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knows that that is occurring. He knows ful.l weil that the
puices of rnany faim. and horticultuial products are
depressed. Why is that, Mr. Speaker? Such puices are
depressed because oui faimers work under a seasonal
disadvantage, as the rnuster knows.

Oui neighbouis to the south can produce their crops
and charge high prices. They send the tail end of their
production to Canada. They may export products such as
peaches, peais, strawberiies or what have you. They do
not send theni in at durnp prices, but they do not seil theni
at the same puice as they obtain ini thei own markets in
the United States. Those products enter this country just
as oui curient domestic production is about to reach the
Canadian maiket, and they kill oui market. If the minis-
ter is not awaie of this, then certain people in agriculture,
especially those associated with the British Columbia
Federation of Agriculture, have been negligent in their
duty in not bringing it to his attention.

Mr. Wh.lan: I can tell the hon. member that they have
not been negligent.

Mr. Rose: I arn pleased to hear that. This'is not the first
time I have raised this subject; I have raised it with the
rninister's predecessor. I arn sure the minister is awaie of
the lengthy resolution passed by the British Columbia
Federation of Agriculture. I will not bore the House in
readmng it in its entiiety, but afteu haif a dozen paragraphs
beginning with "wheueas," it concludes:

Therefore be it resolved that the government of Canada immedi-
ately consult with the representatives of the Canadian horticultur-
al industry to formulate a realistic-

It 18 important to note that word, because the puesent
policy is unrealistic. I continue to read the resolution:
-mneans of automnatic application of surtax protection based on a
predetermined import valuation as may be applicable to various
Canadian tariff zones.

The minmsteu had the intestinal fortitude to stand up in
this House and say that he will not ailow cheap exports.
That, I think, was a step in the right direction. Let me
ailude to a srnall exarnple of what rnay happen in the field
of agriculture. No rnatteu whether you are talking about
strawberries, peais, peaches ou what have you, these
crops in the United States fetch a f air price. However,
those cuops aie grown in advance of our own. An offer for
a certain arnount of the product is made to certain
brokers and that offer has the irnrediate effect of
destuoying or undercutting the price of Canadian
products.

It is time we decided whether we want a viable agricul-
tural and horticultural. industry in Canada. Under present
procedures one has to prove injury. By the time one has
been able to prove injuiy, that injury has been done and is
flot prevented. This has happened over and over again.

Mr. Horner (Crowfoat): The task force suggested that the
fruit and vegetable industry of Canada should be phased
out.

Mr. Rose: I think I said eailieu to the hon. rnernber for
Cuowfoot that I feel our agricultural industuy forrns part
of a tuade-off. We trade off agricultuini benefits in order
to obtain for other parts of oui econorny advantages in
the field of exports, or in certain imports. If the minister is
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determined to make changes he will have his work cut
out, because he wiil run up against fixed positions which
have been taken flot in the past year but for rnany years. I
want the minister to know that I-perhaps I cannot speak
for the whole of my party-will support hlm if he will
move in that direction. Proof of injury procedures corne
too late.

Mr. Horner (Crowfoot): The minister said in cornrittee
the other day that he does flot believe in tariff s.

Mr. Rose: He may flot believe in tariffs, but unless we
are able to provide sorne kind of protection for oui indus-
try we rnight as well fold it up. Land has becorne a
cornmodity for sale; faimers are seiling it because they
cannot niake a decent incorne frorn it. As a resuit there is
great temptation to subdivide. Who benefits, Mi. Chair-
man, except a few reai estate developers? You must
rernember that except for 4 per cent of the land in B.C..
most of the province consists of rock and Christmnas trees.
Builders can build on ail sorts of ground other than f arm-
land, but that is where they like to build first and the
developers grab the fiat land first. Just look at the airport
development; there is another land grab for you! This
Urne the Departrnent of Transport has grabbed ail of Sea
Island.

Some hon. Members: Heai, hear!

Mr. Rose: Once upon a time, Mi. Chairman, I can recail
that on the lower rnainland of British Columbia there
were up to 20 domestic processors in the Okanagan aiea.
They are now ail gone, rnostly bought out by American
firrns. Those firms bought the rights to the Canadian
label. Actually, one processor who is ieft in rny riding has
toid rne that he needs protection because he cannot corn-
pete against imported canned products. He cannot pay
Canadian prices for his products and rneet competition.
The hon. member for Okanagan Boundaiy rnay be inter-
ested to leain that a processor in rny riding can buy
peaches frorn the United States at 50 per cent of the price
he would have to pay British Colurnbia fruit growers. The
tail end of the United States production is durnped in this
country. He can buy peaches for his canning and process-
ing needs, as 1 say, for 50 per cent iess than he has to pay
the B.C. fruit growers.

An hon. Momber: That's enough to spoil one's appetite.

Mr. Rose: That might spoil the hon. nernber's dinner,
but it is true. Perhaps he should get up on a point of order,
or sornething. Let hirn rise on any point; I don't care what
it is.

I now wish to rnove to another topic, Mr. Chairrnan.
Perhaps this is not an agriculturai rnatter although it has
implications for agriculture. I arn referring to the attitude
of Éhe taxation branch to suppiy and management or
production quotas. Hon. rnernbers know as weil as I do
that such boards are going to becorne more numerous,
despite the protestations of the hon. member for Crow-
foot. There wiil be rnore and rnore of them because farm-
ers have the right to organize just as any other group of
citizens has the right to organîze if they so decide by a
majority.

Mr. Hornei (Crowfoot): They have the right to produce.
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