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the Church, You are wbd
ear 1859 the chief citiesg
tirred up to rebellion , byghhe X
horities, who sent whgings,
arms and money; and how, not long
assemblies of the people having been convened,
and suffrages having been taken, a‘pretended
plebiscite was got up, and by that trickery and
pretence Our provinces situate 10 that region
_were wrested from Qur Paternal Government;
all good men in vain protesting against the act.
You arc also well acquainted with the fact,
that, during the year following, tho said Gov-
ernmentimade prey of other provinces situate
in Picenum, in’ Umbria, and in" the Patrimony,
and.turned them to its own profit, alleging
crafty. prefedts] and with a large army attacked
by surprise Our troops and the volunteer band
of Qatholic youths, who, induced by the spirit
of religion and piety towards their common
Father, had hastened from all parts of the
world to Our defence, and routed them in a
murderous battle, they being taken at unawarcs,
yot fighting bravely for their religion to the
last.

Neither is any man ignorant of the extra-
ordinary itsolence and hypoerisy of this Gov-
ernment, which in order to extenuate the odiuin
of their sacrilegious usurpation, has not hesitated
to give out that it had iuvaded those pro-
vinces to restore in thewm the principles of moral
order, whilst in reality it cverywhere promoted
the diffusion and cultivation of every false doc-
trine, and everywhere relaxed the restraints of
lust and impiety ; likewise inBictivg undeserved
penalties on Catholic Bishops and cn Ecclesias-
tics of every grade, whom it threw into prison
and allowed to be harassed with public insults,

- while at the same time it granted impunity to
those persecutors, and even to the assailants of
the Supreme Pontifical dignity in the person of
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Church; and, having respect to men rather
than to God, does not reflect that there isin
the heavensa King of Kingsand Lord of Lords
who doth not regard the person of any mao, nor

ny man for He hath made
both great and small} and 3hat for the styonger
there is but the Stronger-punishment ( Wasdoar,-
vi., §, 9). But as to the propositions made to
Us, We thought that we ought not to catertain
them, but that We should obey the laws of duty
and conscience, and imitate the example of Qur
predecessors, and espécially of Pius YIL, of
happy memory, the sentiments of whose uncon-
quered soul uttered by him in a cause com-
pletely similar to Our own We have pleasure in
qudting :—

« Let us remember, with S. Ambrosc (De
Busil, trad. n. 17), that Nabuth, a boly man,
and the possessor of a vineyard of his own, was
called upon by a royal demand that he should
make over his vineyard that the King might
cut down the vines and plant common potherbs
therein, and that he answered ¢ God forbid that
I should sell the inheritance of my fathers’—
Much more do We judge that it would be un-
lawful for Us to surrender soancient and sacred
an inheritance, namely the Temporal Dominion
of this Holy See, which not without the evi-
dent design of Divine Providence has been held
in possession by the Roman Pontiffs QOur pre-
decessors through a long scrics of ages, or even
to give a tacit assent that any mun should take
possession of the chief City of the Catholic
world, when the unsettlement and abolition of
the holiest form of Government which has been
left by Jesus Christ to His Holy Church, and

fear the greatn

- Our humility. It is moreover true that We,
in the due discharge of Qur office, huve not
only ail along resisted reiterated counsels and
. demands offered to Us, to the effeet that We
should basely betray Qur duty, throwing over
forsooth and surrendering the rights and pos-
sessions of the Church, or entering into a sinful
compromise with the usurpers. Also, it is
true that We have opposed to these wicked at-
tempts and crimes so perpetrated contrary to
alt Jaw human and divine, Our solcian protests
before God and Man: and that We have de-
clared their authors and abettors to be involved
in Ecclestastica} censures, and as far asthe case
required We inflicted anew those censures upon
them : lastly, it is a well known fact that the
aforesaid Government has persisted nevertheless
in its contumacy and its plots, and endeavored
to stir up rebellion in Qur remaining Provinees
by sending in without intermission its emis-
suries to stir up trouble, and by artifices of
every kind, But these attempts not succeed-
ing, as was expected, on account of the un-
shaken fidelity of Our soldiers, and the love
and affection of Qur people, which wzs re-
markably and unwaveringly manifested towards
Us, at last that fierce tempest broke out against
Us in the year 1867, when during the autumn
bands of desperate men burning with wicked-
ness and rage, and aided by subsidies from the
said Government, invaded Our territories and
this City, wheré many persons belonging to the
same bands kad already found entranccand had
concealed themselves; and from their violence
and cruelty and arms al fierce and ,bloody out-
rages were to be feared by Us and by Our be-
loved subjeets, as was clearly cvident unless
the mercitful God had frustrated their attacks
by the energy of Our troops and by the effective
aid of a force seat to Us by the renowned
French nation.

