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properly expressed, both ps lo style and matter ;* and they repair-

ed to Philadelphia at the time appointed. The splendi4 proceed-

ings of that Congress, at their first session, belong to genel-al history,

are known to ever}-^ one, and need not therefore be noted here.

They terminated their session on the 26th of October, to meet
again on the 10th of May ensuing. The convention, at tlieir ensu-

ing session of March '75, approved of the proceedings of Con-
gress, thanked their delegates, and reappointed tlie same persons

to represent the colony at the meeting to be held in May : and

foreseeing the probability that Peyton Randolph, their president,

and speaker also of the House of Burgesses, might be called off,

they added me, in that event, to the delegation.

Mr. Randolph was according to expectation obliged to leave the

chair of Congress, to attend the General Assembly summoned by
Lord Dunmore, to meet on the 1st day of June, 1775. Lord
North's conciliatory propositions, as they were called, had been

received by the Governor, and furnished the subject for which this

assembly was convened. Mr. Randolph accordingly attended, and

the tenor of these propositions being generally known, as having

been addressed to all the governors, he was anxious that the an-

swer of our Assembly, likely to be the first, should harmonise with

what he knew to be the sentiments and wishes of the body he had
recently left. He feared that Mr. Nicholas, whose mind was not

yet up to the mark of llie times, would undertake the answer, and

therefore pressed me to prepare it. I did so, and, with his aid,

carried it through the House, with long and doubtful scruples from

Mr. Nicholas and James Mercer, and a dash of cold water on it

here and there, enfeebling it somewhat, but finally with unanimity,

or a vote approaching it. This being passed, I repaired imme-
diately to Philadelphia, and conveyed to Congress the first notice

they had of it. It was entirely approved there. I took my seat

with them on the 21st of June. On the 24th, a committee which

had been appointed to prepare a declaration of the causes of tak-

ing up arms, brought in their report (drawn I believe by J. Rut-

ledge) which, not being liked, the House recommitted it, on the

26tJi, and added Mr. Dickinson and myself to the committee. On
the rising of the House, the committee having not yet met, I hap-

pened to fiil#myself near Governor W. Livingston, and proposed

to him to draw the paper. He excused himself and proposed

that I should draw it. On my pressing him with urgency, ' we
are as yet but new acquaintances, sir,' said he, ' why are you so

earnest for my doing it ?' * because,' said I, ' I have been informed
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[* See Appendix, note D.]
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