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external affairs the leader of the opposition complained that
in the state?uent I had made earlier in the afternoon I had
ignored China . In his words, it appeared as if I was alrsost
unaware of China's existence so far as that statement z-Tas con-
cerned . He suggested it ti•rould have been better if I had been
able to give the house some information on the question of the
recognition or non-recognition of the coramunist government in
china .

On that point I .would say that this is a matter now before ~
the government for consideration . It is a very difficult and
conplicated question indeed, as will be apparent fron the fac t
that countries such as the United Kingdon and India have recognized
the coranunist government in China, vrhile other countries such
as the United States and France have not done so . Therefore the
question arises whether the governraent, in the midst of difficult
and somewhat delicate discussions on the matter, should make
public at this time all the arguments for and against a particular
course of action .

I can assure you that when in the light of all the facts
a decision is made, it vrill be given immediately to the Hous e
of Corsmons and to the country . Of course under our parlianentary
systen that decision is the responsibility of the governraent--as
indeed the leader of the opposition himself indicated the other
night . At that time he warned us of haste in this . matter . To
use his own words :

i7e are under no compulsion to act hastily, but I
believe we are under great compulsion as a nation to act
with caution, with great care and after a full examination
of all the consequences that vrould flow from recognition
at this time .

I agree entirely t•rith that, and indeed we are acting tvith
great caution. One reason for delay--and it is only one reason,
of course--is to give to hon . members a chance to state in this
house their point of vietiv on this question . Indeed, the request
was made to the government by hon. members opposite that they
should be given an opportunity to express their point of view
on this matter before we came to a decision . They have had that
opportunity . The C .C .F . party has ï ndicated its position . The
Conservative party, through its leader and the Conservative
nenbers in the house, have had an opportunity to express their
vierrs . As a result, these views will be of value to the government
in coninr to a decision .

In his statement the other night i t seemed to me that the
leader of the opposition junped to a completely rrrong conclusion
on inadequate evidence when he said that a décision seeras to
have been made . The evidence he quoted for comint; to that conclusionwas a statenent made by General Zie2dau ghton . The leader of the
opposition used these tvords, as reported at page 462 of fiansard :

Let us see what i t was that was under consideration
in the • remarks of General L:cNaughton vzhen he made i t quite
clear that early recognition i s under consideration or has
actually been decided upon .

Those renarks of General 2 .icldaughton, indeed his, whole
gtatenient, meant nothing of the Y.ind . In the statenent to irhich
reference has been made, General 2acPlau~hton said--and I quote
froLl his speech as it was quoted at page 459 of hansard :

Unfortunately the further pro gress of these meetings--