In so many conflicts, in such a suecession of
perils, anxieties and sorrows, Divine Providence
conferred on Us meanwhile the greatest conso-
lation, Venerable Brethren, from the noble
picty and zeal of yourselves and of your faith-
ful flocks towards Us and towards this  Apos-
tolic See, of which piety and zezl you continu-
ally gave singal proofs, by works of Catholic
charity. And although the very grave dungers
in which We were involved left Us scarcely any
respite, yet with the help of God We vever re-
laxed our efforts to sccure tho temporal pros-
perity of our subjects; and the state of puolic
tranquility and security under Our rule. the
condition of ull the best arts wnd seivnees, and
the loyalty and affection of Qur popul:tions to-
wards Us were matters of notoriety to all na-
tions, from whom strangers continaally cune in
crowds to this City; and especially on the oc-
casions of the numerons solemmities which We
celebrate, and at the times of the solemn fos-
tivals in their succession.

And now, when things werc in this posture,
and Qur people enjoying peace and quietness,
the P’iedmontese King and his Government,
seizing the opportunity when two of the most
powerful nations of Kurope were -engaged in a
great, wur, with one of which the said Govern-
ment had entered into a treaty to preserve in-
violate the present state of the Church’s Domi-
nion and not fo allow it to be invaded by the
Revolutionists, all at once determined to invade
the remaining territories of Our Dominion, and
even Our See itself, and reduce them under
their power. But why this hostile invasion,
and what pretexts were alleged for it? It is
matter of notoriety what kind of representations
were made in the letter of the King to Us,
dated the Sth of September last, amd delivered
to Us by his envoy commissioned for the pur-
pose. In that letter, with lengthy and insin.
cere cireuitousness of words and sentences,
under the assumed character of a loving son
and o Catholic, and under the pretext of the
preservation of public order and of the security of
the Papacy itself and of Qur Person, the de-
mand was made, that We would be pleased not
to take ag a hostile aet the overthrow of Qur
Temporal Power, and would surrender that
"power of Qur own accord in reliange on the
futile promises made by himseif, which, as he
said, would reconcile the aspirations of the peo-

ples of Italy with the Sovereign rights and free
exercise of the Spiritual authority of the Ro-

has been ordained by the Sacrcd Canens au-
thorized by the Spirit of Jed, would intreduce |
in its place that Code, which is contrary and
repugnant ot only to the Saered Caznons, but
even to the precepts of the Gospel, und would
bring in, as i3 usually the case, thut new order
of things which tends most manitestly to mingle
aud confound all seets and superstitions with
the Catholic Church. Nabuth defended his
vices with his blood (8. Ambrose, 1hid.)
Can We do otherwise, happen what may to Us,
than defend those rights and possessions of the
Holy Roman Church, as We are in duty beund
to do by the solemn obligation of Qur oath?
Can We do otherwise than vindicate the liberty
of the Apostolic See which is so intimately
connected with the liberty and welfure of the
Universul Church’?  And how great in reality
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habit of rejoicing in the worst actions did not blush
to parada, as in triumph, through the towns of Italy
rebellion and contempt. of eccleaiastical censures,
thus insulting the true’ sentiments of the great mn-
jority of Italinns, whose religion and fidelity towards
Us and towards Holy Church, forcibly repressed in
all gorts of ways, cannot have free course.

