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Vor. XXIIL

THE GREAT

EWTON saw the motion of the planets in the fall

of an apple, and Thoreau the whole human race
. in .the inl‘m'bitants .of a Massachusetts vi}lage.
The essential qualities of things may ofien be seen the
smallest units, better indeed than in the mass or multi-
tude.

The appreciation of this truth elarifies the vigion and
cnables some to know where others have to guess, or can
('mly follow their fellows—the blind leading the blind
into the diteh.

The mass of men seem stupefied when oceasion de-
wands the consideration of things on any large scale:
they become dazed, mystified, helpless, and are easily led
or stampeded hither or thither by any glib-tongned selt-
seeker who knows no more than the rest, but makes them
believe that he knows.

Take the trade question. So long as you keep it down
to the matter of the trade of one man with another, there
is no diffieulty, no confusion. The benefit of free ex-
change is so evident that it is manifest even to the child
and the savage. Or take the trade hetween a town and
the farming country that surrounds it. The farmer ex-
changes his produce for store goods, and both the farmer
and the merchant profit by the transaction, and they
know that they profit, and why they profit.

Now, suppose that some of the citizens of the town who
grow vegetables, keep poultry within the town limits:
suppose that some of these men were to try to get the
town council to pass a bv-law to place a tax of fifty per
cent. on eges and vegetables bronght in from the country,
where in this whole length and breadth of the eountry
would vou find a eouneil so besotted with foolishness as
to accede to the demand? These gardeners and poultry-
men could not eonvince the townspeople by any quantity
of gloquence that a scheme that was so palpably intended
to inerease their own orofits at the expense of all their
fellow-citizens--that this scheme was really designed and
fitter to promote the interests of the public.

Trade, then, is beneficial, and is easily seen to be so.
and universally admitted to be so when carried on be-
tween twg individuals or two small groups of individuals.
We may pow go farther and consider larger grouns. and
still the benefits of trade are admitted in some cases, as
between Ontario and Manitoba, or New York and Minne-
sota. And just at this point the good sense of Canadians
and Amevicans alike scems to have forsaken them. They
are confused by the conception of a greater multitude
-of transactions, considered along with the entirely unes-
sential fact of differing nationalities and an arbitrary
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boundary line, and straightway they allow themselves to
be bamboozied and hmbugged into all sorts of schemes
for restricting trade, sehemes which, however, have all
one objeet, and that is to flecee the consumer for the
benefit of the loeal produeer.

Again, take the question of patriotism. A large part
of the popular conception of padriotisn is a blind pride
in ourselves and the country we live in, and an egually
blind prejudice against other countries and the people
who live in them. Tt is based very largely on a foolish
feeling that we are superior in all particulars of im-
portance to any other people, that our modes of speeeh,
our dress, our manners, our ways of doing things are
better than theirs, and that, consequently, when any
trouble arises between our government and theirs, our
government is, of course, entively in the right, and theirs
in the wrong. Such in general is patriotism, and man-
kind has made the mere pretension of possessing it the
highest of virtues.

But to see how absurd a thing this is which usually
goes by the name of patriotism, we have only to reduce
it to its lowest terms and consider the same feeling nar-
rowed down in relation to the individual. What kind of
man would he be, pray. who set himself up as superior
in every way to every other man in a community, and
who assumed a right to special privileges on that ac-
count? Only a drunken man or am insane one would do
so, and some drunken men and some lunatics are marked
by the possession of this very characteristic. Kipling
has recognized the true nature of this kind of patriotism
when he warns the British people against becoming
““qrunk with sight of power,”” and so breaking out in the
«frantic boast and foolish word.”” ‘‘such boastings as
the Gentiles use,”’ or as are made by the wild barbarians
outside of the pale of civilization and Christianity, whom
the poet calls “‘the lesser breeds without the law.,”” such
boastings, indeed, as Kipling thinks, call for the mercy
of heaven to forgive us for our foolishness. And yet
these very boastings ave the basis of most of our patri-
otic songs and speeches, and even of our patriotic ser-
mons. The Christian patriotism of many persons not
one whit higher than the pagan tribalism of their bar-
baric ancestors.

Examine, again, in the same way some of the elements
which @0 to make up what many persons consider as
national greatness. In spite of the teachings of history
and of reason, the mass of men are led to believe that the
areatness of a nation depends upon the area of its terri-
tories and on its volume of trade, Now, a considerable



