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h^ fJ^lIEY who chance to have read the Coming Hare may
perhaps remember that I, the a<lventurou8 dis-

coverer of the land without a sun, concluded the
sketch of my a<lventurea by a brief reference to

the malady which, though giving no perceptible

notice of its encroachments, might, in the opinion of my medi-
cal attendant, prove suddenly fatal.

I had brought my little book to this somewhat melancholy
close a few years before the date of its publication, and, in the

nn>anwhile, I Avas induced to transfer my residence to Paris, in

ortler to place myself under the care of an English physician,

renowned for his successful treatment of complaints analogous
to my own.

I was the more readily persuaded t,o undertake this journey,

partly because 1 enjoyed a familiar rtcquaintance with the emi-

nent physician referred to, who had commenced his career and
founded his reputation in the United States, partly because I

had become a solitary man, the ties of home broken, and dear
friends of mine were domiciled in Paris, with whom I should
be sure of tender sympathy and cheerful companionship. I

ha I reason to be thankful for this change of residence ; the
skill of Dr. C soon restored me to health. Brought much
into contact with various circles of Parisian society, I became
acquainted with the persons, and a witness of the events, that

form the substance of the tale I am about to submit to the


