
is equivalent to admitting the early 
break-up of the Empire. Four of th« 
five nations, embraced In the Empire, 
are and must remain democracies. Are 
they thereby the less Imperial In sen
timent? It the democracies of Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand and the Cape 
cun appreciate the conception of a 
great union of the British Dominions 
why should It be assumed that the de
mocracy of Great Britain will alone re
main Indifferent, If not hostile? This 
theory that faith and pride In the Em
pire is the possession of but a single 
class In Great Britain is, In fact, one 
of the many evil consequences of that 
wrong conception of what the Empire 
should be, which was dealt with In an 
earlier article In this series.

What are to be the function and the 
objective of the British Empire of the 
future? We talk about It now In terms 
of defence; but this Is merely a pass
ing phase. The world will emerge some 
time, In a century or two perhaps, 
from these dark ages, when nations 
are compelled to bankrupt themselves 
In readiness for war. We are building 
the. Empire, we hope, for all time. It 
Is not to crumble into dust like the 
Empires of Assyria, Egypt, Greece and 
Rome, because it Is to be Inspired by 
a spirit unknown to the ancient world. 
They lived for conquest and oppression, 
for the subjection and exploitation of 
classes and nations; and they fell, In 
time, before the Inexorable natural law 
of change and progress. The British 
Empire to endure must be worthy to 
erdure. It must be a union of free and 
enlightened democracies dedicated to 
the cause of peace and to the service 
of humanity. So constituted, so Inspir
ed, the Empire will command the last
ing affection and the devotion of all 
the British people; and perhaps in 
some far off time, the support of all 
Anglo-Saxundom.

One or two more observations and 
I shall make an end. These letters 
have not been Intended as a chronicle 
In detail of the deeds, the discussions, 
the Journeys and the social achieve
ments of the delegates to the Press 
Conference; but rather as an Individual 
Interpretation of lmpiesslons and opin
ions of which the Conference was the 
occasion. There has been no attempt 
to make specific acknowledgment of 
the courtesies and kindnesses done us 
—for Indeed space would tall me were 
l tu embark upon any such under
taking. We were the recipients on 
all hands of a hospitality overwhelm
ing In Its extent and Its cordiality; 
and were the guests not only of our 
English newspaper friends, who were 
our particular hosts, and of corpora
tions and public bodies, but of the 
richest, the noblest and the greatest 
In the land. No one In the delegation 
was vain enough to Imagine any per
sonal compliment In these lavish at
tentions. It was In our capacity as 
Informal and unaccredited but never
theless real representatives of the 
Britons overseas that we were given 
this welcome. The compliment though 
paid to us was meant foi them, and In 
that spirit it was accepted.

As I have tried to set out In these 
articles the Indirect benefits of the 
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