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. NEWS OF THE WEEK.

“The relations betwixt the Catholic Clergy of
. France and Louis Napoleon are becoming more
complicated every day, and wonld almost seem
10 indicate an approacaing rupture. The French
Prelates 1w their Pastorals, and Maadements to
toeir flocks exborting the latter to pray for the
"Sovereign Pontifl, menaced as he is by the revo-
lutionary spirit now dominant in Italy, have ex-
pressed themselves prerty plainly as to the policy
which has encowraged and fostered the growth of
that spirit ; in retaliation, the Xperor las pro-
hibited tire publication in the journals of any of
the Bishops® Pastoral letters, and, if rumour may
be believed, is prepared to go a step farther
should the Church not prove hersell suffciently
ovsequious, Ior the sake of [Louis Napoleon,
whose government bas done so much to restore
arder in France, we regret these proceedings on
his part; but for the Church we have no uneasi-
ness.  he will sull thrive, no ipatter how the
princes of the carlh may rage against her, and
every device of her enemtes will ultimately be
brouglit to naught.

The Moniterwr avnounces officially the signa-
wre of the Treaty of Peace. 1t isnow positive-
iy aswserted that a Cnagress, at which all the
Girent Powers will be represented, is about to
Le beld ar Brussels.  With respect to the res-
tosativn of the Grand Dukes nothing has as yet
neen allowed 10 transpire.

Yui ProresTant Press ox tor Jwisi

Brvivals.—— We have been severely taken 1o
task by several of our Protestant cotemporaries
in Canada, lor venturing 10 express our opinion
a- to the nrigin of, and causes at work g, the
s Revivals” stll progressing in the North of Jre-
lLd. We have expressed our opinion that this
strange outbreak of mdecency and fanaticism was
not from God 3 and that the Holy Spint was not
the eflicient cause of the Lowlings, convulsions,
aad violent muscular phenomena, by whicliits pro-
gress has been warked.  This bas been atteibut-
ed to Popish prejudice, to our anti-I'rotestantism,
and hostlity  to evaugelical religion ; therefore
the best vidication against these uuncharitable
aspersions thiat wa can ofler s, the testimony of
the Protestant press itself as to the matter in dis-
pute, Por il that press takes the same, or nearly
ths same view of the Revivals as that laken by
the Uapist, it may be presumed that the latter is as
titfe biassed by Popish prejudices usis the other.
We therelore bave much pleasure in showing to
eur critics how fully the views of the Catholic
Prup WITNESS, us (0 the # ferivals” and their
origin, ure corrohorated by the highest Protestant
festimony .

CThe Loudos Athenwune, a journal of the
hig hiest stunding m the Protestant hiteravy world,
has, in its issue ol the 1st of October last, a lony
article on the subject of * Revivals® in geacral 5
from winel we purpose to lay some estracts be-
fore our resders, and o which we respestiuliy
invite the attention of the Montreal Watness,
vhe Iitish Wihig, the Toronto Christiun
Geardinn, wud our other traducers.

The Athencum prefaces its remarks with a
sitgll sketeh of the bistory of the ¢ Lrish Lle-
givad,? and of the reasons which no donbt in-
dured s promoters 0 pitch upon the North of
frefand as the scene of their labors. There bas
been, we learn frow our informant, a very gener-
al desite for some lime past 1o get up a % Reveval”
somewbere o the British Tslands, tn Ginitation ot
tit which recently occwrred in the U. Slates.
Tor a surcesstul @ Bevival” several conditions
are vequsite. That it should occur at a season
of the year when the minds of men are unoc-
cupied by business, mercantile, or political ; and
tiat w convenient place should be selected for
it~ mauguration. ¢ A bad »eason,” says our au-
Lo, ity,  is a favorable condition for a Revival
-1 finauciul ermis—und geserally speaking the
seeson of the full.”  The vicinity of Belfast of-
fered ulso many advantages for the purpose : —

< The Norb of Ireland has been selected ns the
£cene of the awakening. There is a sufficient arex,
the docnlity i3 easy uf neeess, the niris refreshing,
and furmers sud lundlords are not so likely to inter-
pose propriciary or legal objections to a Kevival, a3
tley would, witbuut doubt, in this conntry.”

