
3674 COMMONS
Prairie Farm Assistance

engaged in agriculture ail their lives and
hiave been members of this house for many
years. They are of the utmost value in dea]-
ing with agricultural questions, but from the
point of view of discussing these matters 1
should be very happy if we had a greater
nuniber. We will have more shortly, but at
the moment we are a littie low in numbers,
although flot in quality. In any event, sir,
if the government bas flot been able to work
ont a good policy certainiy it bas nlot been
because of any lack of members.

I do flot intend to take up very much
time, but I want ta say that I do nlot like
the expression "emergency year". Those
words have been used in some of the speeches,
and I believe appear in some of the legisia-
tien. The suggestion is that the governiment
or the minister can declare any year ta be
an crn'rgency year. I object ta that because
I think it mighit be abused; in other words,
it might be used for politicai purposes.
Either we have an emergency or we have flot.
It is nlot a question of (leelaration; it is a
question of fact. And if we have an erner-
gencv no ane either in thie east or in the
west wvîll eriticize whatcvcr assis~tance nmay
be given the prairie provinces in their timie
of need. But we mighit declare every year
ta be an emergecy year, and if this policy
is ta hecome permanent we shahl find that
the farmers of other sections of Canada,
the fishiermen and other producers aIl over
the country, will ask wlîere they get of in
connection with legisiation of this kind. * I
other words, we shall have producers of ail
kinds saying, "WTelI, it is an emergency year
for me also. and I want ta know just what
I get out of this goveromient."

Mr. YOUNG: Just like the manufacturers.

Mr. MANIO'N: MUy bon. friend keeps
harping on the manufacturers. I do flot
know that they ever get any assistance,
except in s0 far as the tariff holds their
markets for thiem. 1 hold no particular brief
for the manufacturers, but I want to do
themn justice. I have not hieard themn bowl-
ing x ery much. Many of them bave had
tao close down their plants, and more are
closing dawn right now under the legisla-
tion of this government, but 1 have flot
heard thema bowling. Certainly, if this gav-
ernment, or aur government when we succeed
it, attempted ta bring any legisiatian inta
this bouse ta assist any manufacturer who
might be gaing out of business, it would ha
talked right out of the boeuse. The mnanu-
facturer does flot get any direct assistance,
mo far as I know. I do not want ta get
off on a tariff discussion, but tbe tariffs bold
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the markets for manufacturers. At least that
is wbat tbey sbould do. and the manu-
facturers shauld flot, be permitted ta exploit
tbe people because of the tariffs. I believe in
a proper tariff system, and it seems ta me
that anyone wha under present conditions
docs flot hold that view is simply flot prop-
eriy using bis mental capacity. Ta-day every
country in the warld bas tariffs against us,
sa bowv could we possibly lower ou* tariffs
and ailow other countries ta dump tlheir
gaods biere and put out of business nat only
aur industriaiists but also aur farmers, so
far as the east is concerned? It seems ta me
it cauid not be donc.

As I wvas saying 'Mr. Speaker. when tbere
is a î'eal emiergcnc 'v in the west 1 think we
shauid aet as anc famiiy, anc nation, nat for
politicai but for national reasons. We should
racagnize thiat cmiergancy ani should do
everything passible ta assist those affected,
because in my opinion anv great emiergency
ia the west should be aboya anything ini the
way of palities. There are certain rnatters
wbich shouid nat ha treatcd politicaill, and I
thmlk, any -ci c-ncrgce-y iii the wc't, such
as we lhava scen during the last fcw years,
patijefiiiarliy in tlîe drough t a rûas is a sittia tion
that miist ba treatad in a differcat way fromn
tlie ordinar-y treatnient giveii the west.

Anothaer point is tliat the poiicy, whatever it
is, iiiiust bc stable aud nlot subjeet ta change
over-night or by order in cauncil. 1 rend
the speech dehivared last year by the bion.
member for Melville (Mr. Motherwvell), in
whici hie rather bitterly attacked bis own
pnrty for having changed certain legislation
by order in cotincil. I tbink it is just as
important for the farmers of the test ta
have a stable policy as it is for the manu-
facturers of tbe east ta bave a stable policy.
And then any such policy must be just ta
bathi east and w est. For exampie, 1 believe
the Minister of Trade and Commerce (Mr.
Etnler) bas corrected bis bill Sa that it
applies ta Ontario wbeat as well as western
wheat. The original bill, I understand, did
nat appiy ta Ontario. I think it oniy just
that this change shauid ha made. I was
gaing ta protest, as I know other bon. mem-
bars werc. if the Ontario wbeat farmner was
not put on the samne basis as the western
whcat fariner. I know of no reason why, in
deaiing with whicat in general, tbe Ontario
wbceat farmers, wbo raîse from. fifteen ta
twenty million bushels of wheat a year, should
nat aiso be given a fair deal.

An bion. MEMBER: And the Quebec
farmers.