A8 to: Ourselves, charged by God to rulc and
Govern the ‘whole House of Isracl, -and mado-the
Supreme Défonder of Religion, of Justice, and of the
rights of the Church, iu order that We be not re-
proached before God nnd before the Church for hav-
ing been silent, and for having by Our silence con-
sented to this unjust revelution, renewing and con-
firming that which We have already declared in the
Allocutions, Encyclicals, and Briefs above-men-
tioned, and recently in the Protestation which, by
Our order and in Qur name, the Cardinal-Secretary
of State comnmunicated on the 20th of September to
the Ambassadors, Ministers, and Charges d’Affaires
of foreign nations accredited to Us and to this Holy
Sce, We declare anew before you, Venerable
Brethren, with all possible solemnity, that it {s Our
intention, resotution, and will to retain in their in-
tegrity, intact and inviolable, all the Dominions and
rights of this Holy See,and so to transmit them
to Qur Successors: that all usurpation of these
rights, whether of arecent or of an earlier date, is
unjust, vicleat, null, and void ; and that all the acts
of the rebels and invaders, already accomplishied or
to be accomplished witha view of confirming in what-
ever manner this usurpation, are by Us from this mo-
ment conderned, annulled, quashed, and ubrognted.
We morcover declare ahd We protest before God and
before the Catholic World, that We are in such
captivity as to render it altogether impossi-
Lle for Us to exercise Our Pastoral authority
with security, case, and freedom. Finally, fol-
lowing the advice of S. Paul:—¥ Quae participatio
injustitiae cum iniquitnle 2 aut quae soetelas luct ad tene
bras? quae autzm conventio Christi ad Belial ' (2 Cor.
vi. 14,15.) We announce and publicly and opcnly
declare that, faithful to Our office and to the solemn
oath which binds Us, We neither consent nor will
consent to any project of conciliation which may iu
any manner whatever destroy or lessen Our rights,
which are the rights of God and of the Holy Sce;

and We likewise profess that We are ready, thanks
to the Divine assistance, and in spite of Qur great
aga, to drink to the dregs for the Church of Jesus
Christ the chalice which He first deigned to drink

for her, and that We will nover commit the fault of
vielding to, or acquicscing in, the unjust demands
which ara address=d to Us.  For, as Our predecessor
Pius VIL said: “To do violence to this Sovereign

Erapire of the Apostolic See, 1o svparate the Tem-
poral Power from the Spiritual, to disjoin, to tear
asunder, and to cut up Ly the roots the offices of
Pastor and of Prince, is nothing else but to desire to

ruin and destroy the work of God ; nothing clse but

to lubor for the greatest injury o religion ; is noth-
ing clse bat to deprive it of a most- officacions bul-

wark, so that the Supreme Ruler, Pastor, and Viear

of God may not have it in his power to give to Cath-

olics who, scuttered all over the world, ask of him

aid and sucrour, that help which they elaim from

his Spiritual Power, and which no one may hinder.”

is the congruity und necessity of this Temporal
Priccipality to the ussertion of that safe and :
free exercise of the Spiritual power granted by
God to them over the whole world, teo many fucts
that are now takiug place (should other arguments
be wanting) clearly demonstrate. ([Letters (Lostolre,
June 10, 1803.)" '

