
10 COWPER. [chap.

scliool. IIo was thon sr-nt to Westminster Scliool, at

tliat tiino ill its {,'l()ry. Tliat AVestniinster in tliosc; days

nnist liavc been a scene not merely of lianlsliip, ])Ut of

eruel sull'erin;^' ami degradation to the yount^'er and weaker

])oys, lias been ])roved hy the researches of the ruhlic

Schools Commission. There was an established system

and a rej^ular vocabulary (jf biillyin;^'. Yet Cowper seems

not to have been so unhappy there as 't the j)rivato

school ; he sj)eaks of himself as having' exc-Iicd at cricket

and ibotbail ; and excellence in c icket and football at a

})'iblic school ^'enerally carries M-ith it, besides liealth

and enjoyment, not merely immunity from bullyin<,% Imfc

hiL^h social consideration. With all Cowper's delicacy

and sensitiveness, he must have had a certain fund of

physical strenf^'th, or ho could ] ardly have borne the

literary labour of his later years, especially as he was

subject to the medical treatment of a worse than empirical

era. At one time he says, while he was at Westminster,

his spirits were so buoyant that ho fancied he should

never die. till a skull thrown out before him by a ^.a-ave-

dij,%'er as he was })assin<,; through St. Margaret's cluirch-

yard in the night recalled him to a sense of his mortality.

The instruction at a public school in those days was

exclusively classical, C. wper was under Vincent Bourne,

his portrait of whom is in some respects a ]<icture not

only of its immediate Laibject, but of the schoolmaster

of the last century, " I love the n,emory of Yinny

I'xtuine. I think him a better Latin ])oet than Tibullus,

Tropertius, Ausonius, or any of the writers in his way,

except Ovid, and not at all inferior to him. I love him

too with a love of partiality, because he was usher of the

liftli form at Westminster when I passed throu-^h it. lie
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