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A SONGO0F LABOUR.

WHFN labour bas its owu
Then baugbty pride sbaîl faîl,

The king upon bis tbrone
The lordling in bis hall

Shaîl fade and witber ahl
Like weeds the scythe bas mown,

For noue shall beed their cal
Wben labour bas its own.

Wbeu land is free as air,
Then labour shaîl bu free,

And bollow-featurud care
Shahl ceuse from sua to sua,

Thenl every life shalbu
Earth modelled, round aud fair,

The primai curse shall flee
Wbun land is free as air.

Wheu toilers prize a vote
Above the power o! gold,

And use it to denote
The minds o! freemen bold,

Then weultb shal base its hold
Ou labotr's strangled throat,

On eart's life-giving mould
Wben toilers prize a vote.

WILLIAM MCGILL.

THE ,TOURNAL 0F SI ALTER SOTT.

SIR WALT[ER SCOTT was fif ty-four wheu ho began ta
keep bis Journal. Thougb a very prolnfic writer bu was

not a precocious onu: bu was thirty-four wben IlThe Lay
o! the Last Minstrel " was puhlished, and forty tbrue ut

the timu of the publication o!" Waverley." In the course
o! elevun years after Il Waverley " bac macle anu uparal-
leled sensation in the reading worli, bu bad proclîcecl

Guy Mannering " aud the Il Antiquary," throe suries o!
"Tales -of My Landlord " and IIRob Roy," " Ivauhoe aund
The Monastery," Il The Abbot " and Il Kenil wortb,"" The

Pirate" and Il Tho Fortunes o! Nigel," 'i Peveril o! the
Peak " and " Qtentin Durward," "«St. Ronan's Weli ,"
IReclgauntlet," andlIl The Tales o! the Crusaclurs." ln

addition to this long list o! romancepp, muny poems and
es8ays werfe written during those eleven yuars, and it is
difficuit to decide whether the quautity produced or the
quality of the work ii; the more rernarkable.

The year 1825 was ane o! those disastrous years
during which the spirit o! speculation bucamu rampant,
and mou wbo had been cautions embarked their savinge
in bazardons enturprisus aud lost thum. A mumber o!
the firm o! Ilurst and Robinson, a large publisbing bouse,
and the agents iu London for Arciliali Constable aud
Company, bad spocnlated in hops ta the uxtunt o!
,£100,000; and when the money market grew !uvurish, and
thîs firm required belp, none wa4 fortbconiing, the result
being that the firm !ailed for about £300,000 ; the firmn
o! Archibald and Company, being closely cannectud
witb it, !ailed also, the liabilities Ieing £256,000; wbile
the printing bouse o! James Ballantyne and Company
failud for £130,000, it being as clouly counected with
Messrs. Constable as the latter was witb Messrs. Hurst
and Rabinson. Sir Walter Scott was a partuer with
Ballantynp, and bu was personally responsiblu for the
debts. fHurst and Robinson and Coustable and Company
followecl the usual mercantile course, an" the estate was
divicled arng their creditors, the civiclend in the case o!
the farmner being 18. 3d., and o! the latter 2s. 9d., in the
potind. Sir Walter Scott undertook ta diecharge the
liabilities o! the firin ta which bu belonged, o! which, as bu
wrate in bis Journal, .£30,000 had beeu iucurrud witb-
out bis being "la party ta their contraction." Wbat gives
a pain!n i inturet ta bis Journal is the circumetanceo!
the catastrophe, and the struggle througb the remainder
o! bis life ta become wbat bu called Il a fre nan." On
the l6tb of Jauuary, 1826, bu learned bis position ; a!few
days a!terwards ha assignud bis wbole estate ta trustees
for the benefit o! bis creditars, and on the 26tb there ie
an entry in bis Journal: Il Can we do nothing for
creditors with the loblin drama called ' Doom o! Devor-
goil ' ? '

