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been ruined by tlie tactics of these agents in their efforts
to discourage rural teleplioues in Canada.

Twenty-flve years "Bell" policy in Canada, [rom 1880
to 1905, resultedt in the placing of 20,000 telephiones, les
thian 67î,000 of whicli were in the territory of the Bell
Telephone Comnpany of Canada, the balanice being- dis-
triliuted amougf the Maritime Provinces, British Colum-
bia, aud a few. smali independent corupaules. To-day
there are approximiately 200,000 telephones in the
Dominion, of wh.ich the Bell dlaim about 120,000.

I might take up your time indefluitely with exasuples
furnishing eouvincing, proof that in no part of thie world
have the peôple eujoyed the benefit of the teleplione ser-
vice to tlie saine extent under monopoly as they have
under competition, but I do not wishi te exceed the linfits
of your patience.

As however, it is somnetimes stated tliat conditions
upon this side of tlic Atlantic differ widely from those
iu the Old World, I would like to call your attention to
oue very convincing, proof of the beniefit of conipetition
under European conditions. 1 mean Stockliolm,
Sweden, which is to-day the hast telephoued cityý in
Europe, if not in the whole world. lu 1880 the Inter-
national Bell Telephone Company established an ùx-
change in Stockholm. Tlirec ycara later an indepeudeut
company was organized. by local capitalists, and in oue
year flua compauy had 2,300 suhacribers sagainst 900 of!
thc "Bell". The Government deciding to inonopolize
tho. teleDlione business -vurdliased ail thec "Bell" exchauges

At the present tine, as the resait of coinpetitioll

Toledo, Ohio, lias126 telephones per 1,000 inhabitants.
,St. Paul, iMiinn., lias 127 teleDhones per 1,000 in-

habitants.
Indianapolis, Ind., lias 131 telepliones per 1,000 ini-

haibitants.
Portland, Oregon, has 131 telephones per 1,000 ii-

habitants.
Kansas City, Kan., lias 132 telephoues per 1,000 in-

habitants.
Grand Rapids, Mich., lias 146 telephones per 1,000 in-

habitants.
bos Angelos, Cal., lias 215 telephones per 1,000 in-

habitants.

lu fhli h~t o! these figures nieed 1
Chicago f or an answer to the q~uestion
a natural monopoly?" Iu Chicago to-
telephoues fo ecdl 1,000 inhabitants, ai
thurty y-ears miuoopoly, or approximate1y
Chicago was telephoned to the saine ext
Sweden, its system would comprise 57
if to that of Los Augelos, 537,500. 1
mien, te avive the problern ofy-ho is goi
400,000 telephones uecessary to enable
plemeut its reputaf ion of being the J
manufacturing centre in the world witl
fIat it is aise tIc best telephoncd city i

Iu conclusion I xnight caîl your atte


