
894
THE WEEK.

used in the case of proposed constitutional
Changes, and in all other naatters on dc-
mand of a certain number of cit,*zens. An
inherent defect of the plebiscite is tlat in
many cases so niuch derends upon the form
in which the general principle or policy to
be affirmed or denied is wrought out, t-bat,
in t-he absence of a definife bill, one înay
scarcety know whether t-o approve or con-
demmi. Obviously, in a question like t-bat
of prohibition, in which t-be decision mayaffect thbe property, t-be comfort, or the well-
being, persona], domestic, or social, of every
man and woinsn in the land, and in many
cases t-bat of wonlen even more profoundty
t-han that of men, any restriction of thbe
ballot on grounds of propcrty, class, or s(tx,is s0 far an obvious falling short of an ideat
standard of justice.

BOOKS.
Wbo among us bas flot been cverwbelmed

with, a feeting cf awc as, be bas been usheredint o soute great library and finds hiniself sur-roundced by a wilderncss (If books? Tier
bcYond tier in endîcass line tbey stretch-
bouks, some cf t-hemn umknown to t-be world
(eCi by nine c t-lera whose title je a Ilue~-
hcld word in every age and land; some wbos ,influenice has been but a hubbte on the wax-e,
uttiers whicbi, like a nmigbty occan-cum-rcîi
have chiangeci the wile course cf history. The'.ery aur is retîcleut cf the meruuries cf t-le
Past. W'e stanîd with hushed voici- andi me-verent mien as if ini soule great mînnster
thickly atrewn with thbe ashes cf the djead.But frcm these urna, bas 'sprung a spirit tChatcan neyer clie, amil wbicb, an angel cf light,evé-r beckcns us ou1 to bigher and botter fbimîrs.For, as the great Blind Poet Say": II A gocdbook is the precicus life bloond cf a mse
spirit, ellbblrn0 d(- auj treasîuret uu oni purposefor a life beycud life."

The word it-seif ILhook" ia derivec froii the
A'S. ' 'bc" cc]iuected witb the Word I Ibeecb,becauIse books were at tîrst ainung these rudepeopte made fromn the inner barli cf t-he beceti

But tlldusaud' uIf Yea,"rs befcre our A.&.sticestors rerdcd theit- thcughts inî bocks,t-be Assyrialis atampetî their t-hoii,,hts il, dune.iforîn, or weîlgc eshapeti chai'acters upon Claytabluts somany tIiocsuDlla cf which ]lave,,t-o, fcuund iu the mlounlds cf t-be Tigris andEu1 utrates, aud piat cd in thti great ruuseuins
cf Europe.

T]ie bocks cf flhe Romans ccnpsiîteil chi-fîy,of papyrums rula, the papyrus grewing upon
the reedy umaýrgini cf the Nite. 'Th,,, t eaves,
or Jitr!ips, cf papyrus wure sluecialîypr re
fIr thte îvritiimv, aud the at]ur, if he Wialied
[S1 Ive 5b0)td 110w s;iy, tC> thaxve bis bc-,k tb
hisled, sent bis original te t-be copyi.9t, in-
8tructiluýý blin tCO ave .- uîlanY copies made by
thle a rit-crs, or scribes. Tliese copies were
then, sent to the> deccrators, A lic orunnonted
ttte margiiis aud the initial uvords (if chapters,
ant-1i who passed t ho rtll ou to Chose w ho

>cutdit upon a r-uuu<t stick or cylindetr, cffronl cne tg two feet in 1eoiti aund adoruoed ttýb>U omis with lîiiat or ivory cis Thte -,eroll
si ièreîored le<~snt t>, thbe case-iuakei, w hoMnade tîte c ed., t box to protect if fromnicisturo
and osPeeiafl]y frcm muoths Tbe peous -u-

alydec --I)iLfly froru the Nile, and t-be iltk

Was extremely durable, many rolîs haviîîg becît
disiltcrred af ter the lapse cf 1800 ycars. Fr» i
t-be casemaker the rotîs wcre sent to t-le
tibrarian or stationer, wbose warcs were ar-
rangedl about bis sbop very nucb as rollcd-up
rîaps are arranged in a modern scbool-roum.
If is scarccly necessary to say tbat, besides
papyrus, t-be aucients used parchmnent, vel-
Juin, thinlybeatelt leaden shoots, and waxen
tablets, for t-boir literary work.

