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THE IROQUOIS THEATRE FIRE.

The coroner's juey, after an investigation lasting
nearly three weeks, placed the responsibility for this
holocaust upon the shoulders of eight city officials
and theatre attaches. The mayor of the city, the
manager of the theatre, a fire marshall, a building
commissioner and a building inspector are included in
the list.  The causes of the fire are stated as follows :

By the grand drapery coming in contact with an clectric flood or are
hght situated on an iron platform on the vight haud of stage facing the
suditoriam.

The city laws were not complied with relating to the building ordi-
neuccs regulating fire alarm boxes, fire apparatus, damper or fues on aod
wver the stage and By galleries

We also find & d of ihe ordl gverning fireproof-
ing of scenery and al) wood wurk om or aboul ‘hie stage,

The asbestod curtain was tolally destroyea snd was wholly inadequate
con Adering the highly inflammable oature of ofl stage Sttiugs, and owing
to the fact 1hat the same was hung on wooden butions,

The building ordivances were violated by iuclosing aistes on ench side
of lower boxew and in oot baving any fire spparatus, dampers or signs
desiguatiog cxits on orchestrs floor

The building ordinances were violated (n that sectlon regulating fire
apparatus aml signs designatiog exils on dress circle

The building ordisavces were violsted in that section regulsting fire
apparatus and signs demgnating exits on balcony,

Genernlly the bulkding is constructed of the best 1naterial and I« well
planned, with the excrplion of the op balcony, which was built oo
steep, and therefore difficalt for people to get out of, especially in case of
an emcrgency. We ulo note & serious defect in the wide stairs {n the ex
trenie top east entrance leading Lo the ladies lavatory and gallery prom.
enade, the same belug misleuding, many peoplc mbscsking this lor & reg

wiar ealdl, and going as fur ay they could, were confronted with a focked
doar which led 10 & private stairway, prevesting

cauning the loss of fifty W sixty lves,

It is to be hoped that the officials
will feel their responsibility and not

many from escaping aud

of Canadian cities
wait for the verdict

of a coroner's jury. What is being done to remedy
the defects in theatres and other public buildings in
Toronto and elsewhere discovered as the result of
visits of inspection made immediately following the
disaster in Chicago ? The newspapers of Toronto,
which remained mum in the face of the statements
published in this journal regarding the unsafe condi-
tion of one of the Toronto thentres, were forced by
the Chicago horror to make a show of defending the
public safety, but for weeks past they have not pub-
lished a line on the subject. The Theatre and Music
Halls Committee of the London County Council recoun =
mends that all places of amusement should compul-
sorily be placed in telephonic communication with the
fire brigade; not only should this be done, but mem-
bers ol the fire brigade and police force should be de-
tailed to attend every performance. The buildings
should be mude as nearly fire-proof as possible and
so planned as to aflord ready egress from all parts of
the interior. o addition to all this, some carefully
thought out method of preventing a panic should be
udopted.

What is culled a beat-proof putly is made by mixing burnt
lime with linseed oil and boiling down 1o the usual Lonsistency
of putty, and allowing the plastic maxy 10 spread out in « thin

layer 10 dry in a place where it ix not reached by the sun. It

can be warmed over a lamp or otherwise for use, and on cooling
s hard again,

AVISITTO THE CANADA FOUNDRY
COMPANY'S WORKS.

A luncheon was recently tendered at the
og Edward Howel, by Mr. Frederic
Nichaolls, geseral manager, on behall of
the Canada Foundry Co., to some two
hundred gentlemen prominently sdentified
with the business interests of Toromo,
Arrangements had been made 1o afford
these gentiemen the opperiunity of .
specting the company’s extensive works
W l)uve-lpmt, and special cars were in
waiting for the purpose,
however,

Untortunately,
as the start was aboul 1y be
made a severe blizzard sot in, and it was
decided 10 postpone the visit until & furure
date, of which due novice will be given,

DISTRIBUTION.

Oncar F. Peterson, of Des Moines, has
secured u poatent o systems of hot wiler
distribution designed to keep the bt wider
bot while circuluting in the mains, without
exXpensive main construction, He phices
the hot water pipes in common ¢ lay tiling,
through which, surrounding the hot water
pipes, be forces hot air, which keeps the
waler in the pipes at the highest possible
temperature. It i« said that with & go-
horse power engine (o pump the water and
A b-hurse power engine 1o run the fan with
which the hotair is lorced through the tube,
the plant can be operuted advariagronsly
and at a minimum cost.  The air which is
wsod is heuted by the waste heat which
otherwise would go out the smokestack.
The uce of the hot air is elementary i re
ducing cost of production, in two ways |
It keeps the hot water bot, 1has reducing
the luel required to kevp it at  2%e
degrees, and it does away with the
expensive asbesios and wooden Jog main
construciion. Where the water pipes in
the ordinary system radiate and lose much
heat theoughout thei length, in the Peter.
son device it is claimed that it is the hot
air which radiates and loses heat instesd
of the hot water,
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subject.
Mr. Poterson says that
he has tried the device in a mile of mains
and # worked satisfactoily.  On aceount
of the economy of the scheme the heat can
be furnished at & much lower price than
the heat of other plants, it is claimed.
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FIRE-PROOF

Many practical tests have
proved it's efficiency.

Used in conjunction with our
hollow sheet-metal frames and
other fire-proof fittings, it gives
the most perfect protection

It's adoption lessens insurance

If you want to know more
about “fire-proof windows,”
write us, it’s an inlcrcsting
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These windows in a fire-proof
building, complete the security,
and in any building will thor-
ouzhly prevent the spread and

advancement of the fiercest
flames,

Better than iron shutters
(even if they happened to be
closed at the needed time) ; fire-
proof glass remains intact, re-
sisting both the intense heat of
the fire and the action of water.




