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Hon. Mr. KERR-They are luxuries.

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED-The article con-
tinues:

This works out at an average of $291.650.000
yearly. or at $5.605.000 weekly. or at the. rate
of $690 yearly per 100 of the. popuilation dur-
ing the. lat ten years. When It becomes thus
apparent that the English are taxed for what
they eat drink and! sioke at the rate of over
$5.000.000 a week. the fiction of free food le
blown te the wlnds, and the. land ef compro-
mises rejolces ln the possession of yet another
strange contradiction which troubles nobody.
and which ls stilI used. by politician and lay-
man alike, au though this at least were on. of
the. fundamental trades of their insular social
economy.

In a word, I would venture te say with
reference te any attack which may be made
upon the tariff, as a proposed reniedy for
the high cost of living. that the people of
Canada are in ne temper te permit any
further trifiing with the tariff. The agricul-
turists cf Canada must be protected as
well as the manufacturer, and any attempt
te revise the tariff downward would be pro-
ductive of proteet froni the whole agricul-
titrai comrnunity.

My lion. f riend opt)osite made an allusion
te that clause in t.he address dealing with
the National Transcontinental railway. and
tutade, 1 regret te say. a very sweepiîîg state-
nment as te the Goverament having reduced
the standardization on the.t great railway
oystein. 1 was under the impression that,
Inuit session of Parlianient, snch errer liad
lîooyî rettioved froni the public nuind by the
Government, if net in the Senate -in the
lieouse of Gommnons. I make Vie >statement
now, that it is entirely erroneous and found
ationlees. 1 recail, upon the statemnt being
mnade by iny lion. frieiid, a commnunication
which I received last seqsion, upon this
particular subject. and while it je some-
what lengthy. I will take the o1pportunity
cf attemptinz te set this matter
right, and particularly with my hon. friend
ontuncite. by readine it. 1 eup)non;e mv hon
friend has reference te the grade in the
road.

Hon. Sir GEORGE ROSS (Middlesex)-
Yes.

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED-I hold in my
hand a letter from* a *promninent engineer.
one ouf the foremeet engineers in the
Dominion, Mr. W. F. Tye. Re says:

Ottawa, Noveinher 26, 1912.
Honourable Frank Cochrane,

Minister of Eailways and Canalà,
Ottawa.

Dear Sir-As requested. I have examlned
the profiles ef the. changea recently made ln

grade on contracte Nos. 13, 14 and 15. dWa
tricts CI and 'Dl east and wezt of Cochrane.

These changes ln grade will flot decrea.
the haulage capacity of the locomotive. wll
flot Increase the. running turne of eltiier freigiit
or passenger trains and wIll flot Increase the
orprat4ni ,~r "

contrary. they wili. by decreasing the eout of
construction. reduce the Interest charges.

The total cost of transportation la the mms
of the operating expenses and the Interest
charges. A railway to handie a given traffe
la the most effective commerciaily. or cam
handle the traffic at the leaat cat when the
.amn of tiiese two Items la the lesat Any
change of aligninent or grades. whicii reducea
the. fixed chargea without Increaming the operat-
Ing or maintenance expenses. in. therefore,
an Improvenient ln the. effective standard cf
the road.

These changes will reduce thé. interest cr'
without Increasing thie operating or. m-
tenance expenses. or decreaning thé. baulage
capacity or speed of the locomotive. and are
tiierefore an Improvement ln the effective
standard of the rend.

1 conalder the commissioner and engineer
of the Transcontinental would have fniled ln
their duty had tiiey not made tiiese changes.

Respectfully yours,
W. F. Tye.

Consultlng Enginser.

New here ie a letter froni tihe Commission-
ers3 on 'that saine subject. It ie as follows:

The Commlssioners of the Tranecontinental
Raiiway.

Ottawa, Noeember 21, 1912.
Eco. F. Cochrane. P.CQ,

Miaister of Railways and! Canal.,
Ottawa.

Dear 1ifr. Cochrane,-In reference to the
charges made in th-i fl-wq.q.ýnrq 1 , 1-
dients on the Transcontinental railway have
been Injurousîr aItered, 1 beg to point ont
that the. only change ln the gradients made.
by thie commissioners ince September, 1911.
uwn to nllow a few sage te remain. where there
have been subsidences and acroe .of t muakega
which It would b. inadvi.able. fromn an
engineering point of view. te 111l at present
te b. eperated temporarily or permanently an
veloclty grades. The presence of such saga
ln the. railway do.. flot injurioualy effect the
ecenomical operation of the. roai. The sme
trains, carrying the saie loads, maidng the.
saine turne. wlth the saie expenae and! the
saie degree of safety and coinfort, can b.
handled over a rosi! in which auch saga or
velocity grades exiat ns on a road of the. ane
ruling gradient ln which there are no auch
saga or velocity grades.

By lntroduclng these saga, ail of which are
weli withln velocity grade liitations; the. coni-
misioners will:

1. Save a large amount of money ln the. con-
struction or til- r-ilw

2. Expedite the completion of the reai!;
3. Shouli! It becoine adylmable, for any un-

foreseen renson in *¾ýe -t~ -"-Ir t' "q.

saga it can b. don. at one-half the. ceet tint
the present contract prices cati for.

4. In on. case It bas been found. nec..sary te
raise the grade ln a cutting. the materisi iii
which la no soft and wet that it. la ImPractic-