A mare suriousi mattur preyed upon bis mmnd at the
tirnu wben ail its energies were in a statu o! tension.
Lady Scott's health thon gave him great concuru. The
evil fortuue wbich bad befallen bim was a still more
cruehing blow ta ber. She did nat corfort him when bu
much needed consolation. Writing before the crash bad
actually occurred, but wben bu believecl it could not bu
averted, bu says: IlAnother persan dicl not afford me al
the sympatby 1 expectud, perbape because I seemed ta
need little support, yet that is not ber nature, wbicb is
gunerous and kincl." Wbun bis forubodings were realized,
bu says :

"A p-ainful scene a! ter dinner, and another a!ter
supper, enceavouring ta convince these poar duar creatures
(Lady Scott 'and Aune his youngur daugbtur) that they
muet net looIr for miracles, but consider the mifortunu as
certain, and only ta bu lesseued by patience and labour."

On the lltb o! May, 1826, bis prafussionai duties
obligud im ta go ta Edinburgh, luaving bis wi!e at
Abbots!ord. Before going bu wrote : IITo wbat scene1
may suddunly bu recalled, it wrings my huart ta think.
Ile receivud a message on the 15th that is wifu was

dead. His feelings at the time, on bis return and at the
funeral, are pathetically set forth in his Journal, and
most of the passages have been quoted by Lockbart, the
following being an exception. At Abbotsford on the
29th of May, he wrote:

ITo-day 1 leave, for Edinburgh, this bouse of sorrow.
In the midst of sucb distress 1 have the great pleasure
to see Anne regaining ber health, and showing both
patience and steadiness of mind. God continue this for
my own sake as well as bers. M4uch of my future com-
fort must depend upon ber,"

It is gratifying to add that bis hope was fu'ifilled, bis
daughter watching over bim witb care and tenderness in
his declining years.

Nothing gave Sir Walter greater concern after losing
bis wife than the delicate healtb of bis grancison. On
the 24th of May, 1827, he wrote " lA good thougbt came
into my bead: to write stories for little Johnnie Lockbart
froîn the history of Scotland, like those taken from tbe
bistory of England." Sncb was the origin of the "lTales
of a Grandfather," which had the warmest reception from
the public of any work by him since IlIvanboe." As
Lockhart put it, Sir Walter Ilbad solved for tbe firsL,
time the problem o! narrating history, so as at once to
excite and gratify the curiosity o! youtli, and please and
instruct th- wisest of mature minds." When revising
these "lTales " for the press in January, 1828, he wrote:

I have made great additions to volume first and
several of these 'Tales;' and I care flot who knows it, 1
think well o! thoem. Nay, I will hasb biqtory witb any-
body, be he wbo be will. I do not know but it would be
wise to let romantic composition rest, and turn my mind
to the history of England, France and Ireland, to be dia
capo rota'd, as well as that of Scotland. Men wotild look
at me as an author for Mr. Newbury's shop i-t Paul's
Cburchyard. 1 should care little for that. irgini bus
pueris que. 1 would as soon compose histories for boys
and girls, which may be use! ni, as fiction for children of
a larger growth, whicb can at best bc only idie folk's
entertainment. But write what I will, or to whom 1 will,
1 amn doggedly determined to write myself out of tbe
present scrape by any labour that is fair and bonest."

Sir Walter was unfaltering in bis determination to
work for bis creditors. When offered from £1,500 to
£2,000 a year to conduct a journal, be declined, writing
at the time: Il A large incorne is not my object ; 1 must
clearr ny debts."

When absorbed witb tbe work in baud, and especially
when he was toiling in order tbat bis creditors migbt bu
paid, Sir Walter gave little beed to politics, and this is
shown by an entry on the l8tb of May, 1827 :

"lTom Campbell called, warm from bis Glasgow
rectorsbip ; he is looking very well. Hie seemed surprised
that 1 dcl not kuow anything about the contentions of
Tories, Whigs, and Radicals in tbe great commercial city.
1 have other eggs on the spit."

One of the passages which Mr. Douglas bas extractud
f rom James Ballantyne's unpublished memoranda contains
a fullur accoant than Loclchart eupplied of the extraordin-
ary conditions under which some o! Sir Walter's best
novels weru produced. In bis Journal he made an entry
to the effect that :

IBishop, the composer, was very ili when bu wrote
'Thue(Jhough and Crow,' and other music for 'Guy
Matnnerinz.' Singular! but I do think ilîness, if not
too painful, unseals the mental eye, and rentiers the talents
more acutu, in the study of the fine arts at least."

