Canada and the Arctic Coungcil

O Canada plaved a sipnificant rofe in éstablishing the Arctic
Council and served as its chair from 1996 [0 1998.The
Counncil’s other members afe Denmatk dncluding
Greenland and the Faeroe Lstands), Finland (chair from
2000 o 2002, Icelind, Norway, the Russian Federation,.
Sweden and the United States,

O International Indigenous people’s organizations are
"participants” in the Arctic Counci!, inchiding the Inuit
Circumpolar Conference, the Arctic Athabaskan Council,
the Gywich’in Couicil International. the Saami Council, the -
Russian Association of Indigenous Peoples of the North and
the Aleut International Association, The frst diree of these
have significant Canadian membership.

(3 There are five working groups whose mandares are:
sustainable development Arctic monitoring and assessment;
the conservation of Arctic flord and [auna; emhergency
prevention, preparedness and response;and the protection
of the Adctic marine enviroriment,

O The kev circuripolar issues are environmentzl protection,
climate change, contaminants; sustainabie developrent,
resource management, Arctic research and science, and
rrade development. )

(. Canada is commitied to northern issues and circumpolar
relations, and (o the pursuit of domestic and foreign
prolicies that. will enhance sustainable opportunities. for
Aboriginal peoples and other northerners. ‘

(3. Canada’s current main priorities. for the Arctic are!
= promotinga more strategic approach to sustainable
development,
= improving the future for the children and yout of the
ATCLIC;,
¢ inserting an Arciic dimension into the Rio+10 process;
»  building capacity;
« sustaining support for the Indigenous permanent
participants in the work of the Arctic Coundil.
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