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Two or more substances, therefore, of similar appearance, may often be 
separated and distinguished in a moment, by the aid of the blowpipe.

The blowpipe (in its scientific use) has, strictly, a three-fold appli­
cation. It may be employed, as just pointed out, to distinguish 
minerals from one another : some of these being fusible, whilst others 
are infusible ; some attracting the magnet after exposure to the blow- 
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§1.
THE BLOWPIPE—ITS STRUCTURE AND GENERAL USE.

The blowpipe, in its simplest form, is merely a narrow tube of 
brass or other metal, ben': round at one extremity, and terminating, 
at that end, in a point with a very fine orifice, Fig. 1. If we place 
the pointed end of this instrument just within the flame of a lamp,
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