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The * Life and Speeches of Sir Henry
Maine,” just published by Mr. John Murray,
has the names of Sir M. E.Grant Duff and Mr,
Whitley Stokes on the title page, the formeras
author of the brief memoir prefixed to the
speeches and minutes, and the latter as selecter
and editor of these last. A fineand ‘speaking’
portrait of the famous jurist is given as a front-
ispiece,

The February instalment of the Autobio-
graphy of Salvini, now appearing in the Cen-
tury, contains an aecount of his early experi-
ences a8 an actor with Ristori, of his arrest as
8 8py by the Austrian Government, of his ser-
vice as a soldier under Garibaldi, and of his
first great success in trsgedy. He Iays'a tri-
bute to Pope Pius 1X., and at the same time
criticizes his political action in 1848 and ridi-
cules the censorship of the stage in those days.

In ““The Survivals of Christianity : Studies
in the Theology of the Divine Immanence,”
shortly to be issued by the Macmillans, Dr.
Charles James Wood compares Christian doc-
trines with those of other religions and with

the various forms which Christian doctrines.

have assumed in the several stages of their
historical development. After showing how
the pure teachings of Jesus and bis apostles
have been affected by contact with other
modes of life and thought than theirs as well
28 by the general inheritance of pre-Christian
ideas, the author proceeds to express emphati-
cally constructive views upon important reli-
gious and social questions of the present day.
It is an earnest, instructive work.

Discoursing pleasantly on literature as an
art, Mr. Andrew Lang offers the ‘‘private
opinion” in Longman’s that * the exercise of
translating, from dead languages or living, is
& part of education in the art literary which
can hardly be overestimated. It teaches the
value of words, it discourages the slattern, it
compels you to press the last drop of meaning
vut of the original, and to endeavor to under-

stand the genius of your own language.” The

born literary artist, Mr, Lang thinks, will
like preliminary exercise of this kind ; men
who are not born artists will not take pains to
read or translate, but will sit down quietly
and say, * Go to, let us write a romance,” or
“* Go to, let us reel off articles for the papers.”’
Thus the literary aspirant may determine
‘whether he is a born artist or no.

A “ Library of Economics and Politics,” to
be edited by Professor Richard T. Ely, is an-
nounced by Crowell & Co. The volumes are
to be brought out at irregular intervals, and it
is stated that a high standard of excellence will
be maintsined in the series. The volumes at

esent arranged for are ‘‘ The Independent
asury System of the United States,” by
Professor David Kinley, of the University of
‘Wisconsin ; “ American Charities : A Studyin
Philanthropy and Economics,” by A. G. War-
ner, Ph, D., Superintendent of Charities for
the District of Columbia, and Professor-elect
of Economics in Leland Stanford, Jr., Univer-
sity ; and “ Regudiation of State Debts in the
United States,” by Professor W. A. Scott, of
the University of Wisconsin. Professor Ely
will himself contribute two volumes, one on
““Bocialism ” and one to be called *‘ Sugges-
tions on Social Topics.”

It may be that Mr. Stopford A. Brooke's
monumental work on ‘‘The History of Early
English Literature,” recently published by
Messrs. Macmillan, will awaken an enthusiasm

- for Anglo-Saxon in quarters where its study

has bitherto been neglected, says the London
Literary World. He has certainly done his
pert towards a revival. ¢ Of what kind the
early English poetry is, what feelings inspired
the poets, what imaginations filled their hearts,
how did they shape their work- that is the
wital, the interesting question ; and to answer
it the poetry itself must be read.” A traus-

Aation made in any one of our existing rhym-

ing metres seems to Mr. Brooke as much out
of the question as a prose translation. He'
has, therefore, invented s rhythmical move-
ment which, while permitting literal transla-
tion, expresses, he thinks, with some little
approach to truth, the proper ebb and flow of

_ Anglo-8Saxon verse.
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READINGS FROM CURRENT
LITERATURE.

NORTHERN SONG BIRDS,

We have no regular night-singers in
Michigan, and, so far as I am able to
learn, America does not equal the Old
World nightingale, although we have
diurnal songsters which .excel. The
famous English naturalist, Gilbert
White, records three species of birds which
sing at night in the British Isles. They
are the reed-sparrow, which sings among
the reeds and willows, the woodlark, sing-
ing in mid-air, and the nightingale, ag Mil-
ton deseribes it,—

) “In shadiest covert hid.”