'he people ulso of Treland are more excitable,
ssys the Athenceum, than the people of Eng-
fand ; heoce another reason for the selection of
place 1—

« The Ceitic race ulse i3 more emotional than the
Buaxoo, more prons to Secular us well as religious
freaks. Woare not therelore surprifled that revival
phenomena bave been exhibited at Ballymena and
Coleraine, or that they resemble what has taken
place on the oiher side of the Atlantic”

But hideous, and ludicrous at the same tine,
a3 are the plenomena of an Auerican Revival,
ihey have been surpassed i Absurdity, and in all
their revolting details, by lhe phenomena that
fave lately (ragspired in the North of lreland.—
Even in their extravagauces the peaple of the
United States have never gone lo such excesses
us those we read of, a3 of mghtly oceurrence
umoppst the “regeneraled” of Belfast. The
Yankees take things coolly,lookng upon a ¢ Re-
vieal” as a matter of course; as natural m its
season as frost at Cliristmas, or flowers at Mid-
gtimmer.

% (alm, sensible Amoricans,” suys tho Jlhenzum,
*“ ¢ xyink ne more of o Revival then they do of a feod in
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 Revivals work” themsalv

‘for, Revivalists;" whio' have'the Strongest frames ‘A

| the most désirable’ feqlings, to b8 continnally exert-

‘ing’them? " The'patients cantot be always writhing,

‘| or howling, or’ psalmsinging, or 'forever groaning

under the'burden of sin’; a8 a matter of course; they
miust bave lucid intervals of taciturnity and rest.—
The operators ‘also cease to be siriking after'a time,
and flag, or at any rate lose their lubricity in preach~
ing, soliloquy and exclamatory prayers.” ' ‘
. Hence Rervivals are usually short-lived, though
that of Ireland has already exceeded the usual
limits ; and this, more even than the extrara-
ances attending it, distingmshes it from the Re-
vivals of this Continent. The muscular contor-
tions, the convulsions requiring four strong men
to subdue, and the howlings are the mvariable
concomitants of an outbreak of the epidemic;
whilst the resuits are ‘constantly the same, and
equally deplorable everywhere.

maindera—cousiderable remainders of hymm-hooks,
and pamphlets, and sermons ; also some not incon-
giderable remsinders in the mad-house and the
grave.!

The Athencwm then notices some of the nrost
striking leatures of the Irish Revival ; the vio-
lent physical contortions of the “stricken :** the
convulsions of the regenerate, and the wild throes
atteadant upon the ¥ new birth.” 'Che scene
some of the chapels alter a meeting, we are
teld, is not unlike a battle-field ; < hupdreds of
people Iying on the ground, groaning moaning,
screaining, with hands clenched and eyes gleam-
ing ; some are speechless for as long as twelve
hours; some ol them—(lhe regenerate)—are
{earfully wrought m their bodies ; soine of them
would even bave dashed out their brains.”’—
‘These are what are styled consoling symptoms
of 1he presence of the Holy Spirit.  Liven litdle
children are not exempt, but # take the Levivals”?
as badly as grown up people.  # Lattle children”
—we are assured—* of five, six, seven, and eight
years old talk powerlully, wonderfully, and ex-
perumentally, of the things of God.”

» The Cis-Atlantic Revival is evidently modelied,
even o its most oninute particulars, after those
which bave several times answered in the States;
though, us yet, neither Ireland nor England offers so
fine & field for the work as America, with its disei-
ples of the Democratic Gospel, Ebenezer Sociulists,
New Lighls, Tunkers, Superabists, Cosmopoliles, Free
daquerers, Children of Pecce, Inspired Church, Patho-
nites, Belivvers in  Guwl, Perfectionists, Spivitualists,
aud many equally remarliable denominations.”

After tlis euumeration of Protestant seets,
and a sketeh of the humors of an Awerican Te-
vival meeting—together with an interesting ac-
count of an Lrish Catholic, who took the Tievi-
vals ; and becoming converted believed it to bu
his dnty to baptise himself, and for that purpose
filled w large stone trough witn water, and im-
mersed mself thervin—our Protestant inform-
ant continpes 1—

s [ some respects the frish revivalists have im-
proved upon the American prototype. The pheno-
mena #ré not pechaps 30 grotesque, but it must be
owned they are curious. The physical crisiz in ge-
neral consists in n gymoeasiic, or kivesipathic exer-
cise—* wringiog of the hnnds, raising the arms, mov-
ing the limbs, er holding the slomach wn the hands in n
state of vivlent despeir, or al lenst greay excitement,
nuder a sense of gin.’”!