'rhere were few notewortby men o! bis day whom
Sir WValter did not meut. Edward Irving was one
whom bu saw more than once. The impression macle
upon hirn by the eccentric divine was unfavourable, and
bo recordud how on one occasion bo went out o! his way
to escapueucountering bim. This was a! ter diniug at a
party where Irving wag presunt, and Sir Walter bad
entered in bis Journal :

11I could hardly keep my eyes off' bim wbile we were
ut the table. Hie put me in mind o! the devil disguised as
an angel of light, so iii did that borrible obliquity of
vision barmouize with the cark tranquil features o! his

1face, resembling that o! our Saviour in Italian pictures,
with tbe bair care!ully arrang,,d in tbe samns manner.
There was inuch real or affected simplicity in the manner
in whicb bu spoke. He rather madle play, and spoke
much across the table to the Solicitor, and suemed to bu
good-humoured. But bc spoke with that kind o! unction
which is nearly (allied) to cajolerie. lie boasted much of
the teus of tbousands that attended bis ministry at the
town of Annan, bis native place, till be well-nigh
provoked me to say he was a distinguished exception ta
the rule that a prophet was flot esteemed in bi% own

3country. But time and place were flot fittiug."
1 Sir Walter disliked being treated as a lion, yet bu was

)sometimus compelled to undurgo the ordeal. Hie probably
8 submitted with a btter grace than the entries in bis

Journal imply, as politeness to othera and consideration
for thern were dîstinguishing traits in bis character.

rHowever, he indulges in many uncornplirnentary refer-
aenceq to thu social hunters o! lions, and hg depic~s several,
ramong whom the following uunamed lady is one :

sIl Miss - dined witb us, a pro!essed lion-biintreqs,
who travels the country to rouse the peaceful beasts out

sa of their lair, and insists on being hand and-glove with al
ýt the leonine race. She is very plain, besides frightfally
Ired-haired, and out-Lydia-ing even rny poor friend Lydis
"White. An awful visitation 1 I tbink I see ber witlj

1s javelin raisud, and buskined foot, a second Diana, roarn

ing the hilîs of Westmoreland in quest of tho lakdcti
Would to God she weru there or anywbere but bure!
Affectation is a painful tbing to witness, aud this poOr
woman has the bad tastu to think direct fiattury is the
way to mare lber advances to friendship and intimacy. '

The !oregoing entry was made on the lst of Jtily,
1828 ; that macle on the followiug, day is significant as
sbowiug the trials wbicb Sir Walter hacl to bpar aud the
spirit in whicb bu bore tbem. Hie bad ofteu to repeat
what hie then said :

I believe 1 was cross yesterday. 1 arn at any rate
very ill to-day with a rbeumatic huadache, and a still
more vile bypochondriacal affection wbich filîs ry huad
witb pain, my beart witb sadness, and my eyes witb teara
I do flot wondur at the awful feelings wbich visitud menl
les educated and less firm than 1 may cal1. myseîf. It iS
a most hang-dog sort of feeling, but it may buc chsed
away by study or by exercise. Z The Iast I have alway 5

found most successful, but the first is the rnost convenient.
1 wrought, therefore, and endured ail this a! ternoon.-
I arn now in sucb a state that 1 would hardy bu surprised
at tbe worst news whicb couId bu brougbt to me. Anid
ail this witbout any rational cause why Zta day shnuld bu
sadder than yesterclay. . . . My aches at the huart
termainated in a cruel aching o! the bead~rbeunatic 1
suppose. But Sir Adam and ClerIr came to dinuer, and
laugbed and talked the sense of pain and oppression awaY-
We cannot at times work ourselves into a gay humour,
any more than we can tickle ourselves into a fit 0!
laughter; foreign agency is necessary. My buntress O
lions again dined witb us. 1 have subscribud to le
album, and clone wbat was civil."

