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Britain. lie pointed out that bis government
bad been engaged over a period of two years
in organizing sucb a ministry and tbat tbe
staff bad been selected several montbs before
bostilities breke out. Hie jntimated tbat it
was net until 1916 during the greiit war that a
sirnilar ministry bad been establisbed. His
words were:

For every man in tbe front line, you must
have many bebind tbe lines, engaged in the
production and servîcing of iveapens of war.

Altbougb two years bave passed, it is net
tee late te establish such a ministry in Canada
in order tbat we may plan our ecenomie war-
fare. I arn aware of tbe fact that we bave a
committee on econemic pelicy under the cbair-
mansbip of tbe deputy minister of finance. Tbe
membersbip ef tbis cemmittee includes the
governor of tbe Bank of Canada and some
deputy ministers in key departments. Every
member ef this committee is carrying tremen-
dous respensibility, and I do net sec bow it
is pbysically possible for them te give the
direction tbat sbould be given te Canada's
economic policy.

The questions tbat should be asked and
answered are: How many men and women cao
be used in tbe varieus armed forces in order
tbat Canada may make bier greatest contribu-
tion? llow many men and women sbeuld be
engaged in our varieus war industries? How
many sbeuld we bave on our farms producing
tbe foodstuffs necessary adequately te feed
our own people and te 1111 every incb of space
on tbe boats plying tbe Atlantic? As 1 caid,
tbese questions sbould be asked and tbey
sbould be answered.

The Minister ef Finance (Mr. Ilsley) ba-,
urged us te consume less. A year ago I
asked bim te be more specific and te belp
us decide wbat cemmodities we sbould net
consume in order that we migbt belp our
war effort. To date tbe Canadian people are
waiting in vain for direct leadership in the
field ef censumaptien. A bewildered Canadiani
people sean tbe daily and weekly newspapers
and sec wbere tbey are urgcd te buy auîto-
mobiles, radies, refrigerators, furniture and
every conceivable commodity. Higb-pressurc
salesmen interview people who bave received
pay cheques and explain tbat since these
articles are being manufactured and sold, ne
barm will follow in acquiring possession. On
tbe one hand aur people are urged net te
consume and, on tbe otber, tbey are urged te
consume.

Our farmers across tbe country have been
urged by the Minister of Agriculture (Mr.
Gardiner) te produce less wbeat. One of
tbe pampblets issued last year by bis depart-
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ment says that less wbeat in 1941 will belp
wvin the war. The government asked as a
war service týhat the land sown to wheat in
1941 bie reduced as much as possible compared
witb 1940. Are we to understand ýthat the
farmer who does flot produce any wbeat is
making bis greatest contribution? The Cana-
dian farmers are waiting 'invain, for a lead
from this goveroment as to wbat should be
donc. I endorse what was said by the hion.
member (Mr. Gray) wbo bias just taken bis
scat regarding the uneasiness in the minds of
the Canadian farmers. - 1, for one, ar n ot
satisfied witb the decisions with regard te
agrieulture's place wiceb have been niade
by the committee on national war services
in our province.

Just recently I bad occasion to discuss a
case withi the chairman of tbe board. Tbis
x\as tbe case of a young man wbo bad bougbt
a farm in 1937, two years before war broke
out. He glot ýmarried after wax 'broke out
and is now in tbe twenty-four-yenr-old age
group. He bias several cows, horses, pigs,
cickens, et cetera. I realize that the cbair-
man of this board is a judge wbý,o lias an
enviable reputation as a soldier and on the
bench, but 1 amn net willing- te agree that
lie is in a position te decidc what foodstuffs
Canada should produce and whctlier a man s
contribution should be made in the armed
forces or on the farm. The order issiued te
this yeung rman wvas te report on January
8, wbich involvcd the selling of bis live stock
and the necessity for making sncb other
arrangements as hie could. 1 think the hoard
w'%isely agreed to give bini another tbhirty
days, but he still dees net know wliat the
dccision wili ho at the end cf that tinie. The
ehairmnan of the board pointcd eut tbat by
being in the armed forces this young man
coffld look. after bis family muicb botter than
if lio werc on the farm. That may be truc,
but is that the policy of this geverroment?
Ns it the policy te take muen off our farms
who arc proîlucing and -place thora in the
ari v andî te beave oiîr farms witborut men
to o1)e;ate theiln?

As I said, m-e want leadership. We want
ihi governient ta do everytbing neccasary
te sec that every man or woman is in bis or
lier right place te make the greatest centri-
hution. There is flot an bion. member repre-
senting a rural ûenstituency wbeo lias net bad
a great many inquiries from people wbo, bave
.said, "XVell, if we bave tee mucb food, bew
about getting inte a war industry?" Tbose
of us wlîo coîne from tbe west bave bad
countless requests. I sborîld like te cite one
case whicb is unusual s'atber tban typical.
Tbis is a case wbiere I tbink one would say


