
of tlic means luoi-t siiitablo to make you midorstaml the iiiiporfancc of tliu conn-

scis which wo ha\ c to give you : ami whilst iistoMiiig to what we say to you, do

not foij^i't that wo tij)cak to you by order *'/ (foil tin' Kd/ici; ami of Jrunx Clirld

thii Son, vj/io will one dui/jti</(je the livinj and the dead, both the pastora and

their Hocks.

rnE 9ovi:uKU)N i'ontikk.

It ia ri^'iit, Diar i'.nflirt'ii, tliat our iirnt glance should be directed owarda

flim whom the Sovereij^n and Invi«ible Pastor has chot-cu to};»»vern, in a visible

manner, the Churcli redeemed by the blood of the Immaculate i.amb. Children of

the ("hurch, mithing that concerns our iiuither (tan bo imlilVerent to uf, and if wu

rejoice with her, we must also bhare in hei borrows and her fears.

You are nut unacquainted with the audacious projevts of those impious iren

who wish, nut merely to rob, but also to annihilate the apostolic throne uium

which is seated the eueccsKor of l/ltsSed i'eter, the Vicar of Jesus (.."hrist, the Fa-

ther and the Teacher of all christians. In order to conceal the ])erlidy of their

hateful plo's, th 'y fei;^n to aim at nothing more than the destruction of the tem-

poral power of the Pope, and hypocritically protest that they have the greatest

respect tor his spiritual authority. We will not allow ourselves tt> bo deceived

by those tiireaclierous protestations. "We understand too well that :
" It is l)\

" a particular design ofdivinc I'rovidi'nco, whoiules and governs all things, tlmt

" this teni|)oral sovereignty has been given to the Konian Pontilf, in order that,

" not being siibjccted to any civil power, he may exercise, with the most conipUtc

" liberty and without any biiulrance, throughout the world, the supreme charge

" of the apostolic ministry which has been contided to hi:ii by Christ our Lord."

{Encyclical of \\)lh danuat ij iSOn.)

" In fact, all know that the faithful would not have an entire confidence

" iu, nor complete obedience towards, the Koman I'onlitf, if they saw iiim subject

'' to .1 foreign i)rincc and deprived of his liberty. " {Allocution of 2i)th Jj)ril

lS4'.t.)

This temporal sovereignty being infende<l for the good of the Churcli. it is

jiot surprising that the enemies of this Church shculd endeavor to destroy it

;

nor is it more surprising that all true and sincei'j catholics sliouid consider

themselves us threatened and struck to the heart by ail the plots directed against

the Pope, and that they look for means to defend their common Father.

We are happy to bu iible to date tluit you bavi' fully undert-locd, juid nobly

*n» !i ' iia>ii>iiiiArf^.