Again we would respectfully invite the atien-
tion of the Montreal Witness to the passage in
the ubove marked by Ttaties.  "That peculiar ac-
tion of the converts during the agonies of the
“ new birth °— that © holding  their siomachs
in their hands,” is strongly ndicative that that
very valuable organ is,in some mysterious maaner,.
the seat of the disease ; and is strongly confirma-
tive of our hypothesis that the Revival epidemic
is attended, il not caused, by a morbid state of
the bowels, and a disordered condition of the di-
gestive organs. It is evident, we say, that the
“ pressure,” or ¢ werght” of which the converts
almost invariably complain, is Gpon the © stomach”
rather than upou the % keait ;7 lor why, were it
otherwise, should they “Ahold” the former * in
their hands?’

The Athencwm notices also some of the other
phenomena ol this sad epidemic.

“ Physical ' marks of the Spirit’ have been exbi-
bited on the bosoms and urms ol the females” —(who
have fallen victims to the Revival)— ¢ photographs
of the Saviour, nud e word * Geesus'—from  which
it would appenr hnt * the Spiril” has used blue-bag,
and is favorable to Hiberuian orthography.”

Finally, the Atherccum notices the statistics
of the Northern Whig, an Irish Protestanl pa-
per, which we produced in our usue of the 21st
ult.; and which shew conclusively, that the chief
moral effeet of the # Revival™ has as yet been to
send greater numbers than usual to the Juils, and
the Police office. « This,” concludes cur Protest-
ant cotemporary, s a sad commentary on the
cffect of Revivals.”

'The above evidence we offer as a complete
vindication of the True WiTNESS ; as an am-
ple and, imdeed, irrefutable justilication of all
that we have ever said respecting Protestant
¢ Repvals.” Tt is the testimony of a staunch
Protestant 3 it is the Jeliberate judgment of a
journal which occupies the highest positionin the
lield of British literature ; and which, by its bold
and forcible condemnation of an outbreuk of re-
tigious fanaticism, and its unflinching exposure of
evangelical frauds and hypoerisy, has rendered
valuable service to Lhe cause of religion and tmo-
rality ; and has well earned the respect of every
hionest man—or what amounts to much the same
thing—the hostility und abuse of the Montreal
Witness, and ils evangetical confreres.

Amongst the latter we may be permitted . to
notice the Christian Guardian ; whose wrath
breaks forth agamst 1he Loronto Leader, and
the 'I'rnue WITNESS, because we have refused
to recognise in the disgusting physical phemonena
of the % Revival,” and the subsequent moral de-
pravity, and mental aberrations of its viclims,
signs of the presence of God’s Holy Spirit.—
Our Methodist cotemporary above named, re-
fers us o the “ gread reveval which commenced
in the city of Jerusulem on the duy of Pente-
cos¢,? as a precedent for the Belfast Revival ;
but the Christian Guardian forgets that the
fortner was pot marked by any of those extrava-
gances which, in the Protesiant press, are cited

as the characteristics ol the latter. We read,

on€ How''is {t-posaible | of “¥
) fast,..

4 Revivals certainly leave behind them some re-’
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Yicame-a-sound from:hiéaven,”- and ~how: % there

.

‘appeared.cloven tongues agitiweré ol fire ~ob-
‘Jéctiveevidences of avdupErodtiral’presence, dll
of “Which'are, Wasting'to the regeneratéd of Bel-
. But in, the Acts of. the .Aposties we . do
‘not-read of cases of “hysteria ;” -we find no men-
‘tion made - of persons- having“fallen into strong
convulsions, which it required: the united strength
of several powerful persons to subdue or control.
Herein lies the essential difference betwixt the
phenomenn of the Pentecostal, and those of the
Belfast, Revival: The former were manifestly
supernatu.al, Z.c., inexplicable ‘upon any hypo-
thesis of natural agency, and were totally distinct
from the manifestations of that mysterious power
under which the victims of demoniacal possession
are represented to us, both in sacred and m  pro-
fane history, as suffering.  Whilst, on the con-
trary, the maanilestations, or plenomena, ot mo-
dern Protestant Revivals, present features strik-
ingly analogous to those attributed in Scripture
to the “ possessed of devils 3 and, af this hypo-
thesis as to thair origin be rejected, are all easily
accounted for by the agency of well known na-
tural causes. We retort therefore the charge
of ¢ blasphemy® upon the Christiun Guardian,
in that be has irreverently presumed to institute
« comparison betwixt the divine manifestations
on the day of Pentecost, and the wild extrava-
gances of the Beltast © convulsionnarres.”

