed March 26, 1849,

R E P O R T,
That it is evident'from the memorials submitted to therm that the

prosent laws requir, in sorse particulars, a careful revision to
make them accomplish fully the ends of their .enactment.

The complaint of a meeting of citizens of Orange county "that
the school laws of this State, by repeated alterations and amend-
ments bave become voluminous and complicated almost beyond com-
prehension, so much so as to require radically revising, simplifying
and ebridging," i by no measu unjust; and as the first step
towards the permanent establishment of the free school system, this
committee recommend a revision and simplification of the school
laws by the Secretary of State.

It bas become apparent, however, that much of the opposition to
the new school law bas arisen frora a reluctance on the part of the
tax-payers to vote the necessary money for the due maintenance of
the free schools. Some districts bave even voted to diminish the
number of months during which their schools shall be kept open
from eigbt months to four, content to give their children balf the
teaohing which the law intended, ratherthan submit to the imallest
tax.

Rate b!lUs are still regarded with favor, because they falil, not
upon the property of a district, but upon the parents who have
children to send to school. Many parents, however, under the old
system, kept their children at home, beouse they could at afibrd
to pay, and beeause they were not willing to cofess the. pasperism
wbich sluoe entitled theim te free schooling. Ilt should be the aim
of the Stte o make admission Lo its schools the absolute right of
the child of every citizen, a right which i shait be no meanness in
dhe rich man to enjoy, nor iegradation to the poW Mu to dafm.

By the ninth article of the constitution provision lus inde for the
annual addition of 025,000 te the capital ef the Comm School
Fund. The revenues of the canals will soon allow a portion to be
devoted to the support of schools, beyond what is required for inter-
est, repairs and accumulation. The rate bills for 1847 amounted
to 489,696.03 ; and we have thesIere to provide for rsising a
similar amount, which lessen every ye un"til our Sehool Fund
becomes large enough t» support the schoola out of ita incomes,
without resort to taxation. 2he Governor of this tate again
recommends the restoration of the qJes of County sperintendent,
wohich he had advised in his message of las year.

Inhis £ anu report for 1849, the Stas eSuperiutmdem Pr.
sented strong tusdinsony as skt e that te. qev of Cbunty Superin-
tendent had ben unwiely dispensed wilh. His prdecesors, without
exception, disapproved of the abolisment of the qkic, antd wee
right in insisting that such as qjcer isuneed, as the mediuv,- of
commuinication belwee the depasrbnemt and the 900 toteis and
11,000 school districts under hi car«. "i TheWritory is too large,"
Say& the State Superintendent, "it subdivision. too many, its
relations too diverse, th. local ofBeer too numerous, and the
interval between the department and them too wide te permit that
actual à nd minute supervision which in necessary to an effiient
administration of the school laws."

The chief objection in the minds of those unacquainted with the
subject to the plan proposed by the State Superintendent, was pro-
bably the expense. By the present system, the nine hundred- town
superintendents, at a compensation averaging 076 a year each,
cos t.he State $67,500 ; or to be accurate, as the number of towns
in 1847 was 878, the cost was 065,475. Deducting from the 128
Assembly districts those embraced within cities having Boairds of
Education or city superintendents In the way proposed by the
Secretary of State, and set fort* in the act herewith submitted to
the Sonate. At $500 each, the cost would be put £50,000, a
positive saving of more than, $16,000e while the system would
give to the scbools the constant supervision of competent men,
paid for their whole time, and proud of an honorable office. The
benofits of such a change cinnot be easily overrated. The vaut

array of .choo ditricts epread al over the state would be q eak-
ened into xivalry and good discipline. Reports would be moeu
readily and coSeetly-returned to the Departmnent of State, and iw
energy everywhere infused. The present organistione is like that
of an army without officees between. the corporal and the sta its
regiments without colonels, its companies witheut captaki. Thit
would be deemed but a sorry simplification of the art of wdr ijt
almost such is the condition of our school systerm. idea it-
tee, duerbre, recommend that the suggestions of Me State xuperis.
tendent, confirmed by another year's experience, bc favourabiy cm-
aidered and acted upon.

The objection to restoring the office . County Superintendent
is sinply that a county is often too largo to permit the proper care
of all its schools by one person. Assembly districts furaieh more
convenient divisions af territory.

The free school law has received a very large mosrity of the
votes esat in this State in ts favor. Fiftyfime coenties A s esgt»d
for thse l, oan only four against it. Such an expression ef the
public will is not to be disregarded.

Thoroughly persuaded that free education is of the last imput-
ane. te the welfare of the State, the committee on literateè de not
hesitate to reeommend that the full provision by towns or distriote
according to law, for the maintenance of fre. echools, daring at
lest eight maonths of the year, shall be the condition on whithr, air
on which only they shall receive any portion of the publie siieho
fund.

The benefits of f ree education are not now for the firet time to bo
doubted. Nothing valuable comes without toil and cost. OUr
hopes of political freedome, of personal security, of unforced conse!-
ence, ail hol. by the anchor of faith In the intelligence of thp
people. France bas4he opportunity of freedom, but not the people
of which tr.ewem are aiuteonor the schools which reir good itizens.

the day l' coming, w. àlready see its dawning lu our d.wá u ate
when education shall be by all held as necessary as food ; and

whenever the reign of' peace on earth shall begie, with the sworâ
will also be laid aside the bsackles Of the çoaviot, sad our prisons
shal b. tqrned into colleges and free schools. At ptesent vwakavg
but the atunative betweepnins and schools ; between a people
educated, self-sespecting, self-roetraining, c an urmaoning pep.-
lace, ignorant of the history of the past or of the earning of the
pre.ento ever ready ta become the tooas of a demagogue and ta als
overagain themassacre of St. Bartholomew, or the Reign of Teoer.

Already thefirmer is exposd to the midnight môrdeérr, who i
(a. han just occarred in New Jersey,) elimba by an upper *Indow
into his bouse, and slaughters wife and husband in their bed-cheha.-
ber. That raurderer was an untaught stranger, whvoeni,
unbleesed by a free school, to our shoS., and revenged hidkelf
upon a prospertty hé, enied, by rbiery and outrage. Almset thee
hundred thouuad strungere,41ke him untaught in such uchoôlh *
oursi land every year Lt the single port of.New-Yorki. tri
not protect ourselves against their children, If we cannot agaitt
thm? etween the standing army of school-nasters, and the
armed police ; between the spelling book and the bayonet, there is
no difEculty noto in choosing. Let us seize the opportunity ; lei
us insist upon upholding our schools, and New-York wil) BSUas
as proud a reputation for the best free education, as he now doe
for the best system of prison discipline.

The committee subinit to the Senate the following Aot, prepase.
under the direction of the State Superintendent of Cominon choole

Al which is respectfuity anbmitted.
JAMmE W. Bakêr,
SAMsr. MILLr..a

AN ACT
FUaTMsa TO AM b TIfI At EétAELitnNG sFaiE scioDis iTidDdi*-

OUT TB STATU, PASS»D MARCH 26, 1849.
The Peopie of tise Stat of New-York, represented in &mat#

and .essmbly, do enact asfolos :-

§ 1. The second section of the act entitledc "An act establish-
ing free chools througihout the State," is hereby amended so as tt
read as follows :

§ 2. It shall be the duty of the several boards or supervisors, at their
anualinettinge, or st'any special meeting doly convenedi (in putsU-
suce of law,)toc5ueeto be levied and collected fiom their reos...
tive counties, in the @ame manner a ecounty taxes, a sum equal to

4g1


