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sentiment which must increase with the growth of population and

wealth— is naturally intensified by the history of the relations between

them and the United States during this century.* The history of the

War of 1812-15, a conflict remarkable for the patriotism exliibited by

all classes of the Canadians ; the raids of ruffians across the frontier

after the rebellion of 1837-8 ; the " Ashburton capitulation/* which

handed over so large a portion of Brit'.jh territory, which would be now
invaluable to Canada, as a result of the indifference of Ashburton and

the skilful manipulation of Webster ; the repeal of the Reciprocity

Ti-eaty of 1854-65, largely through the belief that it would hasten

annexation to the United States, though it had tlie veiy contrary effect

;

the shameless Fenian raids which were at first winked at by the Ameri-

can authorities, and for which Canada to this hour has never been

indemnified; the apparently fixed determination of certain dominant

cliques of politicians to prevent anything like a fair measure of reci-

procity ; the unjust alien labor laws wliich forbid respectable Canadians

from entering the Union and shut out even a superior class of female

nurses from attendance on the ill and dying in hospitals and charitable

institutions; the insults of men like Dana and Smith to Canada

and its institutions ;— all these are among the reasons which naturally

tend to show Canadians how little generosity and fairness they can

expect from dominant influences among their neighbors, and help to

weld more closely together all classes of the Canadian people and

strengthen their confederation.

Canadians believe, however, that the cultured and most enlightened

class of the American people do not sympathize with such illibei-ality as

is constantly shown by the words and acts of leading politicians in their

dealings with the Dominion, but reciprocate the kindly sentiment which

animates its people and leads them to desire the most friendly and the

fullest commercial relations with their neighbors as long as they are

compatible with their security as a separate national entity and as an

integral portion of the British Empire. Unhappily for Canada the gen-

erous and just opinions of this intelligent and cultured class of citizens

have not always prevailed in the past with the powers that dominate

Congress and government at Washington.

Throughout Canada as well as Great Britain there is an influential,

able body of men,— more conspicuous for their abilities than their

number, so far, — who ardently desire "to secure by federation the per-

mament unity of the empire." This scheme of federation is " not to

interfere with the existing rights of local parliaments as regai-ds local

affairs," but to combine "on an equitable basis the resources of the

1 1 hftve already treated these qaestlons at length in the Papers of the American Historical

AsgoclRt'on (Washtngpton, 1891), and the qtuxrierJy Rerietc (I-opdon, April, 1891),