Tue 'furee Tawors ofF TooLey STREET.
—We are uot certain as to the number of those
worthies who, from their calm relreat in Tooley
Street, addressed the world in the name of ¢ The
People of Lugland 7 but we have been forcibly
reminded of them, and of their never-to-be-for-
sotten Allocution, by a documnent going the
rounds of the press, under the title of the * Re-
port” of a Commiittee of the Parliameatary Op-
position of Lower Canada. The tailors of Too-
ley street have been surpassed in absurdity by
the illustrious four, whose names are aprended to
the Report above alluded to.

The  profound consciousness” with which
the latter approach their task ; the wmock-kerowc
dignity with which they prescribe the remedies
i their opinion best suited for the ¢ grave con-
siitutional crisis 5 and, the cool impertinence
which they display in assuming to themselves the
right to shape, or cut out the future destinies of
this country, are all pertect of their kind ; whilst
equally adwirable is their simplicity when they
avow themselves unable * Lo conceive on whal
rensonable grounds the demand jor Representa-
tion sccording to Population can be resisted” by
ile people of Lower Canada. "They cannot con-
ceive how the French Canadians can reasonibly
insist that the terms of an arrangement, from
which hitherto their enemies of U. Canada have
reaped the advantages, should still be adhered
1o, now that, owing to an alteration, or assumed
alteration in the respective populations of Upper
and Lower Cuanada, the advantages thereof are
on the side of the Jatter. This would seemn to
indicute that the signers of the Report are as
iwnorant of the precepts of matural justice, as
from their eager hankering after Crovernment
situations, they are indifferent to the best interests
of the vountry which they misrepresent in Parlia-
ment. A. child could tell them that the “ reason-
able grounds,” of which they find iv “ défficult
{0 conceive,” on which the friends of Lower Ca-
nadu resist the demands of their Upper Canadian
adversaries for © Bepresentation according to Po-
pulation” are these: That, at the time of the
[Juiou, when the population of Lower Canada
was far larger than was that of the other section
of the Provinee, and when of course ¢« Repre-
sentation according to Population” would have
been advantageous to the interests of Lower Ca-
nada, that system of Representation was, for the
suke of Upper Canada, purpasely repudiated ; and
the prineiple of Equality of Representation, as
the basis of the Legislative Union, was adopled
in lieu thereof. It 15 but just and reasonable
therefore, that Tpper Canada, baving enjoyed all
the advantages of Lhis arrangement, shauld sub-
wit also to its disadvantages, now that the rela-
tive positions of the two sections of the Province
with respect to population huve, or are said to
have, altered. Tlis is the ¢ reason” which the
wiscacres of the Committee profess themselves
unable Lo conceive, and this reason is indeed un-
answerable.

But as the aftairs of the political world are re-
gulated not by * 7ight,” but by  might;” as it
is but rarely that considerations of truth, henor,
or justice are allowed to obtrude themselves inlo
the deliberations of our modern law-makers; so
il is not tnpossille, but what afier alf, the policy
of Federation recommended by the illustrions
« [our” is, that from which, if adopted, Lower
Cunada would derive the greatest benelit. On
this point we do nol dzeimn ourselves at libérly, or
indeed competent, te hazard an opinion j for 1t 1s
one which does not [ull within our provinee as a
Catholic journalist, and upon which there is great
difference of opinion awmongst the best of our
Canadian publicists. Federation however implies
asils essenttal preliminary, the repeal of the ex-
isting Liegisiative Union. As in physies it is an
axiom that two bodies cannot occupy the smne
place at the same time, s0 in poltics, the change
from a Liegistative to a Federal Union, implies
the repeal of the former; and the Leguslative
Union onee repealed, the question of Repre-
‘sentation by Population would cease to exist,