There are several species of owls, which
roll forth or screech out their notes at
night, and also numerous shore-birds and
waterfowl that Issue their varied calls,
and especially these latter are to be heard
during the season of migration, as most
birds are partlal to night travel spring
and autumn., Then, too, our well-known
whip-poor-will confines his not unmusiecal
but monotonous jargon to the hours of
darkness, while the scream of the night-
hawk breaks on the ear between the get-
ting and rising of the sun. But thege
birde are not, strictly speaking, songsters,
although their notes undoubtedly fill
thelr requirements as to harmony and ex-
presgsion. The plain, domestic little chip-
ping sparrow sometimes favours us with
its simple reverberating chatter In the
darkest of nights. The notes hardly de-
serve the name of song, but heard issuing
from the surrounding gloom, the simple re-
frain commands our attention from its
oddity at the unusual hour. The wood-
peewee not rarely quavers forth its plain-
tive effort, sounding in the deep shade like
a walil from a departed spirit. This fav-
ourite singer is a remarkably early riser,
as he is also late in going to rest, and I
have sometimes thought that his musical
efforts at night were the result of an
error on his part—an ldes strengthened
by the fact that the notes are rarely
heard more than once during the night,
and moreover the song is only occasional.
Two others, which are sometimes heard to
burst forth in ecstatic melody, are the her-
mit and Swainson’s thrushes. They are
transients in my locality, but nest to the
north of us. If I could describe the songs
of birds, so that others could appreciate
them-as I do, I would feel that a partial
acknowledgment had been made to the
divine melody issuing from these birds’
throats. We often hear that the best
singers are the ones of plainest plumages,
but this is assuredly not so in all in-
stances. If one is permitted to listen to
the sweet song of the scarlet tanager In
the night, 1t will be acknowledged that
the brilliant coat of the songster does not
compare in point of excellence to the own-
er’s refrain. These birds are the only
species which sing during darkness, in
Michigan, that I have met with, and not
one of them is a regular night-songster.—
By Dr. Morris Gibbs, in Science.

“TWO OLD-FASHIONED VIRTUES.”

Let me gay, In closing, that the growth
of pauperism, it not of poverty, seems to
be due In part to the decay of two old-
fashioned social virtues. One of these is
family atfection. The individualism of
the last half-century has weakened the
family bond. Thkere has been sc much
talk of men’s rights and women’s rights
and children’s rights, that the mutual and
reeiprocal duties and obligations of the
family have come to be underxalued.
Families do not cling together quite so
closely as once they did ; esprit de famille
is. wantiog. For this reason many per-
sons, who ought to be cared for by their
own kindred, become a charge upon the
public. This tendency ought in every way
to be rebuked and resisted. The shame
of permitting one’s flesh and blood to be-
come paupers ought to be brought home
to every man and woman Who thus casts
off natural obligations. All publie author-
ities and charitable visitors should enforce

flammation.

‘They attest to the merits of

upon such delinquents the seriptur
ment : ‘“ If any provideth not for
and speecially his own househol -
denied the faith, and is worse thal T,
believer.”” The other old-fashionm v
to which I referred is the manly all 80
ence which s the subgtratum Of
character. Why this virtue 18
there is no time now to inqulire. he
of two causes are not remote. pi
of these is the habit of regarding i
office, not as a service to be rende mentd*
as a bounty to be dispensed. '—?hethe abtl
attitude of most office-gseekers 18 o b S
tude of medicancy. The spoils l}{ iﬂ evk
built upon this view of office. o nfle
dent- that there is a large clags enden‘!'
ential persons who wish to be del:,s med?
upon the public. Dependence is th diﬂ““" 5
respectable. This sentiment o ciecledr .
through soclety affects its 10WeS" “yperes
and makes it a little easler, dOWE b8 - ]
for a man to become a dependent 'él;addm ;o
public treasury.—Washington RS
in The Century.

ARABIAN GOLD-DIGGERS: ¢

The evidence is, I think, conclusg:d o
the gold-tields of Mashonaland fOl'éh cam? .
at least of the sources from whi e
the gold of Arabia, and that the ‘°n§¢ of B
towns which ran up the whole lema.de W
this gold-producing country wert ™% qut- -
protect their men engaged in this
try. The cumulative evidence. 18 3} £
in favour of the gold-diggers
Arablan origin, before the Sabae0 'gid'
aritic period In all probability, W " iat¢

o,

work for and were brought clo'eoe
contact with both Egypt and PB
penetrating to wmany countries ule Bgaﬁ
to the rest of the world. The BIDI® ;3 18
of allusions to the wealth of A;;e et
gold and other things. . . . TDE ‘4nf
moeny of all travellers in Arabia 1‘; 3 paT™
effect that little or no gold €OV aif+
come from the Arabian peninsulﬂhat e
it is, therefore, almost certain B2 gb
country round Zlmbabwe form o TDE
least of the spots from which the mos¥
saurus Arabum * came. Egypw"';bepw'
ments also point to the wealth of 50 yiel¥
ple of Punt, And the ingots of £0X
they sent as tribute to Queen pe
No one, of course, is prepared t0 .
ly where the kingdom of Punt WYO r.
consensus of opinion s that it was 0
in the gouth of Arablia. But suppho ¢ }
be there, or suppose it to be on the “ gp
of Africa, opposite Arabla, or eV

ues®
e 167E%

pose it to be Zimbabwe itself, ﬂ;e
is the same ; where did they ge 24
supply of gold from, which they x,grld! ’
into Egypt and the then know® o AeS)
In Mashonaland we seem to have . sitl? -
answer to this question. It wou ce DB

to be evident that a prehistoric rauke 1he
the rnins in this country, a rﬂ'cewd :

mythical Pelasgl, who inhablt®y a0
shores of Greece and Asla Minofs bV
like the mythical inhabitants O gyoeé

Britain and France, who built el
bhenge and Carnac, a racé ., f”:
continued in possession down Ly i
earliest dawnings of history,

provided gold for the mercn&?:?)ﬁ“
Phoenicia and Arabia, and Whlchhap, sV
ally became Influenced by and per ealth
sorbed in the more powerful an Wom J'
organizations of the Semite.—FT By %
Ruined Cities of MtushonalalldéJ
Theodore Bent, F.S.A., F.R.GS
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