
9721February 16, 1995 COMMONS DEBATES

S. 0.31

close to $4 billion in his last budget. All that to make people 
believe that the situation is improving. In reality, the minister is 
playing all kinds of games to mask his lack of action in the fight 
against the deficit.

[Translation]

It being 2 p.m., pursuant to Standing Order 30(5), the House 
will now proceed to Statements by Members pursuant to Stand­
ing Order 31.

[English]
STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS NATIONAL LITERACY ACTION DAY

Mr. Darrel Stinson (Okanagan—Shuswap, Ref.): Mr. 
Speaker, as one who left school too early and returned to get my 
grade 12 at the age of 28, I wish to mention a new study.

We have heard that 30 per cent of Canadian youth leave 
school. However a school leavers survey from September 1993 
shows this has improved 18 per cent of 20-year old Canadians 
not completing high school.

Employment is related to school leaving, with employment in 
excess of 20 hours per week a big factor. Despite long hours in 
blue collar and service jobs, hundreds in my riding of Okana­
gan—Shuswap are attending an alternate education program 
called “The Open Door”, open until 9.30 p.m. weekdays. Since 
it started three years ago school leavers have completed 338 
courses.

Last week I had the pleasure of speaking there. Today on 
National Literacy Action Day I applaud “The Open Door” and 
the hard working people walking through it to a better future.

[English]

THE BUDGET
Mrs. Anna Terrana (Vancouver East, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, 

the budget is quickly approaching. Canadians are not prepared 
to pay more taxes. They are in fact letting all of us in govern­
ment know that they are prepared to react very negatively should 
taxes be increased.

However, Canadians are prepared to do with less services. 
They are asking us to cut services and programs and to ensure a 
fair taxation system so the middle class does not bear an undue 
burden of taxes.

Being a Liberal is not easy in these times. While we know we 
must bring down the deficit, we also know that our party has 
shown compassion over the years and has taken care of individu­
als in need.

We must and will continue to ensure that we are able to care 
for all Canadians, both now and in the future. I am committed to 
working toward these fundamental values. We recognize that 
difficult choices must be made if we are to ensure Canada’s 
well-being and prosperity.

We are listening to Canadians. We hear that a fair taxation 
system should be introduced, cuts to services should be imple­
mented, that duplication should be avoided and most important, 
that those in need should not suffer through this exercise but 
rather be strengthened by it.

AIRPORTS
Mr. Glen McKinnon (Brandon—Souris, Lib.): Mr. Speak­

er, the House is aware that the Ministry of Transport has 
introduced new long term regulations and guidelines for local 
regional airports.

To increase understanding I was active in facilitating an 
airports conference in Brandon, Manitoba on February 7 and 8, 
1995. The main conference objective was to bring together 
stakeholders from central Canada to discuss the challenges of 
assuming ownership and operation of community airports.

I can confidently say the majority of 91 participants left the 
Brandon Airports Conference respecting the minister’s efforts 
of establishing a more affordable, integrated, efficient and 
competitive transportation system that still remains safe, secure 
and accessible.

My thanks to the inspired participants, informed speakers and 
my staff for making the conference such a great success.

[Translation]

DEFICIT REDUCTION
Mr. Michel Bellehumeur (Berthier—Montcalm, BQ): Mr.

Speaker, even though the reason interest rates have gone up is 
that the Minister of Finance has not taken any deficit-fighting 
action for a year now, he is bragging that he will be able to reach 
the gigantic deficit goal of $39.7 billion.

The minister’s strategy is extremely obvious. To reach the 
enormous deficit goal of $39.7 billion, he plays with numbers at 
the expense of the unemployed. In fact, he is using the surplus in 
the unemployment insurance fund to reduce the government’s 
deficit.

The Minister of Finance not only is using this surplus to 
reduce this year’s deficit, but now that 11 months have passed 
by, we can see that he also overestimated the 1993-94 deficit by

HOUSE OF COMMONS
Mr. John Harvard (Winnipeg St. James, Lib.): Mr. Speak­

er, Canadians were shocked yesterday when they learned that 
almost all Reform Party MPs did not make time to attend solemn