All that we are directly -interested in as Ca-
tholics is, that our Church, our religious, charit-
able. and educazional jostitutions of ail kinds,
shonld be altogether beyond the reaclt of hostile
hands. This security ‘it would be absurd to look
for {vom any conceivable system of “ checks and
guarantees,’ if the power to assail them were in
the hands of the enemies of our religion. No
Act of Parliament, whether pompously designated
“ fundamental,” no provision of a.& wrelien
constitution™ cau be conceived of, which it would
not be in the power of another Act of Parliament
1o amend or repeal. No authority can be higher
than that {rom whence it proceeds; God Him-
seif, though Omnipotent, cannot make any thing
greater than Himself ; and so, no authonity or
law emanating from a Uaited Canadian Parlia-
ment, would suffice to control, or impose obliga-

‘that body, is.composed.
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-mght feel disposed to set aside that authority, or -

toevade:any: fyndamental[aw; enacted;byats;pre- .

.decessors,.....What:.one. Act .of- Parliament cah
-malce-or give;.that.any subsequent Act of Parl‘la--‘
‘inent”"can’annul or-take away, at the pleasure- of

the ‘majority’ for" the-time being;'of those of whom

. Ouly in the autonomy therefore of Lower Can-

ada j in its having, either a separate and independ-
ent Legislature of its own ; or else ina Legslature
in which, by its representatives, it shall have an
equal voice with those ‘whose hostility to its
peculiar veligious institutions is a matter of no-
toriety—can any security for those institutions
be found. That securily we possess at present
under our actual system of Representation ; and
might ‘possess no doubt, if the Legislative Un-
10n were repealed, and a Federal Union of all
the British North American Provinces, securing
1o each, sole and absolute control over its domes-
tic ard iuternal aflaivs, were to be substituted in
lieu thereof. But so long as the Legislative
Union exists, so long as in one common Legisla-
lature are laws passed aflecting both sections
of the DProvince — Pratestant or auti-Catho-
Jic Upper Canada, and Catholic Lower Canada
—s0 long will it be the duly of the representa-
tives of the latter to resist To the death every
effort that may be made to alter the existing ar-
rangement. Still, until that Legislative Union be
repealed, must the « Constitution be maintained
as 553 for in that alone consists any security
for our Schools, Colleges, Churches, Convents,
for our educational and charitable institutions of
all kinds, '

STATE-SCHOOLISM.~Our objections to ¥ com-
aen” Schoals, owr repugnance as Catholies to
allow our children to attend those institutions, and
aur complaints that therein the fuith of our little
ones is tampered with, and corrupted, are gener-
ally treated with ridicule by Protestants; and we
are taunted with seeking 1o create strile hetwixt
Catholics and Prolestants because we insist upen
the necessity of separate education for their child-
ven. That ¢ Common” Schools are employed asu
means of proselytisn and for the perversion of
the children of Cathalic parents—that the ten-
dency of mezed education is to beget an indiffer-
ence to religion amongst those subject to its in-
fluences—and that it 1+ chiefly hecause of those
tendencies that the ¢ Common’ School system is
valued by Protestants—are facts often by us ad-
vanced ; and as the following extract will show are
facts whose truth is occasionally admitted by
Protestants.

The Christian Register is the utle of a Tro-
testant journul published at Boston ; and is, as
may be supposed, a stannch advocate of * com-
anon® schools, and of “ Stale-Schoolism.” Tn
its issue of the 22d ult., 1t deplores the folly,
and too precipitate zeal of the Protestant school
authorities of Boston ; who by their extreme inea-
sures lately adopted, and by recognising the right
of Protestant school teachers to compel Catholic
children by means of torture, fo commit acts of
apostacy, have provoked Cathelic parents into the
withdrawal of their children from the Protest-
ant State-Schools into schools of their own ; sup-
ported hy Catholic charity, and in whieh Catho-
lic truthis imparted to the pupils. Thisis a
great misfortune, says the Chrestian Register ;
for « absurdly punctilous as seem the seruples of
Catholic sticklers on such matters as the repeti-
tian of the Tord’s Drayer, and the Command-
ments in the schools, the effect is the establish-
ment of separate schools under the entire con-
trol of their priests, ‘These schools are multi-

plying wherever they have the meauns 5 and thus
argues the Clristinn IRegister, ¢ vaulting secta-
rianism, like vaulting ambition, often overleaps
itself and falls on the other side.”

