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NAVAL HTSTORr
cd at LorJc/i the eighteenth of Jif^ufl 1604", the Con-'

ftable of CaJiiUy tlie grcatcft rubjc(5l in .9,<w/;/, being fcnt

over for that purpofc. 'All the trading pan of thj nation

were very well pleafed with this proceeding, and would

have been much more fo, if the king had not taken a

very Grange llcp upon its conclufion. He ere(fled a com-

pany of merchants, who were to carry on the Spanijl)

commerce cxclufivcly, which gave both general and julfc

offence ; for as the whole nation had borne the expence

of the war, and trade in general had fufTercd thereby, it

was but reafonablc*, that the benefits of peace (houid be as

univerfal. This evil, however, was of no long continu-

ance J the parliament rcprefented to the king fo clearly the

mifchiefs that would inevitibly attend fuch a monopoly,

th:it his majefl-y was content to diflblve the new-crev^ci'

company, and to leave the SpatiiJI} trade entirely open **.

It muft, however, be acknowledged, that there v:2&

a very ftrong party againft making this peace, and who
did not ccafe to publifh their apprehenfions concerning ir,

even after it was concluded p. The point was certainly of

high importance, otherwife it would not have been fo

Warmly canvafled in thofe days ; and it muft alfo have

been pretty difficult, fincc the difpute has reached even to

our time, modern writers differing as much about the vvif-

dom of king James in this article, as thofe who lived in

his time. To difcufs the matter here, would require

more room than we have to fpare ; to pafs it entirely over

wotrfd be amifs, confidering the near relation it has to the

iiabjed cf this work. I will, therefore, content myfelf

" Rymer's I'cedera, vol. xvl. p. 579—596. Stowe's annals, p.

€46. " Rapin, &c. p Camden's annajs, of king James.

V/iifon's hiflovy, Winwood's memorials, vol. ^".
p. 7.
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