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THE BOOT AND SHOE TRADE.

No complaints are heard as to the condition of
the boot and shoe trade throughout the country. At
the present time there is a slight between-season lull.
but retailers in practically all parts uniter in saying
that their business has never been better than during
the last few months. The general prosperity causes
consumers not only to buy shoes as soon as they need
them, but to buy those of high quality. The factories,
too, are busy. Travellers are, some of them, doing a
sorting business, others taking spring orders. The
Montreal and Quebec manufacturers are enjoying a
particularly brisk trade. Overtime work is a common
condition at many of the factories and has been for
some time past. Prices are firm. Indeed, the ques-
tion is whether, under the present values which obtain
for leather, labor, etc., the present prices are not too
low. Already in the United States some lines of foot-
wear have been advanced about 25 per cent., and if
this is a reasonable course there, it would appear that
in Canada, where prices of the finished article have
lagged still more than across the line, it should be

still more so. Sole leather is not at all unlikely to
advance; should it do so, the prices of boots and
shoes are bound to take a similar direction.

There is already some speculation as to what styles
are likely to be most in request for spring wear. So
far as can be judged, there will be a general tendency
towards lightness in weight and appearance.  The
wide toe, which many people have always thought un-
couth, will become rarer, and what is known as the
medium is likely to become quite general. This will
apply to both men’s and women’s boots. Men’s heels
will, perhaps, be a little higher, while those of women’s
boots will be largely of the Cuban model, though
French heels will still be popular for dress occasions.
Regarding the prospects of the tan shoe it is hard to
speak with accuracy. Many people favor its claims to
popularity, and no doubt there will be an attempt to
revive it. Whether it will be successful remains to be
seen. Patent leather will by no means be forgotten.

The present situation of the Canadian leather and
allied trades may properly be a subject for con-
gratulation. Not only has the quality of Canadian
goods been well maintained and improved, but the
demand for export has increased by leaps and bounds.
London, England, now takes a very large quantity of
Canadian leather, and from that point it is shipped all
over Europe. Canadian boots and shoes now com-
pare with the manufactures of any country. That so
many are brought in still from the United States is
no compliment either to the patriotism or the dis-
crimination of many Canadians. They should take a
leaf out of Great Britain’s book, which country, since
it awoke to the alarming increase in the importation
of boots and shoes from the United States at the
expense of its own industry, has begun to make a sat-
isfactory recovery, whereby the quantity of goods com-
ing from the United States has been quickly reduced.
However, at one time, Canadian leather, too, suffered
from the comparison with that from France and the
United States. This is not the case now by any means;
Canadian leathers, especially of the finer grades, are
recognized as being of A 1 quality, and gradually this
course will be followed with regard to its manufac-
tures as well. )

There has again been a good deal of discussion
concerning the attempt to form an amalgamation of
Canadian shoe factories in order to effect more
economical methods of production and distribution
One of its first works would be, it is said, to establish
in Canada a last factory, of which there is great need.
Mr. C. A. Johnston, of Toronto, who is the projector
of the amalgamation, states that the capital of the new
concern would be some $8,000,000 or $10,000,000, and
that about forty factories would be represented. He
is a firm believer that the manufacturers will find it
to their interest to enter the combination, the object
of which, it is pointed out, is not to raise prices to the
consumer, but merely to render possible- greater
specialization and to save the waste alleged to be go-
ing on at present. We should judge, however, that
the scheme is by no means certain to go through in
spite of the. roseate forecast in the prospectus. Some
of the most prominent of the Montreal manufacturers

‘have expressed their intention of keeping out, on the

ground that they are fully satisfied with the present



