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I do not believe that in the long run this dark practice of govern-
t through tyranny and ignorance can prevail even within the shadow of the

iron curtain. I am confident that the resources of the human spirit, which for
athousand yéars have made western and eastern Europe the fountainhead of light
~dprogress, are strong enough to withstand this seige . In one after another
of the intellectual and cultural centres of Europe, the light of freedom has
tenporarily disappeared, and now it shows only in the western lands which are
beyond the reach of the Russian soldier . But even though we cannot see it I
~6r that that light still, burns, and that eventually it will help lift the
darkness that now surrounds it .

The United Nations

May I now turn for a moment or two, .Mr. Speaker, on a subject which
has been of very immediate interest to me in recent weeks ; that is, the United
gations. If we take a round view of the United Nations I think there i s
reason to believe that it has been strengthened rather than weakened during the
past year; and in spite of some discouragements and difficulties m3r eaperience
with this United Nations assembly confirms me in that,view . There is no need
forme to point out here that it has failed to solve âll major .problems that
confront us. It has not healed. the breach between east and west . It has not
produced a solution for the control of atomic energy, or an agreed plan for
disarmament . Because it has not provided us with world wide security we have•
~had to have recourse to supplementary and, if you like, "second best" arrange-
~nents, such as the North Atlantic treaty . Nevertheless the United Nations has
(important accomplishments to its credit in political, economic and social
Watters.

These, I think, have at least helped to reduce international tension .
Ithink we ought not to eaaggerate what has been accomplished, and we must look
~sqnarely at the problems that remain to be faced ; nevertheless I think we should
recôg~►izè what has beea achiePed because it is on this that we must build, and
,xe must go on building .

First let us examine the successes the United Nations has had in the
political field . I think we can look back with some pride upon the accomplishaents
~of the security council during the two years Canada has been a member of that
!council, because Canada has made a very respectable contribution to those
~accomplishments . The work of the security council of course has been uneQe n
1and imperfect . No one knows that better than I ; but it has I think prevented
serious disorders in mar~y places from spreading into wars which could have
I~lnvolved the whole world . Furthermore, and this is something that should be
~nderstood if we are trying to assess the value of the security council, the
esponsibility for dealing with these situations has fallen upon it during thre e

post difficult and dangerous years, when the problems of the world have been
conplicated by the unrest which always follows in the wake of a major war .

I I should like to mention just three of those achievements . The first
s Sashmir, where the situation might very well have eaploded into tragic events,

~at r.here at least it has been contained. The United Nations commission is on the
spot helping bring about a peaceful solution . Then Palestine, where of course the
nited Nations was not able to prevent an unhappy conflict, but where I think the
nited Nations actually did limit that conflict and help prevent it from spreading
er amuch wider area . The United Nations is still labouring there to brin g
bout a final solution, I think with great hope of success . Even more important
~as the success of the security council in the Indonesian nratter, a particularly
lfficult and complicated problem which at one time seened as though it coul d
ot be solved by international action . In this case I think we have some reason
o be proud in Canada . To a very consid erable extent it was as the résult of a
~anadian resolution, which was attacked from both sides, that the machinery
inally xns set up by the security council which now, happily, in a conference
tThe Hague has brought about a peaceful and satisfactory solution, one which I
SInk will stick, in respect of this complicated and dangerous Indonesian problem .

Zhough I have been talking about political matters, partly because w e
ave beeu on the security council for the last two years, I do not want to overlook