Therefore, adhering to the sentiments which in
many of Qur Allocutions We have constantly pro-
fvesed, We reproved in Our unswer to the Kiag his
unjust demands, and yct s0 as to show that, with
Our bitter sorrow, there was conjoined that fatherly
affection which cannot wholly repel {from its solici-
tude even sons who imitate the rebellious Absalon.
But this our letter had not yet been conveyed tu the
King when the citice of Our Tontificul Dominion,
which were as yet untouched and at peace, were in-
vaded by his army, the garrisons whenever they at-
tempted to make any resistance being easily routed ;
and then in a short time that unhappy day dawned,
the 20th of lust September, on which we beheld this
City, the See of the Prince of the Apostles, the
centre of the Catholic religion and the refuge of all
nations, beset with thousands of armed mcn, ity walls
battered dow, and itself terrorsstricken by the can-
non shots fired upon it, And We had to mourn
over its capture 17 ef armis by order of the man who
just before had profussed se strougly his filial affec-
tion towards Us, anl his fidelity to Religion! What
could be to Ts and to all good men more afilicting
than that day ?  On it, when the troops enterad the
City, the City was filled with 2 large and promiscu-
ous crowd of disorderly persons, and We immediat.-
1v beheld public order overturned ; We suw the
dignity and sacredness of the Scvercign Pontificate
in the humility of Our person insulted with impious
language ; We belield Our very faithiul troops treated
with every kind of insult and licence and impudence
let Inosn without restraint far and near, where but
just before the filial affeetion was conspicnous of
thesy who were endeavoring to alleviate the grivf of
a common Father. And ever sinee that day there
liave ensaed before Gir own eyss things which cnn-
not be mentioned without exciting the just fwligne-
tion of all good men; wivked books stuffed with
lies, obscenity and blasphemy, have bognn to Le ex-
posul for ready sale, and to e dissominatid every-
where ; o multiplicity of newspapers intended to
corrupt minds aml morals are published, tending to
insult and calumniate Religion, and to influence
public opinion against Us and against this Apostolic
See; foul and improper pictures are displayed
openly, and other contrivances of the same kind, by
which sacred persons and things are hcld up to
ridicule and exposed to public derision, are exhibit-
ed; honours and monuments are decrced to those
who have suffered by legal trial and sentence the
just punishment of most heinous crimes; many
ministers of the Church, against whom every species
of odium is stirred up, are harrassed with all
kinds of insult, and some of them are stricken and
wounded by the blows of treachcrous assassins ;
some religious houses have been subjected to illogal
search ; Our Quirinal Palaces have been broken into;
and from his residence in one of them a Roman Car-
dinal has been roughily thrust out by violent orders,
and other Ecclesiastics of our household have been
shut out of their use, amwl subjected to melestation :
faws and decrees have been pub forth which avew-
edly Injurc and destroy {he liberty, immunity, pro-
perty, aud lawiul rights of the Chuvell of God ; and

grieve to sec are likely to progress ; and We mean-
while ars hindered by renson of our present position
from applying any remedy ; and are every clay more
rudely reminded of the captivity in which We are
held, and of the absence of that fall liberty which is
pretended in lying words to be Teft Us for the ex-
ercise of Our Apostolic ministry over the world, und
is professed to be meant to be sccured to Us with
snfeguards (us they are valled) by the intruding
Government,

We cannot here, Venerable Brethren, pass nnder
silence the commission of air &' voeious crime, which
without doubt is lnown to you. As thoughthe
possessions und rights of the Apestolic See, sacred
and inviolable by so many titlew, and respected dur-
ing so many centurics, could e to-day controverted
and disputed, and as though the grave censurcs,

all these most terible evils, vnless Goil averd it, We §

But since OQur admonitions, expostulations, and
protests have beey without effect, by the authority
of Almighty God, of the Holy Apostles Peter and
Paul, and by Qur own, We deciare to you, Venerable
Brethren, and by you to the whole Church, that all
those who have perpetated the invasion, usurpation,
aad occupation of any of the Provinces of Our Do-
minion and of this our Beloved City, or have done
any of these things, of whatever dignity they may
be, and ¢ven though they should be worthy of most
special mention: and in like menuer all their
agents; abettors, assistants, counsellors, adherents,
and all others, cither obtaining the execution of
those things, under whatever pretext ot in whatever
mianner, or exccubing them themselves; have in-
curred, according to the form and tenour of Our
Letters Apostolic, recited the 26th of March, 1860,
the Greater Excomumunication, and ths other cen-
sures nnd ecclesiestical penalties published by the
Holy Canons, Apostolical Censtitutions, and the
Dacrees of General Councils, and particularly of the
Counci] of Trent. (Sess. 22, C. 11 de Reform.)

But, calling to mind that We hold on earth the
place of Him who came to seck and to save that
which was lost, We desire nothing more ardently
than to embrace with paternal love the wandering
sons who may return to Us: and, therefore raising
Our Linnds to Heaven in the humility of Owur heart,
remitting and recommending to God the most just
uf causes, which is His still more than Qur own, We
conjure and supplicate Him, by the bowels of His
mercy, to aid Us by His succour, to aid His Chureh,
and to bring about through His merey and com-
passion that the encmics of the Charch, thinking
upon the cternal damnation which they are prepar-
ing for themselves, may hasten to appease His ter-
rible jnstice before the day of vengrance, and to
consod: hy their copversion the affections of their
iToly Mother the Church, und Our vwn grief,