But why does the Christian Register regret
the secession of the Catholics from the coma-a
schools ?—why, seeing that no Protestants are
requested to support Catholic schools, and that
in addition to their support of tkese schools, Pa-
pists are burthened wit the support of the Pro-
testant State-Schools, why does the Christion
Register grudge his Catholic fellow-citizens such
an exercise of thewr nghts as parvents 7 The
reason is plain; he himsell tells us. Because
the ¢ common™ schoals, under Lhe old system of
management, and when there was as yet no talk
of flogging Catholic boys into apostasy, were ad-
mirable institutions for corrupting the faith of
Papists; nud because fewer Catholies will be
Protestantized under the new arrangement, which
lias stimulated them to the establiskment of se-
parate schoois :—

** We desire Lo have Preotestant truth taught to all
the voung, hul there will be fewer young Cutholics
Protestantized amung ws by having distinct schaols for
the two religions than by imparting secular instruclion
wlone to wll together.  Only let the childven mingle to-
gether and the effcel is well known.”— Christian Regis-
ter, 22nd ult.

Read the above carefully Catholic parents;
especially you who from fear of the expence,
from desire of some worldly advantage to your
children, or from an unwillingness to give of-
fence to your Protestant ncighbors, have hitherto
been indifferent to the dangers of common
schools ; and have allowed your little oues to ai-
tend those seminaries of infidelity and immorality.
Read aad see, to what imminent danger—Nay !
to what almost inevitable perdition, you, by Pro-.
Lestant. shewing, have been exposing the souls of
your children, of those for whom at the last great
day, the Judge will hold you responsible. ¢ Oh/
there is no danger,” you will urge, cager to find
au excuse for your dereliction of duty. *On;
there is no danger that the faith of our children
shall be corrupted ; or that their religion shall be
m any wise lnterfered with.?  This you know te
be a lie; this excuse for your infamous conduct
towards your children cannot avail you. You
know-—because your Protestant neighbors boast-
fully proclaim it—you know that the common
school is the last and cleverest device of Satan
to ruin souls 3 that it is the almost infullible re-
ceipt tor # Protestantising young Catholies,” and
making them tenfold more the children of hell
than are those who Protestantised them. You

know that it is sufficient 1o endusiger the faith of |

your Catholic children to Jet them assoviate in

school with Non-Catholics. * Only le: the chil-

dren 'mingle together and the effect is 1500}
known®’ says the Christian. Register ; how theg
ican you flatter. yourselves;that your.children shal|
escape apostacy ? or that you shall escape:,wel}
‘merited damnation, if through nigardliness, through
your culpable indiffererice, or ‘a grovellng dreag
of giwing offence to your Trotestant neighbors
you persist-in_allowing, your ctildren to nttenzl’
the Protestant comzmon schools? -

‘No Protestant doubts for one moment the ¢oq.
sequence of muized schools. It 'is as a power(y
engine of proselytism, that those schiools are va)y.
ed; it is just because of their effects upon (he
faith of « young Catholics™ that they are [rized
by Protestants, and cherished by anti-Catholjc
governments. Catholic parents therefore, if trye
to themselves, to tkeir children, and to they
God, will hold those schools in abharrence, wili
shrink from them as from the grealest of evilg—
"The Catholic parent who really loved his ol
would rather follow him to the grave, und lay
his body beneath the sod in the hopes of a ioyfﬁi
resurrection, than allow lum lo attend a Progest.
ant “ copamon?® school ; with the certainty al.
mast, that that child would be Protestantised, ang
that its immortal soul would therein be exposed to
the wost imminent danger of being lost forever,
This is no charge of our making againsi non-sec-
tarian or mixed schools. Tt we speak of (Len
as institutions adimrably caleulated to Protest.
antise their Catholic pupils, we do but repeat (he
words of our Proteslant cotemporary the Cfprss-
tian Register ; and if we asserr that the Protes-
tantised Catholie is in nnminent danger of hell-
fire, we do but repeat a truth which the Churchy
teaches, and which reason approves.  Beuer tor
the child that it had never been born, or 1yt o
mill stone had been tied vound its neck and that
it had been cast into the deep—than, that havipe
been born of Catholic parents, and baptisad inte
the Church, it had been allowed to attend ope of
the State or* commoun” schools.  We shudder
when we read of the unnntural parents why often
extinguish the vital spark in their oflspring, and
with zanatural hands deprive it of the natural ife
which through them it bad recci\:e(l; but what
is their enime, what thew brutality, to that of the
Catholic parent, whe, warned of the danger, ex-
poses the soul of his son to the almost certain
death that awails it in the * common® sehaols of
Upper Canada, and the United States !

