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The Address-Mr. Hanson (York-Sunbury)

Hon. R. B. HANSON (Leader of the
Opposition): Mr. Speaker, we are met to-day
under the shadow of the tragedy of the
greatest war ini history. When we left here
in August last we were conscious that the
battie of Britain, possibly the invasion of
Britain, was in the immediate future, and we
watched the developments fram day to day
with the greatest possible anxiety. Now we
are happy to think that the invasion of
Britain clid flot take place, but we are equally
certain that the battie of Britain is not yet
over.

I think at this point I should say a word
or two with respect to the question of the
summoning of parliament at this time. There
was considerable discussion in the newspapers
with respect ta what tank place between my
right hion. friend and myseif an October 3.
I must confess to you, sir, and to the bouse
that, obsessed as I was during that interven-
ing period with wbat wvas accurring in connec-
tion with the invasion of Britain and the
battle of Britain, I did not canceive that it
was immediately necessary that parliamner't
should reassembie. Hlaving received ar,
invitation ta v'isit my right hion. friend and
discuss the question; baving approacbed that
discussion with those considerations in mind,
and the rigbt hion. gentleman baving aiready
intimated tliat the government bad no logisla-
tion ready, I concurrcd in the suggestion
whicb was then made. I have nothîng ta take
baek witb regard ta that decision; nor do I
think my rigbit hion. fricn.' bas anytbing ta
take back. Nevertholess, in view of state-
ments miîich wcro made in the press and in
view of statemonts by mny bion. friend ta my
ieft (Mr. Coidwoil), I did suggest ta tbe
Prime Minister tbat it should nat ho said
that hie or I sbouid ho taken in any sense as
having arrangcd in advance tbat tbere shouid
nat be public discussion in this bou-se; and
we are boere for that purpose.

Since we adjourned we have had four
by-elections in Canada, whicb returned the
four very fine, estimable gentlemen wha were
introduced ta you iast week, sir, and wbo
ûook their places on the. floor of this biouse.
I arn indeed prend ta bave aur party
strengthened hy the addition of two young
mon, for whom I prediet a great future as
membors of this Houso of Communs. My
right hon. friend bias received an accretion
ta bis ministry in the persan of an hion.
gentleman of whom I spoke once before in,
shall I say, friendly ternis. Ta-day I amn
glad ta add my welcome ta him as hoi takes
bis plae~ bere and participates in the business
of this house. Macdonald I What a naine
ta conjure witb. And Macdonald of Kings-
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ton!1 How that takes our memories back
seventy-five years; yet what a difference we
see. After ail:

Wbat's in a Dame? That whieh we caîl a rose,
By any other name would suiell as sweet.
Yet one of the greatest assets of the hon.

gentleman is his name.

Some hon. MEMBERS: Oh, oh.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury): I say that
with the utmost good spirit; 1 do not under-
stand the laugbter. The naine of Macdonald
is an asset an tbe floor of this parliament.
It is a naine which I hope will neyer die, and
my bion. friend now is calied upon ta bold
that naime high, as I amn sure hoe will. Yet
when I pause ta reflect that the hion, gentle-
man represents tbe city of Kingston and that
ho cames from my neighbouring province of
Nova Scotia, my mind goos baek ta the
election of 193.5, in wbicb 1 w-as a participant.
I recali the announeement made by this hon.
gentleman as ho began ta assault the citadels
of protection in the province of Ontario. And
hoe did ass;aiit them; the results speak for
themselves. Yot, to-day hoe is sitting as the
representative of une of those citadels of
protection, supporting a guvernimeot that
mamntains armund this country a tarinf wali
hizher than ever obtained in the hi.storv cf
this cotuntrv; and ho sits for w'bat is often
ealled the 'DerrY" cf Canada. May I say ta
my hion. friend that, I hope hoe wili enjoy bis
position, hera use I ventiure ta prophesy, as
bis riglit lion. leader once did about me, that
hol wili not eccuipy it verv long.

I w ish now to turi ta tbe speech from the
throne. 'l'ie rigbit bon. Prime Minister bias
puit in tbi mtoulib of bis exceiicncy wbiat I
sup pose is, tbe shortest speech in the history
cf titis p:trlianient. It bias the menit of
hrevity, but it faits short in everything else
hvb i o e iteasure w bat a speech front the
throne shottld be. In this speech tiiere is nat
the siiglitest intimation of what the govern-
ntent's prograinime is, sav'e anti except tbat it
will report to this parliament. Are we ta
itelieve tlitt in suntmoning this, the second
ssson cf titis parliamneut, the govcrnment

lias nu progrmmmm cf legislation, nothing for
p'îrliaitnnt ta do but rucot and discîmss? Thiat
is prohabl 'v the trutit. During the latter part
of hast session and during the three inter-
vening months this governmient lulled the
people of Canada ta sicep in the helief that
we are living in the hest of ail possible
m-orlds. In offeet we were told tbat we needed
nu direction. and noue isý gîven in the speech
from the throne. It is true we are promised
that opportinity wilh ho afforded-
for the fullest consideration and discussion of
Canada's war effort and of national probhems
which war bas served ta intensify or croate.


