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IN: THE SENATE, STATE OF NEW-YORK, FEB. 1, 1850.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LITERATURE, IN RELATION TO
PRTITIONS FOR AMENDMENTS TO THE ACT ESTABLISHING FRER
SCHOOLS THROUGHOUT THE STATE. :

The committee on literature, to which was referred various
petitions, praying for amendments to the act establishing free
schools throughout the State, passed March 26, 1849,

REPORT,

That it is evident from the memorials submitted to them that the
present laws require, in some particulars, a careful revision to
make them accomplish fully the ends of their enactment,

The complaint of a meeting of citizens of Orange county * that
the school laws of this State, by repeated alterations and amend-
ments have become voluminous and complicated almost beyond com-
prehension, so much &0 as to require radically revising, simplifying
and abridging,” is by no mesos uynjust; and ss the first step
towards the permanent establishment of the free school aystem, this
committee recommend & revision and simplificatien of the school
laws by the Secretary of State.

It has become apparent, however, that much of the opposition to
the new school law has arisen from a reluctance on the part of the
tax-payers to vote the neceasary money for the due maintenance of
the free schools. Some districts have even voted to diminish the
number of months during which their schools shall be kept open
from eight months to foar, content to give their children half the
teaching which the law intended, rather than submit to the smallest
tax.

Rate hills are still regarded with favor, because they fall, not
upon the property of a district, but upon the parents who have
children to send to school.  Many parents, however, under the old
system, kept their children at home, beciuse they could net afford
to pay, and hecausa they were not willing to confess the paaperism
which alone entitled them to. free schooling. It should be the aim
of the State to make admission fo its schools the absalute right of
the child of every citizen, a right which it shall be no meanness in
the rich man to enjoy, nor degradation to the poor min to clabm,

By the ninth article of the constitution provision is made for the
annual addition of $25,000 te the capital of the Common School
Fund. The revenues of the canels will soon allow a portion to be
devoted to the support of schools, beyond what is required for inter-
eit, repairs and accumulation. The rate bills for 1847 umounted
to $489,606.63 ; and we have thevefore to provide for reising a
similar amount, which lessans every yeax uatil our Sehool Fund
becomea. large enough to suppert the schoola out of its i
without resort to taxation. The Governor of this State again
recommends the restoration of the office of County Superintendent,
which he had advised in his message of last year, ‘

Inhie annual report for 1849, the Siale Superintendent pre-
sented sirong testimony to show that she office of County S-pcprz-
tendent had deen unwisely dispensed with.  Fis predecessors, without
exceplion, disapproved of the abolishment of the office, and were
right in insisting that such an officer is needed, as the medivm of
communication between the department and the 900 towoms and
11,000 school districis under his care. % The territory is too large,”
says, the State Superintendent, %its subdivisions too many, its
relations too diverse, the local officers too numerous, and the
interval between the department and them too wide to permit that
actual end minute supervision which is necessary to an efficient
administration of the school laws.” ;

The chief objection in the minds of those unacquainted with the
subject to the plan proposed by the State Superintendent, was pro-
bably the expense. By the present system, the nine huadred: town
superintendents, at a compensation averaging $76 a year each,
cost the Stats $67,5600 ; or to be accurate, as the number of towns
in 1847 was 873, the cost was $05,475. Deducting from the 128
Assembly districts those embraced within cities having Boards of
Education or city superintendents in the way proposed by the
Secretary of State, and set forth in the act herewith submitted to
the Senate. At $500 each, the cost would be put £50,000, a
positive saving of more than $15,000, while the system would
give to the echools the constant superyision of competent men,
peid for their whole time, and proud of an haporable office. The
benefits of such « change cannot be easily overrated. The vast

array of school districts spread all over the State weuld be quick-
ened into -zivelry and good discipline. Reports would be more
readily and corréctly rétarned to the Department of State, and néw
energy everywhere infused. The present organization is like that
of an army without officers between the corporal and the staff, its
regiments without colonels, its companies without captains. ‘This
would be deemed but & sorry simplification of the art of wiir ; yet
almost such is the condition of our school system. 7This Cominis-
tee, therefore, recommend that the suggestions of the State Superin-
tendent, confirmed by another year's experience, be favourably com-
sidered and acted upon, '

. The objection to restoring the office of County Superintendent
is simply that a coundy is often too large to permit the proper care
of all its schools by one person. Assembly districts furnish wmore
conveniept divisions of territory. : ‘

The free school law has received & very large majority of the
votes cast in this State in its favor. Fiftyfive countics have voted
Jor the lawo, and only fowr against it. Such an expression of ths
public will is net to be disregarded. :

Thoroughly persusded that free education is of the last impers-
ance to the welfare of the State, the committee on literuture do not
besitate to recommend that the full provision by towns or districts
according to law, for the maintenance of free schools, daring at -
least eight months of the year, shall be the condition on which, atd
on which only they shall receive any portion of the publie schoot
fond. ' :

The benefits of free education are not now for the first tire to by
doubted, Nothing valusble comes without toil and cost. Oty
hopes of political freedom, of personal security, of unforced consei-
ence, all hold by the anchor of faith in the intelligence of the
people.  France has the opportunity of freedom, but not the people
of which freemen are made ; nor the schvols which rear good citizens.

The day is coming, We already see its dawning in our Gwn State,
when education shall be by all held as necessary as food ; ang
whenever the reign of peace on earth shall begin, with the sword
will alse be lsid aside the shackles of the convict, and our prisons
shall be tarned into colleges and free achools. At present wehave
but the slternative between prisons and schools ; between & poople
educated, self-cespecting, self-restraining, ot an unreasoning popu-
lace; ignorant of the bistory of the past or of the learning of the
present, ever ready to become the tools of a demagogue and to ses
overagain themassacre of 8t. Bartholomew, or the Reign of Tewoe, -

Already the farmer is exposed to the midnight marderer,  who; -
(as has just occurred in New Jersey,) climbs by an upper window -
into his house, and slaughters wife and husband in théir bed-chifn-
ber. That murderer was an untaught stranger, who cams,
unblessed by & free school, to our shores, aud revenped himbelf
upon & prosperity he envied, by robbery and outrage. Almest threw
hundred thoussnd stratigers, ke him untaught in suclt schools” as
ours; lind every year ét the single port of New-York. Shll ws
not protect ourselves aguinst their children, if we canfiot against
them? Between the standing army of school-mastets, and thé
armed police ; between the spelling book and the bayonet, there Is
no difficulty now in choosing. Let us seize the opportunity ; let
us insist upon upholding our schools, and New-York will sustain
as proud s reputation for the best free education, as she now does
for the best system of prison discipline.

The committee submit to the Senate the following Act, prepared
under the direction of the State Superintendent-of Common Schools,

All which is respectfully aubmitted. .
Jawzs W. Brixmax,

SamuerL Miries,
AN ACT _
FORTHER TO AMEND THE ACT ESTABLISHING FREE ScHoOLS THRGDGH-
ouT THB “STATR, PassEp Marca 26, 1849,

The People of the State of New-York, represented in Senats
and Assembly, do enact as follows :—

§ 1. The second section of the act entitled « An act ostablish-
ing free schools throughout the State,” is hereby amended so ‘ae to
read as follows :

§ 2. It shall be the duty of the several boardsof supervisors, at their

“avmual meetings, of atany special meeting dely convened! (in putwa-
ance of law,) to cauise'to be levied and collected from théir respecs
tive counties, in the same manner as county taxes, a sum equal to



