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Frenchi colli>xioîî is threatened, iii Corea, iii China, ini Japan,
xvhere sleeping and active voicanioes abound, iii Triîïidad
and near the mnouthis of the Orinoco, whiere Venezuela is
attemlpting to play high jinks, in Iiidia, in Burinah, in
Africa, and I do flot know where flot; and our people are
l)eginning to travel for pleasure, for gain or for investiglation.
Nowv, if we determinied to play a lone biand, wbat would it
cost us 1 In these days of huge Empires and linge enter-
prises of every kinîl, more Chan we could afford. To propose
it siîuply shows that a mail is afflicted witlb softness of
brain or swelled head.

The onlv road open to us is the one on which we have
wvalked since 17î63. We have evolved, during the last 132
years, successfully, f roml lower to higher stages of political
life, till we are at lengthi within measurable distance of full
f reedomn. "Oh01, you mean Imperial Federation! Some
papers caîl that a fad." Well, I. amrnfot concerne(l about
mimes. Let us stick to thiugs. You admit thiat xve caunot
remiain "a dependency." Wlîat then do you propose, if not to
share the responlsibilities ani privileges of full nationhood l
It is clear that we are slîut up to one road, ail(] that being
., it i5 Oui' duty to walk along it firmnly, taking one step at
a timie, persuaded that in Chat way we shaîl eventually get
to the goal. This, for us is a supreme question of duty. It
is important to Britain, but ziot indispensable. Britain woul(I
be great witbout Canada. Canada would be littie xithout
Britain. The question, too, will neyer be solved by men
unable to rise above personal or local selfislrness. There is
Something pitiful in any Canadian paper collaring the fir-st
Colonial Secretary, wlbo bias liad the nerve to face the pro-
blm, witli a cry foir immediate cash, on penalty of denouuc-
ing itu as insincere. "lIf you mean business grive us pre-
f erential treatment in your markets, or direct the current of
-British immigration away from the States and into Canada,"
is the substance of two or three editoriils I have seen. Depend
upon it, gentlemen, Mr. Chamberlain will coînply witli
nieither the one nor the other deniand. Your outcries inspire
us with less respect Chan we would like to feel for the an-
onymous guides of public opinion. Tbey misrepresent and
degrade the country. To suppose that the British people will
disorganize the mighitiest trade structure the world lias ever
seen, and disgust 97 of their customers siniply to put mioney
in the pockets of theý other :3 is to suppose tbat tbey are
lunatics. Or, does anyone suppose Chat intending immigrants
consult Mr. Chamberlain as to where they should go? They
inquire foi' themnselves where they are likely to do best. Few
Of thîcîn consuit immigration agents. Tbey have heard about
ouï' North-Wcst, and tbey know that a great deal of the soil
iH first-class, but thîey know also that as the winters are long
and terribly severe, it costs to live conifortably. They must
buY a great deal of coal, of coai oil, of woollens, of cottons,of
crockery,'of hardware, of agricultural implements, of black-
8smith's work, and scores of otbeî' tbings, and wbile these are
"6protected," even thougb pî'oduced in Britain, tbey get no0
protection in any market iii the world for what they raise.
ht is no comfort to thein to be told that the United States
are protectionist. The winters there are not s0 severe,and f ree
trade is secured among sixty or seventy millions of people.
That is "la home mark~et " worth the naine. In a word,
Canada cau do sometbing to divert British immnigration to
itself, but Mr. Chamberlain can do nothing, and to cry to
bim is a waste of breath. If we have not learned yet the
lesson of the last census, we-unlike Maryland-must be
blind and deaf and dumb.

As to Mr. Chamberlain's attitude, it is just what migbt
have been expected froîn lis whole career. He~ is the legiti-
's Successor of Johin Bright, in the Midlands,as an exponent
of the senise f fair play andother deep instincts of the British
1)eInocracy, wbilc partly because of bis organizing power-
le i8 more of a political force than Mr. Briglbt ever xvas or could
bale been. He is ready to give local Home Rtule to any ex-
tent, but bie bias too mucb bard, common seuse to consent to
break upw the United Kingdom, and too iluch bealthy
Im1perialismi to contemplate with pleasure the downfall of
the Britisb Empire. He recognizes, bowever, that the unity
of the Empire is in the hands of the great self-governing
Colnes more than in Britajn's, just because much' was done

before bis days to induce them to, or at any rate, in the hope
that they wouîd, set up bouse for themselves. Coercion is,
therefore, now -Out of the question, sbouid one of them re-
àlve to separate. But, "eas the possibility of separation
uad become greater, the wisb for separation.had become less."