Netwit-bst-anding, tien, t-be great expeuse
(we must neyer fctict t-bat the ci"mîdcynicut
cf slave tabor wonderfully lesseîîed t-lus ex-
pense), t-be aucients cotlect-ed vast libraries.
With t-henm, as witb us, "cf the inaking of
bocks t-bore was ne end. " The oldc et cf titese
libraries with maituscript writiîtgs was ttîe First
Library cf Egypt, t-be accounts cf the mmr-
x-llous sizc cf wliicb setî almost fabulons.
Tbis was followed, ages aftfersards, by antîer
great Egy ptian library, t-bat cf Atexand-ia,
foundcld by Ptolcmy Soter, and cont-aining,
accordliug to eue account, 400,000, and accord-
ing te anotber, 700 000 volumes. Ifs stores
wcre increased by the addition cf the books cfthe library cf Pergamos (the city whose naine
gives us the Word II parcbmont ") ccntaining
200,000 volumes. Tihis Alexandrian librarywas the Wonder cf t-be world ; but in 391 A. D.if waa almost entirely dest-royeti by a rabbte cfChrist ian mnonks led by a fanatical Archbishep;
and t-be Moors, centuries afterwards, coînpleted
ifs destruction.

Nuut cnly bcd t-be Romians great Publie
libraiec, as we bave, but t-be prix ate tibrat icswere, în many iinst;uces, t-hrown opeit t-, tte
public. Mauy-lu fact, oost-cf those greaftibratries were dos,,troyeul by the barbariaits Wbooverran flie Empire fromo the 3 rt t-o the lth
ceîîtury. The l>reci((is retimaius 'uere preserved
cbietly in couvents andî monasteri,s, aulne cfwhicb pesseIssed from 1,000 bo 2,000 volumes,
whîile ctbei-s ccnsidered tboîinselves fortumiate
imm prcssesaimg 10 or 20 volînutsf. O)f tîtese con-
vent mmcl collections mnany rentain to titis dlay:

o.,,tie coltection <of Christ Ctîurch, Oxford,
and that cf Canterbury. Altougb t-be in-
auguration cf flic era o~f tIse univursities imi the12th cenitury gave a great imoipetIîs Co the
miultiplicationi cf bocks fuir t- studetî, yetthte excesses cf the religicus reformuers ini theI ?th century and their zeal against Rolm utCath ilicismn led fi> the destruction cf mny
valuabte lîbraries.

The mnat colebrated lilraries iii the world
af present are probably : the Ný'latiuual (formner-
ly thbe Royat) Library cf Paris, with alinost2,000,000 printedl bocks and 150,000 M -88.t-ho. Vatican Library at Rome witb t-li beatcollection cf ancient MSS. in existenice ; amuit-be Library cIf t-be British Museum with ifs
million volumîes.

But uîmfil t-be inventionî cf prinimîg theredoulti bc no circulation cf bocks as wo under-st-antithat expression. For t-belabtur cf ittulti-
t-Iilg co5pies was se excessive t-bat only t-be ricbCoutil alford tCo have a library. So predious
Were t-le iianuscripfs t-bat tlîey were dlîained
t-c t-be ulesks in churcli anti hait ; amii se great
lvasl t-be uork (if mmakimîg, copies t-bat Alcuini, theAnglo-saxon

1 iniok, tuiloid22 yearsaf transcrib-ing al ver'sion cf t-be Sdriptures.
The Ilist-ery cf printing is full uf interest,

but t-mme permits only a glalnce at if.Fr-i t-be muot remete a.gea flie Chines0 , badttme sy, stein wvich t-ieY sfill use ;t-he stanmpimîf,
impomi I 'aper ouf t-be impression frira a block
engravt- as a tihoie. This wcs, imi fact, Imere-