Wben Sir Walter visited Paris in the autumu o! 1826,
bue recorded in bis Journal on the Tth of November, that'
ou the return journey, bie passud thu nigbt at Airainus,
wbere bu bad "lbad lodgings, wet wood, uncomfortablO
supper, damp buds, and an extravagant charge. 1 wag
neyer colder in my life than when 1 wuked witb the sheet8
clinging round me like a sbroud." This was the origin of
much of the illness wbich embittered bis closing years-
Hie suffered great pain from rbeumatic attacks,' andl wWa
was equally unbearable was the circumstancu that bis
sound log was affectud, and bue feared that bie would bu
un tble to walk again. Even wben the attack had passed
off bu was in great discomfort, and bue wrote : IlThe fuel'
ing o! increasing weakness in my lame leg is a ra
affliction. 1 walk now witb pain ancl cili':ulty at t1ll
times, and it sinks to my soul to think how soon 1I maY
bu altogether a disablud cripple." Attacks o! apople]CY
endangered bis life, and though lie sur vived, yet bis
speech was affected and bis mind impaired. Hie 9as

conscious o! failing bealtb, and wrote in January, 1831,
that it was conflrmud bu bad suffured from an apopluctIC
suizure, that bu spoke and ruad witb emijarrassment, n
even bis bandwriting seemed to stammer. Hie added, I
arn not solicitous about this, only if I wure worthy1
would pray Goci for a sudden deatb, and no interregna"I
batween 1 ceasu3 to exercise reason and 1 cease to exiet.'
Before tbis the references to bis baud writingr are maflY'
and bu even contemplated taking lessons for its imprOv~
muent. Hie macle the following entry in June, 1828.

"Had a note !rom Balantyne complaining of n'y
manuscript, and requesting me to read it ovur. "I wGau
give £1,000 if 1 could, but it would take me longer to
read than to write. I cannoe trace my pieds de mo2tcheo
but witb gruat labour and trouble ; so e'uu taIre your o0 1
share of the burclen, my old frieud, and, silice 1 cafloOt
read, bu thankful 1 can write."

Inufbis earlier days Sir Walter wrote a clear, business'
like baud. Tbe facsimile o! a page o! the manuscripto0'
"Ivanboe " was inserted in Lockbart's Life ; it is pattl

fully iuteresting to compare it with the facsirnile o! the
concluding worcls in the Journal, being the last which
Sir Walter penned. No untraiued reader o! manuscrîPt
can decipher them.

Before bu consented to leave Scotland and try wbethle
a visit to the sunny soutb migbt not leugtbien bis days, h bu
was reduced to a statu o! extreme dubility. Hie ý
pur8isted in writing, and bu was engagud upon I On
Robert o! Paris " wben bu noted, on the 16 th o! ar
1831, bis daily round :

IRisu at a quarter before seven; at a quarter fe
ninu breakfast, with eggs-or in the singular number, s
luat; before breakfast private letters, etc. , fe bek
fast Mr. Laidlaw (who acted as amanuensis) cones at te0,'
and we write toguthur titI oau. 1 arn greatly helped bJT
tbis excellent man, who takes pains to write a good hand
and supplies the want of my own flugers as far as auotbet
persan can. We work seriously at the task o! the dol
tili one o'clock, when 1 sometimus walk-unot o! run,110%'
uver, having failed in st.rengtb, and suffering great Pain
even from a very short walIr. Oftener 1 taku the pOuf
for an hour or two, and ride about the doors . the exorc~ise
is burnbling enough, for 1 require to bu lifted on horsebaGke
by two servants, and one gous witb me to take care i d
flot faîl off and break my boues, a catastrophe very lile6

to bappen. My proud promenade à pied or à cheval, 0
it happons, concludes at tbruu o'clock. Au hour inter vene
for making up my Journal ancl sucb ligbt work. At fn
cornes dinur-a plate o! brotb or eoup, much cauderfined

bby the doctors, a bit o! plain meat, no liquors srne
1than smaîl beer, and s0 I sit quiet to six o'clock) e,
rMr. Laidlaw returns, and romains with me till ninOf

1tbree quarters past, as it happons. Then I have a hOvr1

1o! porridge and milIr, which 1 uat witb the appetite Of I
child. I forgot to say that aftur dinner I arn allowed h


