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e7aormin--X Sicilian Villa*ge.
S I IALL 1 ever forget miy first view, of Sicily! We liad eft the land of the

Sphinx, and for tiîree tlays the steamier hiad tossed, tii] one sighied for lanid
andi alinost resolvcd neyer to leave terra firmia again wvhein we finally arrivedl
there. Whiat a contrast Mihen xve got int the wvater lii<c glass uinder the Ice oif
the Islandi, andi what a xvelcumne sight wvhcui away lu the left, towing above
Uis, ansiflingb throughi the 1flornin'i(y mist, stood ta odef( w No

land visible bclow, but just Ibis litge geni, tlazzling-ly beanitiful, lifting ni) lier
majestic head to pay hiomage to, the new-born day. We landed at Mlessina, but
aI once proceeded to Taormina sorne fifty or sixty nmiles tu the soutli..

Taormina lias a perfect situation, standing six litndreti feet ahove the sea
level, witli a niagnificent view of the straits of -Messina. The vie\w is conidered
unle of the finest in Etirope, and for iny part, Taormiina is one of flhc 1-ost luveiy
spots imaginable. This litIle hainlet nestling haîf way ni) the liii] side witli itS
ýwindinig road, its 01(1 gates, ils long narrow miain street andi (maint side streets
witli stone stairxvays, is altogeîlîer a perfect paratlise for an artist. Th'le whoic

hili-side is laid out in lerraces ani there, as ini the rest uf Siciiy, orange ani
leinon trees grow in greal profusion, aiso olive andi alinond trees. We N'ere
fortuniate in seeing thie latter in full bloin. They Nvere very lovely. Trv lu
picînre a gloriotns day iii, M\arcli, sitting- on a stinny piazza and luokiiig dowii on
alrnond trees pinik wiîh blossoins, orange groves lîeavy withi fruit reatiy to bc
gathered and liere anI Ihere a garden laidi ont in flhc Italian style with piliars
anti stonework abotet gay withi inanv flowers. ()ie was i)artictilariy struick w'itli
the flowers thaI grexv iin suicl profusion, (mite irrespeclive uf seasun. There
were roses, gerainnîiis, lavender, violets, hyacinth and irises ail ini blooiii at thie
saine linte. Then, on the grassy slopes beiow grew îîrickly licar, large 1)ushies
of milky emiphorbia and niiany wiid flowers, inclndin, flhc reno )vtîcd l>o!,.er-like
asphodels. 1-ere and tliere hutge Nveatiier-bcaten pines stood(l ke sentinels, atit-
ing greatiy to the beauty of tieiaiis1cape; andtI l tlis, littie hiainets here andl
Iliere, andi away, Etna capped ini snow, with sinke curling ont againsî the clear
blue of flhc sky. One aliiosî shtîdderedti l think of wlîat nngtýht u)ne tay be the
awfuil fate of ail the villages sîuddetl on lier slope, and as a finai tuuch ini thlis
bella vista, xvas flhe blIne, biue sea \vith the coast of Calabria shîning ini the
dlistance

Tt is hiardly to be wondered at that Taorinna is fast becoining aL favored
resorî iii Spring. There are several gtotl hotels, One of wlîicli is of pectiliar ini-