In order to obtain from the Divine Mercy such
sprcial favers, We caraestly exhort you, Venerable
Brethren, to join with Dur supplications your fervent
prayers, and thes: of the faithful committed to your
corz: and going altogether to the foot of the Throue
of txrace amud Merey, let us engage the intercession
of the JTrminacniate Yirgin Mary, Mother of God, and
fdic Tevserd Apostles Puter and Paul. * The
k" God from her beginning untdl pur day
Tins ofter! been intribulation, and has a3 often been
delivered. It is she who cries out, Swpe enpugnaver-
unt w2 q jurcplife men, etentin non potuerun miki—
Supra dorsum meure fabricaverunt, peccalorss, prolonga-
perunt iniquitatem swam.  Neither to-day will the
Lord allow the sceptre of sinnters to determine the
lot of the just, the arm of the Lord is not shortened,
nor unable to save. Without doubt He will deliver
His Spouse once. again, His Spouse whom He has
purchased with His blood, endowed with His Spirit,
adorned with His heavenly gifts, and has also en-
viched with carthly gifts” (8. Bern., £p. Conraa
ey, 241.)

And now, Wo ask of God from the bottom of Our
heart the abundant treasures of heavenly graces for
you, Venerable Brethren, and for 21l the clergy ond
laity confided to the care of cach of you, and as a
pledge of Qur special love for you, We affectionately
erant to you frotn Our inmost heoart the Apostolicul

senediction, to you and to all the faithful) Our well-
toved souR,

Given at Rome, at 8. Peter's, the 1st day of No-

vember of the year 1870,
Beinyg the twenty-fifth rear of Our Pontificake.

PIUS PP, IX.
e e
THE CAMPAIGN OF 1870—BY THE EMPEROR
N A'POL]'ION.

The Tondun Figaro publishes the first instalment
of a brochure ahout to appear abt Brussels, entitled
¢« The Campaign of 1870, and the causes which led
to the Capitulation of Sedun. ¢ This pamphict, tho
Figors assurts, ‘thongh ostensibly written Ly nn
ofiicer atlnched to the general stafi of the Emperor,
was, in reality, dictuted by Napolecon himsclf, The
pauaphilet opens by saying that the Emperor did not
share in the itlusion of the cxceited rf'rench multi-
tude—that the campaign was destined to be merely
n military promenade to Derlin, The Emperor
knew that Prossic wiss ready to call out in a short
time 900,000 men, and with tho aid of the sonthern

which arc incurred #pso facle and without fresh de-
claration by the violatora.of these riglits and pos-

wan ‘Pontiff. We in truth could not but

sessions, could lose their force by rebellion and po-

states of Germany could count upon 1,100,000
soldiers, France wns only able to muster 600,000,

BT o O, . . )
Fﬁnd»' the number of fighting men is never more

t nc-half theliactual effective force, Germany
washh a positiondto bring into the field 550,000
metyyhilst we biad only about 300,000 to confront
the.gnemy. To compensate for this numerical in-

forfority it was necéssary for us by a rupid move-
ment to cross the Rhine, separate Southern Ger-
muny from the North German Confederation, and
by the eclat of u first success sccure the alliance of
Austria and Italy. If we were able to [prevent iihe
armics of Southern Germany from' forming their
junction with those of the north the ecffective

men, and the disproportion between the number of
combatants thus much diminished. If Austria an

Italy made common cause with Fmuce then the
superiority of numbers would be in omr fsvour.
Tise Emperor’s plan of campaign, which he confided
at Parls to Marshals MacMakon and Lebeouf, was to
mass 150,000 men at Metz, 100,000 at Strasburg, and
56,000 at the camp of Chalons. The concentration
of the first two armies, one on the T.oire and the
other on the Rhine, did not reveal his projects, for
_the enemy was left in uncertainty as to whether the
atteck would be made against the Rhenish pro-
vinces or upon the Duchy of Baden. As soon as the
troops should have been concentrated at the points
indicated, itwas the Emperor’s purpose to imme-
dietely unite the two armies of Metz and Strasburg,
and at the head of 200,000 men to c¢ross the Rhine
at Maxay, leaving at his right the fortress of Ras-
todt, and at the left that of Germersheim. Reach-
ing the other side of the Rhine, he would have
forced the States of the South to observe neutrality,
and would then have hwiried on to encounter the
Prussians.  Whilst this movement was in course of
execntion the 50,000 men at Chalons under the
command of Marshal Canrobert were to proceed to
Metz to protect the rear of the army and guard the
north-cast frontier ; at the same time our tivet
cruising in the Baitic would have held stationary
in the north of Prussia, a part of the enemy’s forces
being obliged to defend the coasts threatened with
invasion, The sole chance of this plan succeeding
was to surprise the enemy in rapidity of movement.
To accomplish this it was necessary to muster in a
very fow days at the points decided upon not only
the number of men required, but also "the essentinl
accessorics of the projected campaign, including
waggon equipages, artillery parks, pontoon trains,

