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THE BOOT AND SHOE TIIADE.

No compiaints are heard as to the condition of
ýthe boot andi shoe trade throughout the country. At
the present finie there is a slight betweea-season luil.
but retaile'rs in practically ail parts unite, in saying
that their business has neyver been better than during
the last few months. The general prosperity causes
consumers flot oniy to buy shoes as soon as they need
them, but to buy those of higli quality. The factories.
too, are busv. Traveliers are. some of them, doing a
sorting business. others taking spring orders. The
Mcintreai and Quebec manufacturers are enjoying a
particularly brisk trade. Overtime work is a common
condition at nîany of the facteries and has been for
scîne time past. 1Prices are firm. Indeed, the ques-
tion is whether, under the present values which obtain
for leather, labor, etc., the present prices are flot toc
lowv. Already in the United States sonie ues of foot-
wear have been adivanced about 2!/2 per cent., and if
this is a reasonable course there, it would appear that

inCanada, where prices cf the finished article have
lagged, stili more than across theý lne, it should be

stiil more so. Sole leather is not at ail unlikeiy to
advancQ.; should it (Io se, the prices of boots and
shocs are l)oufd to takc a sirnilar direction.

Tiere is already some speculation as te what styles
are lîkeiv te be mnost in request for spring wear. So
far as can lie judged, there wili be a general tenîlenc '
towards liglitness in weight and appearance. The
wrvide tee, w hich rnany people have ah\ ays thouglit un-
couth, wvi11 hecorne rarer, and what is konas the
mediium is likely te becomne quite general. lhis xviii
apply te both men's and womnen's boots. Men's heels
xviii, perhaps, be a littie higher, while those cf womcen's
boots xviii be largeiy cf the Cubait model, thougli
French heels xviii stili be popular for dress occasions.
Regarding the prospects of the tan shoe it is liard to
speak with accuracy. Many peepie favor its dlaims te
popularity, and ne doulit there wiil lie an attempt te
revive it. Whether it wili be successful remains te be
seen. Patent leather wiii by ne ineans be forgotten.

'fli present situation cf the Canadian leather andi
ailied trades niay properly be a subjeet for con-
gratulatien. Net only lias the quaiity cf Canadian
goeds been weli maintained and improved, but the

Idemand fer expert lias inicreased by leaps andi bounds.
London, England, now takes a very, large quantity ef
Canadian leather, and from that peint it is siîipped ai

ever Europe. Canadian boots and shees new coini-
pare with the manufactures of any country. That se
niany are brouglit in stili fromi the United States is
ne compliment either te the patriotism or the dis-
crimination cf many Canadians. They shouid take a
leaf eut o'f Great Britain's bock, which ceuntry, since
it awcke te the alarming increase in the importation
cf boots and shoes fron the United States at the
expense cf its ewn industry, has begun te make a sat-
isfactory recevery, whereby the quanticy of goods com-
ing from the United States lias been quickly reduced.
However, at one time, Canadian leather, tee, suffered
from. the comparison with that from France and the
United States. Thtis î& net the case now by any means;
Canadian leathers, especially cf the finer grades, are
recognized as being cf A i quality, and graduaily this
course wil be foilowed with regard te its manufac-

tures as well.

There lias again been a gcod deai cf discusAtion
concerning the attempt te forni an aniaigarnatien cf
Canadian shce factories in order te effect more
econoînîcal metiîods cf production and distribution
One cf its first works would be, it is said, to establish
in Canada a iast factcry, cf which there is great need.
Mr. C. A. jelinston, cf Toronto, who is the projecter
cf the amalgamation, states that the capital cf the new
ccncern. wouid be some $8,coo,oeo or $îc,ceo,eeo, and
that about forty factories weuid be represented. Hie
is a firmn believer that the manufacturers wiil find it
te their interest te enter the combination, the object
cf which, it is pointed eut, is net te raise prices to the
consumer, but mereiy te render possible- greater
specializatien and te, save the waste aiiegcd te, be go-
ing on at present. We should judge, however, that
the scheme is by ne means certain te ge through in
spite ef the, roseate ferecast in the prospectus. Some
cf the most prominent of the Montreai manufacturers
-have expressed their intention cf keeping out, on the
grounid that they are fuliy satisfied with the presenit


