
• PREFACE.
cf travellers and others ; and, infomepoints,

to private informauion from intelligent trad-

ers, The materials for the foreign fettle-

ments are far Jrom being as perfeSl, or as

much to be depended upon, as we could wifi

;

it was very feldom that I could venture to

tranfcribc any thing diredilyfrom them witht

outfome addition orfome correSlive, , .

Inthe hijlorlcalpart of this work, Ifx-
ed my eye principally on fome capital matters,

, which might the mofi fully engage and befi

reward the attention of the reader ; and in

treating ofthofe Idwelt only uponfuch events

as feeined to me to afford fome political in-

flru5lion, or to open the charaSlers of the

principal aSlors in thofe great fcenes. The

affairs which feemed mofi worthy of an ac-

count of any length, are thofe fplendid and

remarkable events of the difcovery of Ame-
rica, and the conqueji of the only two civil"

^ ized kingdoms it contained.

In treating of other parts, Ihave given Jo

much of the hiftory of each country as may

ferve


