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fpeclal circumftances of the cafe ; and, pcr^^

haps, even this tlicy might not have done, had
not a great, but moderate. Lawyer; not long be-

fore in liigh oflice, and then appearing, as it were^

in oppoiition, U\\d he *' candidly thouglit, all things
*« conlicicred, the circumftances would amount to

** a i'jflincation." It is otherwile not improbable

the prcicnt Mniiflry, fo open v/ere they to con-

vidion, would have found them guilty (that is,

of acting contrary to the Laws, in executing a

Warrant fundamentally illcgnl) upon this well

known principle, fo much before dwelt upon,

that noibiiig illegal in ilfilf can he jiiftijicd^ but

have immc-;diately afterwards declared the prac-

tice of their olEce, and the circumflai^ces of their

cafe, to be fo ifrong a plea in mitigation of da-

mages, that they thought it the propereft cafe

in the world for ir.ercy ; and have therefore ex-

cufed them from all forts of punifhment. But
fuch was this candid and niach reputed Lawyer's

inliuence and weight, with both parties, at that

iundure, that they all fubmitted implicitly to what
he had only dropped for law. Nay, the Mini-

flry even ottered, at lart, to bring in a bill for

fettling the power of Secretaries of State for the

future, upon a hint of the propriety thereof, that

fell from the fame candid Lav^yer. And, by

the bye. How could a party, at whofe head was
a chiefj^^that acknowledged he had, when in

office himfelf, knowingly ifTued an illegal War-
rant, becaufe he imagined the fafety of the -com-

monwealth required it, rejedl the indulgent offer

of a bill for eftablifhing for ever fuch a power

in Minifters, under fome few conditions, to be

guardedly worded ? Nay, when fuch a Bill was

a<^uallyi
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