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cull '• fiii/irrsfidou" will) tlu' cioss niid (!io ^;^;mi of llio

(•i*o.ss. Well, suppo.^c it is 8ii])crsli(ion, it i.- a very Jitirm-

lesis .superstition, and i'emcml)cr ihat this was just what
some of the (yhvistians of S. Paul's timo said about othci'

Christians, and yet the Apostle, on behalf of the weak
!)i'ethren, pleaded for toleratioii and coneession in a mat-
ter that did not compromise princi])]c or endanger the

iaith. It was a weakness on the right side, on the side

of faith, not of un1)elief I am not sure that ho Avould

have as earnestly pleaded on behalfof weakness of a ditfcr-

ent kind tliat is far more common among us in these

daj's. Permit me to contrast them. llerc in the

same church are two woi'ship[)ers. One of them comes
in just as he Avould to a concert ro(mi or club room,
he stands up while other ])eop]e stand up, and because

Ihej stand n\), he never kneels down for ])rayer, but sits

and lounges all through the solemn addresses of thecon-

li'reiiiation to Almightv God ; durinf*' tho singing of can-

tides and hvmns he nevei' tries to sing a line, but looks

about him and criticises cvorvthini*' and evervbodv. He
is a man, su])]X)se, Avho, in a drawing room or at a supper
table, has voice enough, l)ut

—

to shuj In church ! that is not

to be thought of, luj more than res]»onding above his

I>reath, or in a scarce audiltle mui'mur, it he tvoul)les

liimself about it at all ; and altogetiier his belmvioiir and
attitude betoken fi'om first to last the utmost indifference

and coldness, not to say irreverence, in the House of

Prayer and in the ])resence of the Lord G od of Hosts. 1 lerc

is a weak bi'othei", whom we all readily tolerate. AVould
8. Paul have tolerated him ? Suppose smother m;ni

who, as he enters the Church, bows his head and oilers a

])raver. lor he feels that he is coming into the Presence-

chamber of his God; that he is about to engage in a most
solenm business, j'e([uiring every faculty of mind ar.d

body; that his very heai-t and thoughts are all (piite open
to tlie l']ve of th.e Holv Being, ho is about to address, and
then all thi'«)ugh the Service strives to remember witli

every sentence uttered irhcrc he is (Oid irJuif he is doinu ;

s])etd<s out an<lil)bf with loud ^oice (as hs is told tod')

by hisC'hurch) the IJesponsos ; siDgs out heai'lily llu;

ll\niiisand l*-^alins : kneels down in all hun;ilit\'; reads