The editor of the Montreal Herald acts wise
ly in declining to enter into a_controversy on
i‘ religions or quasx—rehgncgus suhjecfs,” with thn
Frue Wirsess. A slight acquaintance with
the subject matter of controversy, and a litie ve-
gard for truth, are qualifications indispensable (o
him who would engage m such a coutroversy,
and neither of these qualifications does the fler-
ald possess,

OFf s distregard for truth we may cite as a
conclusive proof, his argument that every man
should adhere to what he calls the “ distanctize
Faith” of his lathers—ivithout any proviso that
that ¢ Fagth,” as be calls it, be the truthjand
though that “ Faith” be distinguishable from
Catholicity only in that it in some respects
agrees with the * Disginctive Farth” of infidels.
Of his ignorance of Lhe subject mattev in dispute,
we gave an ostance in our last 5 showing that
the Herald is so ignorant of the rudiments of
Catholicity as to doubt whether, by the Catholic
Charch, baptism administered by hereties is deen-
ed valid.

But though the FHerald will not * arguc”
with, yet, having made a charge against us, be is
hound, either to substantiate i, or to “withdraw
it. He acewses ug, by ilmplication at lcast, of
having abandoned the Protestant Faith, the frith
of our ¢ immediate ancestors™; and we call upon
him, therefore, to specify one single article ol
that I7aith whicl: we have abandoned, and which,
therefore, we must once bave beld. To deal in
vague generalities §s light work ; but to descend
to parueculars is not so easy, and the Herald
will, we think, find it no easy matler to accept
our challenge.

It is true that we once did 20t believe what
the Catholic Church believes and teaches, and
were, therefore, at one vime justly obpoxious to
the charge of being o Protestant or baptised
Non-Catholic. [t is true that we now believe
all that the Catholic Clinech believes and teaches,
and simply because she so believes and teaches ;
but we are not, therefore, constious of having
abandoned anything which we did once hold or be-
lieve. We helieve aow, it is true, that the lormu-
fas known as the Apostles’, the Nicene,and Atha-
masian Creeds, are cxponents of revealed truth,
though we once rejected them as ol womer’s
fables ; but we are nol aware that we have re-
jected, since being a Catholic, any Creed or Sym-
bol that we beld whilst Protestant, The re-
proach, thevefore, of the Ferald of having
“abandoned the Fauth” of our aucestors, is to
us quite innocuous, because we know ourselres (o
be nnworthy of i,

But what have these paltry personalities to do
with Lhe subjeet matter of the controversy T or
why should the Herald persist 10 treating it as
it 1t were in any mamner conuected with the
merits or demerits of the writer ¢/ Qur thesis is,
that it is the daty of every man to embrace the
truth, and cleave thereunto, irrespective of the
opinions of his ancestors or his cotemporaries.—
The doctrine of the Herald, if consistently
obeyed, would sompel the son of « heathen [a-
ther Lo worship Muwnbo Jumbo becanse his fa-
thers worshipped it - the son of a Calvinist
ta worship, undér the name of God, a mon-
sler tenfold more hateful than Mumbo-Jumbo,
breeause s Calvinistic ancestors delighted to re-
present, God as an omnipotent fiend ; and would
condemn the son of infidel parents to remain an
infidel, because hes immediate ancestors believed
notleag.  The comuon sense of mankind must
revolt against such doctrine 3 and yet it 1 im-
plied in the reproach that the editor of the Mont-
real flerald addresses to us as an * Kz-Protest-
ant.” ' ' ' '

No! the editor of the Herald acts wisely not
to“argue.” [His forte hes not in argument,
I but i mvective, in calling names, and in makiog
false’ charges which he well knows to be fulse,
and which, therefore, lie will not attempt to sub-
stuntrate.  If our oppancat deewns we are uujust




