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2. Each Contracting Party shall promote technical and scientific
cooperation with other Contracting Parties, in particular developing
countries, in implementing this Convention, iInter alia, through the
development and implementation of national policies. In promoting such
cooperation, special attention should be given to the development and
strengthening of national capabilities, by means of human resources
development and institution building.

3. The Conference of the Parties, at its first meeting, shall determine
how to establish a clearing-house mechanism to promote and facilitate
technical and scientific cooperation.

4. The Contracting Parties shall, in accordance with national
legislation and policies, encourage and develop methods of cooperation
for the development and use of technologies, including indigenous and
traditional technologies, in pursuance of the objectives of this
Convention. For this purpose, the Contracting Parties shall also promote
cooperation in the training of personnei and exchange of experts.

5. The Contracting Parties shall, subject to mutual agreement. promote
the establishment of joint research programmes and joint ventures for the
development of technologies relevant to the objectives of this
Convention.

Article 19. Handling of Biotechnology and Distribution of its Benefits

1 Each Contracting Party shall take legislative, administrative or
policy measures, as appropriate, to provide for the effective
participation in Dbiotechnological research activities by those
Contracting Parties, especially developing countries, which provide the
genetic resources for such research, and where feasible in such
Contracting Parties.

2 Fach Contracting Party shall take all practicable measures to
promote and advance priority access on a fair and equitabie basis by
Contracting Parties, especially developing countries. to the results and
benefits arising from biotechnologies based upon genetic resources
provided by thcse Contracting Parties. Such access shall be on mutually
agreed terms.

3. The Parties shall consider the need for and modalities of a protocol
setting out appropriate procedures, including, in particular, advance
informed agreement, in the field of the safe transfer, handling and use
of any living modified organism resulting from biotechnology that may
have adverse effect on the conservation and sustainable use of biological
diversity.

4. Each Contracting Party shall, directly or by requiring any natural
or legal person under its jurisdiction providing the organisms referred
to in paragraph 3 above, provide any available information about the use
and safety regulations required by that Contracting Party in handling



