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WEILE the botel-keepers and retailers of Montreal are busy booming
their Winter Carniivai, certain railroad magnates look askance at their
enterprise. One of tbese gentlemen, an owner of many square miles in
the North-West, recentiy observed to an Engiish visitor: "The trouble of

ahl tbis Carnivai business is that it spreads the notion abroad that Canada
is an arctie country. An ice-palace an bundred feet bigli is a poor adver-
tisement for emigrants. Every man wbo sends bis photograph ta England
must, even in Juiy, with perspiration thick upon him, don fur cap and
coat, and be sprinkled witb sait in defanît of snow, for the sake of pictur-
esqueness. One of these Carnival coilectors asked me for a subscription
this morning, and 1 told bima lie could baye twenty-flve dollars if lie would

get Up a series of views next suinmer of people prostrated by sun-stroke

an St. James Street. He left '

TIrE Librariansbip at Ottawa lias uow been vacant for nearly a year.
Wby is there no appointaient The habit into which Sir John Macdonald
bas got of keeping places open, whetber it arises from senile procrastina-

tion or from a desire ta keep patronage danglîng as long as possible before

the eyes of expectants, is very injurions ta the public service.

CANADiAN readers of The Xnglisls Illustrated Magazine wili notice with
pr-ide and pleasure that the illustrations accompanying the paper entitied
IlCloveily," in the Christinas Double Number, are by L. R. O'Brien, Esq.,
R. C. A., of Toronto. Tbey are nine in number, and are excellent in con-

ception and execution, especiaily those bearing the legends IlReturn of the
Herring Boats," "lDown Along," Il Rerring-nets, Drifting" and INorth

Hill."

ExcoURAQED by bis reception in Convocation Rail, Mr. Sanmuel Brand-
ramn returus to Toronto on Saturday next, wben it is. understood there is

every prospect tbat a large and intelligent audience will assemble ta bear
bis marvellous recital s. ____

Row can the citizens of Toronto be expected ta, leave the erection of a

new court-bouse with confidence in the bands of a Council which stands

paraiyzed in the presence of rniuddy streets and defective drainage '1 Even

Ottawa inight have blushed for the Queen City on the evening of Saturday

last, wben slusb was from four ta six iuches deep at tlie corner of King
and Yonge. ___

TEE acting of Mr. Dion Boucicauit, jr., in the Toronto theatre last

week elicited a considerabie amount of favourabie comment amongst loyers
of the sock and buskin. Ris Danny Mann in 11The Coileen Bawn " was
an especially fine performance, and would bave reflected great credit upon
an actor of mucli more exteuded experience. In the second act, where

Mrs. Cregan gives Danny ber son's giove as a proof of bis supposed desire
ta bave the Cohleen made away witb, and again where the misguided
cripple plunges Eily1 into the river, Mr. Boucicauit's acting left littie ta lie
desired. Every feature, every gesture, every tone bespoke the borrified
youtb wbo, ta oblige, as b e thought, a beloved master, undertook a crime
against wbich bis wbole seul revoited. lis pourtrayal of the death-bed.
scene was equaliy effective. Miss Nina Boucicault aiso, despite a littie
nervousness, is rapidiy improving, whilst tbe irresistible Myles na Cop pa.
leen is as popular as ever, and seems totally imperviaus ta tlie attacks of
Time.

TEE foilowing is cnt freim the Liverpool Mercury.-

The Provincial Board of Health of Toronto, Ontario, 'which is to the Province of
Ontario what the Local Government Board is ta Great Britain, bas been doing good
work in sanitation. But it needs a Jibrary o! hygiene and vital statistics, and has no
money whirewith to purcbase the books. Inspired by a happy thought, it has sent out
to the principal publishers o! Europe, sud proposed that they should supply the llbrary,
assuring themn that if they will give the books Ilample sud proper space " shahl be
provided for them. Goveruments supported by voluntary contributions would hardly
seem ta be a Utopian dream if this kind of thing goes on. Shipbuilders will next be
asked ta furnish ships, aud gunmakers arms, ta, our colonies.

TERRE were tliirty-four failures in Canada reported ta Bradstreet'5
during the past week, as compared witb twenty-flve in the preceding week,
and witb tbirty-tbree, twenty-tbree and four, respectively, in tbe correspond-
ing weeks of 1883, 1882 and 1881. In tbe United States there were 296
failures reported as baving taken place during the saine periad, as cam-
pared with 237 in the preceding week, sud witb 246, 247 aud 169, respec-
tively, in tbe corresponding weeks of 1883, 1882 and 1881. About 84 per
cent. were those of smali traders wbose capital was leas than $5,000.

TEE generai opinion in England witb regard ta the case of A dams v.

Coleridge, seems ta be that the judge ouglit ta bave nansuitcd the plaintiff

on tbe ground that Bernard Coleridge's letter of warning ta bis sister was

confidential, sud that there was no evidence of malice: The course wbich

lie took of allowing the case ta go ta the jury, sud then entering a verdict
in accordance witli the law, is nat unusual in ordinary cases, but was not

suitabie ta a persoal case of this kind. Ris abject apparently was ta

escape responsibility; and, lie bas doue this, nQt at the expense of Mr.

Adams, but at the expeuse, of the Coleridge's, who, relying on the legal

plea that the'letter was confidentiai, produced no evidence on their side.

