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Mr. HERBERT M. MOWAT (Parkdale):
Mr. Speaker, in interjecting a few remarks
at this stage into an interesting and viva-
cious debate. I take the place of other hon.
gentlemen who were to have spoken at this
time, and my remarks will have the virtue
of brevity.

As the extending of congratulation to the
mover (Mr. Cronyn) and the seconder (Mr.
McGregor) of the Address has not become
trite at this early stage in the debate, it is
not out of the way for me to say that we
have in the mover of the Address (Mr. Hume
Cronyn) an example to most of us in this
House. The hon. member for London is a
reader of books and a thinker along the lines
of that which he reads, and although he
has not troubled the House-or, rather
favoured the House-with many remarks
during past years, he is able, when called
upon, to bring the mind of a cultured stu-
dent to bear upon the subjects dealt with,
and to deliver a speech which is an occa-
sion of pleasure to all who hear it and which
will go down in the records of the House
as one of the best that at all events the
younger members have heard.

In the member for Pictou (Mr. McGregor)
we have another kind of speaker, namely,
the business man who deals in a concise
way with the questions that he is so well
capable of dealing with and with which
he is perfectly familiar. The bon. member
for Pictou, when he tackles a business ques-
tion, is like the description of his celebrated
forbear spoken of by Sir Walter Scott, Rob
Roy, when he said: "My foot is on my
native heath; my name, McGregor."

It gave pleasure on this side of the House
to see the unmistakable warmth of the re-
ception accorded to the Leader of the Oppo-
sition (Hon. Mr. Mackenzie King) by bis
own friends. He contributed a speech which
was able from a debating standpoint; per-
haps in only one respect did he transgress
the amenities of debate. The fact that he
was warmly applauded by his supporters is
readily accounted for, because this is the
first time that he bas taken his position in
the House as Leader of the Opposition. It
is natural that when he took his first flight
his supporters should be there heartily to
applaud him.

But I must say that in the speech of the
Leader of the Opposition there are some
things to which J cannot give support. Dur-
ing the last few years we have learned a
great deal in this country about the prin-
ciples of "safety first." These words have
been placed before the people on bill boards
and in any place where there is a possi-
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bility of danger, with the result that the
people have become more cautious and
accidents have become less frequent. If
ever a safe motion was introduced to this
House, a motion which was absolutely in-
nocuous to my hon. friend and bis support-
ers, it is the amendment which he bas
offered to the motion for an Address in re-
ply to the speech from the Throne. Of
course, every one who is beaten wants to
have a new alection. That is a well re-
cognized principle of human nature; the
man who loses the race always wants to
have it run over again. In a certain game
on which I am not at all an authority I
have been told that the man who bas been
losing all the evening is the man who wants
still another round of jackpots when every-
body else wants to go home. My hon. friend
and his supporters know very well that
there is no possible chance of such an
amendment carrying.

But I want to go further with my hon.
friend. I want to point out to him that ha
is not prepared for an election. If ha will
go to the province from which he comes
and will consult the party leaders there, he
will be told straight that ha is not prepared
for an election. When my hon. friend says
that he wants an election, does he mean
that he is prepared for an election in the
constituency of North York, where he has
been invited to become a candidate instead
of in his temporary sanctuary in Prince
Edward Island? If that is what he means,
then I tell him that if he expects to be
elected there he never was more mistaken
in bis life.

My hon. friend has not been here regu-
larly. Where bas ha been during the war?
For hc seems not to 'have learned the great
lesson of the war that no campaign, no
sortie, can be successfully carried out unless
ample praparation is made. The most suc-
cessful leaders in the war were those who
knew their details; those who had for weeks
and months made their preparations so thor-
ough that nothing was left undone to ensure
success. That is the great lesson of the
war. That being so, I ask my hon. friend
to inquire into what took place not very
long before he came into this House. Has
ha heard at all of an election in a celebrated
constituency in Saskatchewan, known as
Assiniboia? If he bas, ha will know the
danger of being unprepared. His friends
sent to that constituency two of his present
supporters who have attained a respectable
position in their party.

But of tîhese two one was the father, if I
may so state the position of a motion in re-


