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1 Captain COOKE's VOYAGES.
to be made their prey i and, though (he docs
nut contain lb great a treafure as the other, yet

fhe is fiifficicntly rich to recompenfe the under-

takers, and to enrich the captors, her cargo be-

ing generally cftimated at three millions of dol-

lars.

But the (hip from Acapulco making her re-

turn chiefly in filver and gold, and having little

or no bulky goods on board, as her cargo lies in

lels room, her lower tier is always mounted be-

fore (he leaves the port, and her crew is aug-

mented with a fupply of failors, and with one oi^

two companies of foot, which are intended to

reinforce (he garrifon at Manilla. Befides, there

being many merchants who take their pafTage to

Manilla on board the galleon, her whole number
ot hands on her return is ufually little ihorc of

600 Bghting men ; fo that ihe is more than a

match for fuch fmall privateers as are generally

fent upon hazardous expeditions, and a prize

only for a royal (hip of war 5 and has therefore

never been attempted by any other.

The voyage we are now about to relate was

purpofcly fitted out with a view to intercept the

Manilla (hip at the inftance of Dampier, in con-

cluding of whofe character (from reading the

accounts written by himfelf) we were led into

an error, which the prefent voyage, written by

Captain Cooke, has enabled us to correft. The
ill fuccefs that attended the voyage to the South

Seas, under the immediate command of Dam-

pier, of which a brief relation is given in the firft

i ! volume


