
Proceedings of the Quebec City Summit 

We emphasize that good health and equal access to medical attention, health services 
and affordable medicine are critical to human development and the achievement of 
our political, economic and social objectives. 

We reaffirm our commitment to protect the human rights and fundamental freedoms 
of all, including those who are vulnerable, marginalized, disabled or require special 
protection. We are committed to the eradication of all forms of discrimination, includ-
ing racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and other related intolerance in our soci-
eties, as well as to the promotion of gender equality, and to achieving the full partici-
pation of all persons in the political, economic, social and cultural life of our countries. 

We will work to ensure that the input from the Indigenous Conclave of the Americas, 
held in Guatemala, and the Indigenous Peoples Sununit of the Americas, held in Ottawa, 
is reflected in the implementation of the Summit of the Americas Declaration and Plan of 
Action. We support efforts towards early and successful conclusion of negotiations on the 
Proposed American Dedaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which will promote and 
protect their human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

We consider the cultural diversity that characterizes our region to be a source of great 
richness for our societies. Respect for and value of our diversity must be a cohesive 
factor that strengthens the social fabric and the development of our nations. 

The principal responsibility for the coordination and implementation of the attached Plan 
of Action resides with our goverrunents. Ministerial meetings are producing significant 
results in support of Summit mandates. We will continue to develop this cooperation. 

We value the active support of the Organization ofAmerican States and its specialized 
organs, particularly the Pan American Health Organization, the Inter-American Insti-

tute for Cooperation on Agriculture and the Inter-American Children's Institute, as 

well as the Inter-American Development Bank, the Economic Commission for Latin 

America and the Caribbean and the World Bank. We call upon these institutions and 

other regional and international organizations to establish greater coordination for 

support to the implementation and follow-up to the Plan ofAction of this Sununit. 

The OAS has a central role in the implementation of the decisions of the Summits of 

the Americas. We instruct our Foreign Ministers, at the next General Assembly, to 

advance and deepen the process of reform in the OAS, supported by appropriate 
resources, to improve its functioning and to enable the Organization to better imple-
ment our Summit mandates. 

We welcome and value the contributions of civil society; including business and labour 

organizations, to our Plan ofAction. We affirm that openness and transparency are vital 

to building public awareness and legitimacy for our undertakings. We call upon all citi-

zens of the Americas to contribute to the Summit process. 

We, the Heads of State and Government of the Americas, have accepted the offer 

of the Government of the Republic of Argentina to host the Fourth Summit of the 

Americas. The Summits of the Americas exist to serve people. We must develop effec- 
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