It depends on theiselves, thiin, whetheî' tleir wish shahl
har(len ite, xii, or be evanescent as a (hleamn. He' does
isot even say that be believes in Imiperial Federation. It is
too nebulous as yet, and bias been too often called a dreami,
for a practical statesman to say that. Ail bie allows liimself
to say is th-at it is the kind of dreai whicb lays sncb a bold
upon the imagination that it lias a fair chance of realizing
itself. Iu the meanwhile lie will give lus best attention to
any proposa], the object of xvbich is to bind the différent
parts of tise Empire more closely together. Were we Eng-
lislinmen, we would say no0 more. Being Canadians, Nve must
do more.

As citizens, we cannot consent to occupy peranently an
inferior position toour fellow-citizens in England, Scotland and
Ireland. We save dollars hy oui' present position, but if we
lose moral fibre, our loss iufinitely outweighs our gain. For
no nation was ever destroyed by poverty, handslîîps, or' ex-
terrial enemies of any kiîîd. Itb deadliest foes are alxvays
interual. It is lost when it loses its soul, just as a muan or
woînan is lost. We can survive, in spite of (lefeats or sins,
but the loss of self respect is fatal.

Wliat then is needed to put us iîî righit relations to our
fellow-citizens, and to entitie us to deiand a i'easonable
sbai'e in deteî'mining the supreme questionîs, from whicli no
fr'ee people can divest themselves without acknowledging
Chat they are iii a condition of pupilage, and so forfeiting
the respect of others as wvell as self-respect?3 In tIse first
place, anl effective mnilitia. A recent article in the London
Spectator puts this necessity iii a nut sliell, while it lias the
additional nierit of referriug. to Britain itself without a
tbougbt of reflecting on Canada. "lWe are not going to
dictate to our great self-governing Colonies what they shiah
do," it says distinctly. Il We are onilv going to concert as
far as possible a working alliance xvith tbem. But an ally
is of no use who is not strong in bis own homre." Precisely
so ; and I have yet to meet witb an authority who will veui-
ture to allege that our ihitia is in an effective state. I do
flot argue with people who take the position that we sbouhd
bave no militia at ahl, and that the million we spend on it
is so inuch money wasted. They are amiable people and bave
a perf et righlt to their opinion. Some of tbem may go so far
as to allege that cities should bave no policemen, anid or-
chards no watch-dogs, or, at any r'ate, that the policemen
should on no account be allowed to shoot or the dogs to bite.
But the consmon sense of Christeîsdomi is on the othet' side,
always excepting Tolstoï and the Quakers, xvbo, in iuteî'pret-
ing Scripture, forget thmat Il the letter killeth." Evei'y State
bias its defensive force, aîsd a militia bas Il lefence, not de-
fiance" as its usotto. It cannot b'e îmarchîed out of the
counstry, even to repel anticipated invasion, save with its
own consent. But, so warinhy attaclîed to the Motlier
Country are Canadians that if she qvt, in gi'cet peil, oui'
militia would volunteer for foreign service. Why, in 1878,
wbien Britain bad on band a little war, about 10,000 of
tbeiïî forwarded to Ottawa applications to be sent to the
front, and these applications were sent to the war office, by
order of tise lion. A. G. Joues, then Minister of Militia.
What a blessing that the offers xvere Isot accepted !I made
enquiries as to the condition of soîne of the regiluents that
applied, and--thougb, or just because, the spirit of the men
was all that could be desired -it wvould be unfair to descî'ibe
their utter and absolute inefliciency. They were about on a
par witb Falstaff's regiment. But I must reserve for another
communication wlsat evewý a bystander can *sec to be needed
unider this lîead. It is necessary to enter a little into detail
here, and I ans desirous that îuy readers should digest my
pî'eface, and then follow me imteligently, step by step.

G,. M. GRANT.

AV Tiîought of' 1eath.

A shcep -aîd yet a sieep thiat hath ail end,
An end that rest o'ertaking;
(Tlsougli bone ami fibre with our earth-be'l bhend,
The dormant soni forsaking.)

A sleep,-yet tlsrough the sleep a sense of feai',
Ais awful half-life nsaking;
A dread, îîîereasing coitstless year by ycar,
The dread of an awaking.
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