[ Au(;. 18tb, 1893

]y the AsByrian priiciple as exelplîbied Intb
dlay tablets. But it was tot until 1428 Chat

there ccurred the idea of Ovble type
type whielh miglit, therefore, be .arrag ed
any combinat ions, and whlic cOul> 1  be c
again and agaili. Thtis principle, the app
tion of which revolutionized the wor>î, e
put iito effet by two mon apparentlY at the
saine time. These men were Laurenc 6 e str
cf Harl3m, Holland, and 01utnbrg
NMayence, Gernany. Frumn the scies

Haarlemn and Mayence, the new art rpid]Y

spread throulhont E uropei 'dc<(>î
coniteste with the two the houer Of trs
been the birthplace of the art. ' Tl h
printed book appeared iii abo~ut, 1440;a
earliost une i>rinteid by Gutenlberg ealsý
c(py of the Bible ; and about thrty Ye1'
tbreafter Caxton se up îiis press t V3t

iulin st er.. sible-
With printing, newapaper.s bedainle Mhv

X ithout it the F ourt bi 1statec oiî d no e t
sprung int<î being. The Romiians had4t lActa
truc, tbeir II -Acta Diurna " and ~
Publica " written bulletins, or notices, '
day by day in the forum or the luretii the
These woe prepared by the clerks unlder. 6
athority of the magistrates, and conai"

notices >f daths, birts, tho a5 0îoul
revenue required or collected, rtew edGS 1 5 t
oher like information. They weOe, ,tCe

much like the Govern mre t or 4)fbC ionî g %w
Of Our 'wn day-furnishing, in additiOfs. 1t()
'ver a certain amout of public theS
Veice ad Grnany it is that 0"

or g f tcrew p 4J Joriin ic ewsaper prp . ,
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blug, atl l)il ri nig iii the latter part, 'If t e 15
centurY, and containing an acc 0 0nt oftepl
cvry of Aierica, of te capture Of Colle

tinople by the Turks, of the burfifg Of )1'
f earthjquakes, ilii1ially oter iteoisî Of

In tbe 16it], century, tliere apP ,d jil
V enice, at thst ini w riting and a fte i~ rt

prin. I LeNotzie cliitt," hi h 'al1gi
seeli aud read fo r a sf1511l coin li
(a z e tta : l mn w , ) u r W o rd eg o n zt Ot e t

E nigland tht' on r of prcedeî>ce bel nfs~ Of
IThe News out uit Ho)]laud,, of thle t'10 (

.Ja;uos L." The Eiiglisl ocel
Elizabetb's reigil being 110w CfS<>
thentie.stlgo

Did space permit it would be itr r>0
study m ore in detail the histoi-Y rufOtîl

tg eynanicipation f ,,n blioxioUS g l ho l

tal restrictionîs :in aword, 'fth strUggîco je"
whic it as>asse<l froin the day WhOî' 3k ofdozen copies (If a tiny sheef were oslt

fron the primitive haîid-press to t'le p - 0 e
wben the scts fait front the wilnell
like leaves fromn the wiîd-swe't frest' il 1>t

We live to-day, thon, inaworld 110,Je<o t '
printed matter. Of the 1 ,reseiit cen ry. 11(I
true that II of the making of booh- tlefb)Oý
enmd,"' wbile frum the sui11 l nuinlier CI bel
Chat ever Fuccee1 înany an author haS ', Oi

hat- mine eneiny miglit write a bok, th
We Cali scarceîy put ourýlIvCS ilta or'l

position of the lcil of the pat l t)ien or
a part of tbe populationi ciould nleither 5ti'>

0

Write. But stili t-is universal u ili
of re ding m at t r is not an lll ii et d< 0 "ql
eýads t,> shpericiality of kiiowl lý' VI,î LI
nut reail everyfbing, anîd yet IvWUe ilti
m u et h a v e a c o n v e rs a ti , > îa t a c ti aîSî t '1
with the tbousand and one evenls hil


