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higliways of commerce on tliis continent, it was eminently flt and jiroper

that the American Society of (Jivil Engineers should take a prominent

part in promoting a reform in time-reckoning, and in advancing a move-

ment calculated to render the railway system more perfect, its adminis-

tration more simple, and the railway service more safe to the general

public. 'J'he Committee feels warranted in jiointing out that the impor-

tant results ulready secured are in a great measure attributable to the

support and countenance given to the movement from the first days of

its ince])tion by this Society. It must likewise be obvious that the

advantages yet to result will not be confl'jed to the United States, to

Canada or to this continent; that the beneficial influence of the American

Society of Civil Engiueery, in connection with u mtich-ueeded reform,

which concerns all pei <nns every moment of thflir lives, will be felt

eventually in every civilized country.

This Committee was first appointed at the Convention of the Society

held in Montreal in June, 1881. During these (nearly) ten years it has

been the earnest endeavor of the members of the Committee to carry

out the instructions witli which they have from time to time been

charged, and they trust they may be permitted to express the satisfac-

tion felt by them with regard to the results so far accomplished. There

only remains to complete the labors of the Committee the general intro-

duction of the 24-honr notation throughout this country. There is a

reasonable expectation that the reform is now on the eve of adoption in

connection with the railways of the United States and Canada, and as

that event would practically complete the object for which the Commit-

tee was originally appointed, they respectfully submit that the Commit-

tee may then with propriety be discharged.

The Committee avail themselves of this ojjportunity to express their

deeply-felt thanks for the confidence which has invariably been reposed

in them year by year.

Respectfully submitted,

Sandfobi> Plemino, Chairman.

Charles Paine,

Thomas EoiiEsroN,

John M. Touoet,

Memhei's of Committee.

Approved, William V. Shinn, President of the Society, ex-offlcio member
of the Committee.