SIR ALEXANDER GRANT, by wliase deatb the Priucipalship of tlie Uni-

versity of Ediuburgb is rendered vacant, was a man of some mark. Re

liad lield an important educational office in India sud bad published the

best edition of Aristotle's Ethics. The candidates for the Principalship
are said to be Mr. Matthew Arnold, Mr. Huxley and Sir Lyon Playfair.
Scotch orthodoxy must have relaxed its rigour to an amazing, degree if it

can accept Mr. Huxley. Mr. Matthiew Arnold has been less aggressive;
but there are passages even in his writings on religion which would make
the bair of any devout Presbyterian stand on end. Sir Lyon Playfair is a

Liberal; but lie bas not ineddled with theoloigy. Ris candidature also,

appeais to the national sentiment, which, though iess uncompromising than
it was, is not extinct.

WITHOUTr notoriety Ilsociety " journalism (so-called) wuid soon become
a iost art-as is frankly acknowledged by Mr. Edmund Yates in his recital
about the establishment of bis organ Th/e World. But it is possible to pay

too dearly for the law-courts advertising which is occasionaily the outcome

of unscrupulous attacks upon private character and of the retailing back-

stairs gossip picked up by eavesdroppers. The fates appear to bave been

somewbat unkind of late te the social pests who wax fat upon the circula-
tion of scandai. The recent attacks upon Lord Coleridge in 73/se World
have recalled the, scathing castigations given by the Chief Justice to Mr.

Yates when the latter was sentenced to fine and imprisoniment for libel.
The Laboucbère-Lawson incident-tbe result of a scurrilous paragraph in

Truth-has also been unearthed in this connection; and now the edîtor of

Vanity Fair is attacked in bis own sanctuma by an indignant nobleman,
whilst the proprietor of Modern Societ y-a piratical hasb of the varions

Society journals published in London-bas been fined $5,000 for a vile

siander upon a lady of position. In the course of an article upon IlPro-
perty in Letters " the Englisb Queen takes occasion to say :

The invasion of the sanctity of private life is one if the evils of the day. Gossiping
writers of memoirs and recollections of deceased persons contribute no inconsiderable
portion to our current literature, and what are termed the society journals pander to
the curiosity of the publie for piquant scandai. As has been truly said, it would almost
add a new terror to death to retiect that every letter that had been writteu, possibly in
baste or anger, should be printed, not for the edifica ion of the public at large, but for
the gratification of scandai-mon gera and the retailers of priaient gossip. Thanks to
the existing law, as re.enforced by Vice-Chancellor Bacon, sucb a disastrons state of
things is not possible at the present time; and, whi]st sympatbizing fully with Lord
Lytton in having to suifer tbe annoyance of bringing the family jars of his parents
before a public court, ive cannot but thauk him for maiutaining so successfully the
sanctity ot communications which are made by letter from one per8on to another. The
receiver of a private letter is in the saine position as a physician, a solicitor, or a minister
wlho receives a private communication, and the publication of the former may be as
infamous a breach of confidence as the divulgence of the latter.

IF the Huse of Lords, as a political institution, bas ceased for a moment
to agitate the public, the Lords, as private persons, are more to the fore thanl
ever. The other day Lord Perth flgured in one court, Lord Garmoyle and
bis father, Lord Cairns, in another. Lord Coleridge, cbarged witb being

the cause of a libel for wiiicb his son, tbe Hon. Bernard Coleridge,
is nmade actionable, appeared in company, if one may say se, with Lord
Marcus Beresford, wbo is indicted for assaulting Mr. Bowles, of Vanity
Fair. Love letters ; letters intended to kili love ; the way a peer deais
witb a son contemplating a mésalliance; the way a peer deals witb a
daughter about to marry a man whom lie does not approve; the peer;
considered as a man of business; the nobleman considered as a pugilist of
the lord who joins a board of directors without reading the prospectus of
the company bie is to manage ; the lord who breaks off a match witbout
reading the letters of a daugbter-in-iaw expectant ; the lord wbo resents a
libel with bis fists ; the lord wbo is cbarged witb suggesting a libel against
a man who may yet be bis daughter's busband ; the lord wbo deserts a
wôman wbom lie professes to love, to please bis very religionsiy-minded
mamma, and forfeits $50,000 to be free ; the lady who leaves the bouse of
lier father, a peer, because bier love for bier betrothed is stronger than lier
love for bier oid borne-ail this we are taiking about to-day. Much of it
is very painful ; some of it is truly scandalous. But the public interest
in the doings of these people with tities shows that England loves a lord.
Its curiosity is born of affection ; nothing iess would sustain it at sncb a
burning point. The lawyers at ail events ouglit to love tbem. They bave
put several tbousands of pounds into legal pockets during the last few
days. -

RAS it yet occurred to the public that Rer Majesty wiil complete the
jubilee of bier reign on June 20, 18871 It lias occurred to many people
about the Court, and, according to the last Englisb mail, sebemes are already
being formulated to keep the festival in the grandest style, witb ai national
bonours. The last Royal Jubilee England bad was in 1809, when George
III. was King. That was merriiy kept. But it is proposed to make the
whole season of 1887 a sort of recognition of Rer Majestyps long reign.
Many ideas are already afloat, and the one which lias most likeiihood of
being adopted is the use of the parks for a great show. The scbeme bas
not yet taken shape, but there is a talk of reproductions on a large scale, à
la IlOld London " at the Resîtheries. Then a wbole week is to be speut in
carnivai. June 2Otb is to be kept as a national holiday, aud every forai of
amusement is to lie provided. It seems early yet to think of wbat wili be
done in 1887, but if any of the more magnificent ideas now afloat are
adopted, mucli preparation will be uecessary. Parliament wiil bave ta be
asked for money for any sucli a National Fair as that contemplated in
Hyde Park.

TEE American Exhibition of the inventions, manufactures aud resources
of the United States, wbicb is to be beid in London in 1886, will in
many ways be a new departure in international exhibitions. The variaus
buildings, sections, etc., will be mo arranged that tbe visitor, in wbat hoe
sees around, bim as lie traverses the Exhibition, will make a trip front the


