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Canada and the AretiC COUncil 

n Canada ptiyed -a significant rote in establishing . the Arctic 
Council and .served as its e.:11air from 19 .96 uo 1998 .The 
Council's other inernbers at,é Denmark (including 
Greenland and the Faeroe Islands), Finlar.id (chair from 
2000 to 2002), [Celanci,Norwat .the Russian Federation,. 
Sweden and the United States. 

▪ International  indigenous people's organizations-are 
"partiCipante in the Arnie Council , inéluding the In Lit 

Circumpolar Conference y theAreticAtliabaskan 
the C.iwich'in Council International, the Saami Council, the 
Russiim Association of Indigenous. Peoples of the  -North  and 
the Aleutinternational Association : The first three of these 
have significant Canadiadme...nibership. 

El There are five Working'groups whose mandareS are: 
sustainalAe development;Arctic nwnitoring and assessment; 
the conservation of Arctic flora 2Lrid fauna; emergency 
prevention, preparedness and response; and the protectiOn 
or the'Ai'ctiC, marine enviriOnment. 

0 The.key circurnpolar issues .  are environmental .protection, 
climate . change,contarninants-,,sustainable deVeloPmeri-  t, 
r.esouree - management, Arctic research and science, and 
trade development. 

O , *Canada is committed to nbrthern issues 'and circumpolar 
relations, and to the pursuit of domestic. and foreign 
policies th2g...will enhance_ Susrainable'opportunities,for 
.Ahorigirial peoples and other northerners. 

▪ Canada'S current main prioritiesfbr the Arctic. are: 

prortioting:a rnorestrategic 'approach to suStainable 
developirtent; 

• improving the future for the children and youth of the 

• inserting an .Arctic <limension MtO 	 prOcess; 

• building capacity; 

• sustaMing support fOr the IndigenotiS permanent 
participants in the work o.f.the Arctic Council. 
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