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Han. Mr.. WILLOUGHBY: Aanendanenta
have been coming over since the other House
met.

Hon. Mr. ROBERTSON: Information bas
been received indicating that section 2 of Bill1
143 has been amended in another place to
read:

The Beauharnois Light, Heat and Power
Company, Limited, its successors or assigna, in
so far as it may be within the competence of
Parliament, in hereby granted the right to
divert fromn Lake St. Francis up to but not
exceeding 53,072 cubic second feet of water of
the flow of the River St. Lawrence, to be
returned to Lake St. Louis and to be used for
the development of hydro-electrjc power be-
tween the two eaid points, in such manner,
u pon such terms and conditions and with sucli
limitations and reservations as may be pre-
scribed by Order of the Governor in Counci].

SAnd the first word of section 3, the word
"ino," is strieken out, as well as the worde
"efhal be made by said oompany," and nome
words are added. Thiat section now reade:

The Governor in Council shall not consent
to any further or additional diversion by the
said company of water of the River St.
Lawrence except with the express approval of
Parliainent.

These amendments seem. to be in ac-
cordance with rny right honourable friend's
suggestions.

Right Hon. Mr. GRAHAM: It la un-
fortunate that we did nlot have the Bis as
s.mended. Evidently ervery peint "bht I have
taken lias been reognized.

Hon. Mr. BELCOTJRT: Honourable mem-
bers, I have no brie£f for the company, and
amn nat concernedi about it at ail. It can
look after its own riglits. WithI regard ta the
rights of the Province of Quebec, I amn not
entiirely of the maine opinion as my right hon-
ourable friend (Right Hon. Mr. Graham). I
do not think that section 3 of Bill 144 ini any
way affects the rights of the Province of
Quebec in this undertaking. That section
confers upon the Governor i Couneil
the authority to acquire by purchase or
otherwise such lands and works as may be
deenied neoessary. That is merely autJiority
to acquire. The Bill declares the works to be
for the generah advantage of Canada. I sup-
pose the Province of Quebec will be deait
with properly. The Governor ini Coun-ciýl may
be authorized to exercise certain powers, but
that does not confer any riglit in the property.
In the saine way a company rnay be given
authority to build a railway, but the company
would not tlhereby acquire the title to lands;
suci title could be aoaquired only froim the
owners. I arn nolt a.pprehensive that section 3
of Bull 144 will in any way affect the i'ighte
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-of the Province of Quebec. They will rernain
as they are. But I du tbink we ouglit to
protect the rights of third parties who have
had deafings with tVi conipany and may be
concerned by the fact "hi the agreement
between the comrpany and the authorities at
Ottawa will be cancelied by this legisiation.

Riglit Hon. Mr. GRAREAM: As the Bill
.originally read, it raised the quest;ion whether
Quebec haëd any rights.

Hon. Mir. ROBERTSON: It may be in-
teresting for my honourable friend the senior
member for Ottawa (Hon. Mr. Belcourt)
to know that I heard it announced ini the
other House this afternoon that an eminent
lawyer, wha ha been 'iookring after the in-
terests of the Quebec Governnient, assisted in
the draf tîng of these two Bills. Lt is ta be
aissurned that they are satisfactory ta the
Quebec Govieriment, whose riglits it in ini-
tended ta preerve in their entirety.

Hon. Mir. BELOOURT: 1 have no apprs-
hension i that regard.

Right Hon. Mr. GRAHAM: The Attorney
General of Quebec asked for the amendment.

Hon. Mr. ROBERTSON: Lt miglit be
further observed, by reference ta the com-
mittee's report, that it very clearly indicates
that the work is not ta lie interfered with
any more than is absolutely necessary. Lt
;q ta be carried on by the present company
if they are able ta finance it, or by sucli other
financial arrangements as rnay be necessary,
either by way of public ownership or by way
of corporation ownership. I do not remember
the exact words of the report, but they can be
referred ta. Further, it seems evident that
the rights of the people who are carrying on
the construction are te be preserved if they
are able ta do their part ta complete it, and
the committee seemed ta make it abundantly
clear by its recommendations that in any case
the riglits of investors who have purchased
the bonds that have been sold are ta be amply
pratected. This legisiation was based on the
committee&s report, which was adopted in
another place without division.

Right Hon. Mr. GRAHAM: I know I am
out of order. We ahI are. I should infer thal
this may he government ownership or it may
not he.

Hon. Mr. ROBERTSON: That is it.

Right Hon. Mr. GRAHAM: In Ontario
they may rejaice that it is going ta be publie
ownership, and in Quebec that it may nlot be,


