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sensible polîcy of promoting trustworthy officiais. Both
these gentlemen are well quailied, and have had long ex-
perience in its affairs, the former as superintendent of the
Canada Permanent Loan and Savings Company, and since
the amalgamation as assistant generai manager, while Mr.
Massey was ass istant manager o! the Western Canada Loan
and Savîngs Company, and since amalgamnation has occu-
pied the position of manager of the Ontario branch of the
Canada Permanent.

Mr. Mason wili doubtles8 receive many congratulations
on the release frorn onerous obligations, whîcb is împlied
in his change of position. He has bad a long innings, to
use a cricket phrase, and carnîes his bat out with infinite
credit to himnself and his side. To a man with his resources
o! mind, relief from the responsibilities which hie bas so
long borne can hardiy but be welcome, since it will enable
him the better to enjoy the declîning years of an unusualiy
energetie hie.
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OUR HALIFAX LETTER.

Halifax bas been busiiy engaged in antiquarian research
during the past two or' three weeks, in whicba occupation
nlearly ail classes have been interested. For many years
there has been conifict o! opinion concerning the date on
which the anniversary o! the founding of the city sbouid
be celebrated, and sometime about the miîddie of last cen-
titry the 21st of June was decided upon as the date o! Lord
Cornwallis' arrivai. When another holiday, Dominion Day,
was added to the calendar. this, with the 24th of May,
mrade three hoiidays 'within a very short pcriod. The 2Ist
of june and the ist of july have for somte timre duiied the
edge o! each other to such an extent that neither was pro-
perly celebrated, and Dominion Day in particular bas
neyer received the recognition bere its national importance
warranted. Recent investigations have sbown that, taking
into consideration the change in the calendar (which wasý
not taken into consideration when June 2ist was decided
upon as Natal Day), the date would more nearly coincide
with July 2nd. Thus Dominion Day and Natal Day might
much more appropriately be ceiebrated together on Julyý xst
than as at present. The retail merchants' branch of the
Halifax Board o! Trade recently met and discussed the
mnatter thorougbly, the burden of sentiment being to cele-
brate on July iat. This year, however, June 2Ist will be
the great day, inasmuch *as the 'city council has already
made arrangement8 to that eflect, but it will probably be for
the last tim1e.

A rather serious 'strike has been in progress at the
Windsor Cotton Milis for the past week or two, by which
about 25o hands were affected. The miii was started here
in 1881, and titis is the third time there bas been trouble,
but on the former occasions the difficuities were onily siight,
and wcre soon settied. The trouble now is over wages, and
was precipitated by the weavers, wbo claimed that on a new
quality of clothi upon which they were working tbeir pay
would amiount to ninety cents less in a frtnight., The comn-
pany dlaim tbey bave been paying higber wages than any
other inill in Canada, and that the order over wbicb the
trouble arose was talcen at a very Iow rate simply to keep
the milis ruinning. Somne of the strikers have gone to St.
John to the milI there.

At a recent meeting o! creditors o! the Bankl of Yar-
~mouth. held recentiy W. E. Stavert was recommended as
liquidator. Ten days after this selection is approved of
notices wiil be sent out to sharehiolders caliixg for twenty
per cent. of the double liability. Aniother cali of a like
amouint is to be made tbirty days after, and so on as
required.

The Dominion Exhibition is to b>e heid iii Halifax in
i9o6, and active steps wiil be taken to provide accommo-
dation worthy of the occasion. Tbe Exhibition Commission
will look after the Fair and its belongings, but an effort
will be made to do a littie refurnishing .and renovating of
the city itself iii order tco preserit a good appearance ta the
visitors frq>m >otber parts of the Dominion. It i. unfortunate

%vhich visitors have to pass to or from the Exhib4ion
grounds. Nothiiig less than tire would purîfy the sections
referred to.

TheHalifax retail grocers have organized again for
the second or third time. Past efforts in this direction did
not resuit in success, but they are now more hopeful, and
have engaged a paid secretary. The officers of the body
are as foliows: President, Aid. W. H. Cawsey; first vice-
president, ýE. W. Crease; second vice-president, Forsytb
Junior. The above and the foliowing comprise the board
of control, which meets ýmontbly: E. Hubley, Captain Allen,
W. E. Crowe, W. J. Hopgood, R. N. McDonaid, C. E.
Choate.

Reports from the lobster, fisbing are not very opti-
istic. The past winter, as I have mentioned before, was

ail against the fisherrwen, and'r they iost a good deal, not
oniy in 'lackof catch, but in gear destroyed. Since the
spring opened it bas flot been mucb better, and ail the
factories report their receipts much smailer than uisuaL.
This, together with the fact that iower prices are ruiing in
the market abroad makes the outiook rather dismal. The
spring pack this year wiil probably not be more than one-
third of last year's pack.

>The Scotch fish curers are again at work ini this Pro.
vince, and, with somte adaptations in their mcthods which
conditions here require, will undoubtedly be even more
successfui than iast year. Nova Scotia berring, cured and
packed by the Scotch method, brought such high prices in
1904 that everyone was much encouraged by the experiment.

A, new steamship line is to mun between Boston and
Halifax in comupetition witb the Plant Line, and the pro-
moters have two waterfront premnises in view here. These
are Black's wharf and the West India wharf.

It is reported from the Pictou cotinty coal mines that
the fartous Ford Pit seam o f the Acadia Goal Company
bas been found. The Ford seami was the iargest seam of
coal in America, being in places thirty-eight feet tbick, and
the coal o! the best quality. Twe4ity-five years ago or so'
there was a terrible explosion there, and the pit bas been
closed. If it is really the Ford seam that bas been found,
the fact will be of much importance to the business people
o! that counfty.

Halifax, 2gthMay, . S

MONTREAL LETTER.

The annual meeting of the Montreal Business Men's
League was held on Monday, the .a9tb uit., in the council
chamber of the Board of Trade, and was iargely attended.
The president, Mr. Henry Miles, occupîed the chair, and
in bis annual address congratulated the members on the
success of the league during the past year. He referred to
the finances of the league, and saici the revenue for this year
would be increased, and, ail things considered, the outloo<
was most encouraging. Tbey had recently applied to the
Provincial Goverument and to the city couincil for aid in
meeting the disbursernents o! tbe association, and be was
pleased to say that thé counicil had voted the sumn of $25o,
wbiie a favorable repiy was expected fromn the Qttebec
authorities. Mr. Miles spoke at lengtb on the question of
the proposeci IVontreal Industrial Exhbition Association,
and said it was now in the bands of the Provincial Govern-
ment to say whether or flot this exhibition was to be beld
in Montreal. The city council bad voted $1o,ooo, and the
civic authorities bad guaranteed the interest on the bonds,
so, that the projeet was now at that stage where the Qigebec
authorities must decide. Mr. Robert Bickerdice, M.P., in
moving the re-election of the Executive, remarked that he
had corne to the meeting ta hear for birnself wbat the
league had donc during the past year, and it gave him great
satisfaction to kliow that mucb had been accQmplished. Ile
was ready to do what be could to promoe the interests of
the league, and lie *as hopeful that sorne day the busi-
ness men of Montreal would be able to boast of ane of the
strongest Business Men's Leagues on~ the continent. The
retiring officers were re-elected by acclamuation. Thse Mônt-
real Business Men's 1teague, from thse date of its organiza-
tion in i901, bas giown. in imembershi> and imsportance,
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