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are-to offer as a pretext, it may be that for delay, but certainly a pledge that ouglt
the Auditor General's report is not ready, rigidly ta be abserved, ualess there was Bore
that the public accounts are not ready, that great emergency of whicb we have nat heard
the departmental reports are not ready ? as yet. Lt is ta tbe public interest that we

the sbauld meet earlier, because tbis Is the periad
Why are they not ready ? The public pays of the year wbich will best enable the logis-
for getting them ready, and those who are lators of tbe cauntry ta disebarge their duty
in charge of government business can easily and best enable the people of tbe cauntry ta
see that they are made ready in proper diseberge tbMr nlt unimpartant part in con-
time for an early session of parliament. nectian with the business of legisiatian. As
Why, Sir, every member of this House and soan as the spring opens, bath we and tbey
every intelligent elector knows very well are distractod with other things, and therefareever it is a materiai tbing for us, circumstanced as
that the reason of the delay is not owing tbis*business cauntry ir, tbxt we sbauld have
to the reports. It is more likely, Mr. a mare distinct understanding. if sucb be pas-
Speaker, that political exigencies are the rible, that aur session sbauld nat commence
cause. It may be some by-election, or at wbat 1 regard as an unreesonable time.
some similar excuse, of which members of This was almost a month eorlier (bau we
this government and of past governmients have heen cnlled together for the present
are w'ell aware. Suel being the case, i session. Tiat is tho opinion of a
think the date that I have suggested is not whose opinions, 1 think, are respectcd evei
an untimely one. If this House should tu this day. But, Mr. Speaker, I luay nY
meet in the last week of November the Ad- we have the opinion of the preseut i'it
dress could be disposed of, important mea- hou, leader cf this Iouse at a some-
sures of the government could be submit- what later date and I think Tiboraîs wili
ted and legislation could be well advanced agreq with me la seying thot the opinions
by the time of the Christmas holidays. The that were then expressed hald good to-day.
important Bills of the government could be I will now quote from 'Tiansard' of 1894,
priiited and laid on the Table and hon. met- Vol. 1, page 30. He was criticising the
bers could take the same with thein to their speeches of the mover and seconder of the
homes during the recess, consider theni, address, Sir James Grant and Dr. Lachap-
cofe bdck efter tho holidays and prceed elle.
with tre business of the oeuse ri a care-tre
fui and intelligent -y not having their m en wha e
minds distracted hy having their attention Mr. llOYD. The b-ouse met on the l5th
divided betw-een their duties bore and their Marc , ju t th te pbiys inter thai it met
private business. T msy Say that the viewe taiis yenr. le said t
that I bave given expression to bore are For inIstance, the boa, gentleman bas not seid
not new ta this bouse, and that thoy aro a word, nfr did th bon. ember for baheag,
not new ta the Liberals of this Hanse. 1 as ta the lte and inconvenicot season at whioh
propose to quote from the leaders of tie parliament ha been catled. I amn sure that

necions wittri.,h the usinesseof lelain. As

Literal party in te i a mater tn tr u .c mnce
thoy lield views very similar ta thaso I bld not approve. It bac been tho unwritten law of

Canada far a great many yers past, thet par-
at the presont time, aad I mnay addil that siament sbould b simmoned at an erly peciod
the remarks of theso gentlemen wor a de- in whe year, at tbe latest, toward the end of
livered at an earlier date than the present Jannary. The reaTn is obvius. ai this Cawea-
one. I will quoto from a speech jeuivered try we bave na priviloged lerc. Af l the mrn-
by the leader of the Liberai party duril g bers off Ibis bouse, xvitb soarcely an exception,
the session of 1886, as contained la vol. 1, are engaged ai the ordinary avacations of life,

paeS of the Officiai Debates. T[ho leader acod it is an abject off paramount necessity that
fser baving olisihirged their duies ta be

af the Liberai party at that time w;s the hoavntry, they choud o ablo ta go back ta their
bon. Mr. Blake wha thon said :cordicary hucices pureo its ouat tha opening

The first observation I bave ta meke Is une Off the, ucy easoiw. la ydars pat, I say, it

I made a session or twa aga, on the came waý the inawrigw m n kw oft Catd still, this

occasion ; that is, ta express a regret ei the yar the gtvernmcnt bave departgd from that
late period off tbe year et wbicb we are dis- p Iwe They waiteof, and wait and ecnwated, ft-
cbarging this, aur initial duty. I express that ti S th ir pecicg of the biy scason was in sight,
regret witb stranger feeling, because It w s bfore soemmonied narliment, acd as ta this,

with ~ ~ ~ ~ n th buins ofte osei acre r MALEN At whnat' ln daee ? fer

announced ta us by the First Minister, lest t a word o v elacation a afeed.
session, or tbe session before, thet we were to Mr. Bo The e t on ehents
meet edrlier an the future, beceuse we bave for Mat (h, gods wbo il over aur destinles

iame years been meeting much earli r th ie wo d hve co e aowi from the spbere whib

are naw meet- tTbey occupy in majesty, end give us a word
offt Iplanation.

Mr. MACLEAN. What was the date of Now. I suhit these very earefnlly con-
t e e sidered wordw tt the attention of te rigt

Mr. o OYD. ebruary 26tto, 1886. lton. leader offlte governent (Sir Wlfrid
Li enrlier tan we are now meetins Lhaurier) and trust watever action P and

-and because there ws a generi ui guvviment may be disposed to tae in

ing thd pledge ta a January meeting I do regard to this. wht I consider. ost import-
iot mean ta say a pledge that ws not ta be olt question that ho call keep Il remember-

broken if a greet public emergency shoul :alý Ionce t e words hoi the uttered wlen hon

Mr. BOYD.