zunboats to cover the passage of the Rhire, and,
finully, the commissariat necessary to supply a large
army on the march. The Emperor fintiered hiwself
with the hope of attaining these results, and in this
he was deceived, as in tact everyboly was led astray

by the supposition that, by means of the railways,
these could be concentrated, and horses and matrial
brought forward with the order and precision imiis-
pensable to success where preparations had been
made long in advance by a vigilant administration.
It was found that the troops of France were dis-
persed over the whole country, and could nut be
concentrateld towards the frontier in time, that the
railways were insufficient for the transportation of
not only material, and zlthough the defective French
administration munaged by a tour de force to Lring
into line in a brief period armics incomplctely
tformed, yet from the first the cause of the French
was retarded by the confusivn which prevailed in
the working of the French system. The Emperor,
ho vever, trusted that the elan of his troops would
compensate for many deficiencies and render victory
assured. His illusions were not of long duration.

strength of the Prusstans would be reduced 200,0034

could s8]l be succoured, and the I
received from the Qouncil of Ministcr:fiteoo\t;gngen
been joined the Priyy Council and the I’rcgid:
the Chambers, a most pressing injunction to o
towards Mete. MacBfahon obeyed, flattored {? rch
iden that by attrecting towards hingsel all the ¢
of t]w ehemy l}e.wus for the moment de)i\-eri'.,urc
enpital, and giving it time to finish ity me B the
defence. Asto the Emperor, he made no Oppo:'n‘s
The army therefore retraced its steps and left m:tl-on'
on the 23rd, but scarcely had it made amg Ty
wards establishing iteelf on the Suippe at Beth:'[-l'm
when commissariat difficulties obliged I‘Jars]m]m“e
Mahon to reapproach the line of the railwy B
¢ & movement on his lett, and rerched yn He
on the 24th in erder to obtain for Lis tranps flhel
diys subsistence, TLis distribution ety i‘ft}rm
whole of the day of the 25tH. From Re&é\ e
head-quarters were transported to Tourteron and the
narch towards Sedan commenced. The p’a.m htb'
In concluding the battle of Sedan and the djaposﬂim'
which led up to it, according to his Majesty's 0
of the positiop, he was lLiemmed in upon the n'ﬂew
cast and east by the Prussian army corps whily orth-
ral bodivs of German cavalry held the ground gn 1
west of the great bend of the Meuse belgy Sn the
that is between the departmental road to ey
and the railway which passes just to the no,:‘tgm
Donchery. The Emperor's position ilius shut h'«
out from all possibility either by advancip a
Ik-{utz or of retreating upon Mezeires without E . i
tion, but the latter plan even on the 15t of sppfo"]'
Ber was decidedly better than fighting, The E]m-l'
testo proves nothing more thanthat French gen oo
ship was bad again. el

Leoxpox, Fridny Night—The Fipara oftli
gives the continuation and conclusioy
now arccepted here as the ex-Emperor's pe
great Priussinn-Franeo campaign of 1870
surrender &t Sedan. T furnish you with th
ation in extenso s the cvents it treats of
importance, and were much debated
ot the time of their occurrence :—

S Uvenige
of whay i:;
Port of (e
2 WP to ki
& tontipy.
are of preqt
and questioneq

On the 27th of August tife army amjved
Chene-Populeux. At this place the army of th
Prince of Saxony had effected its junction with t}],e
of the Prince Royal of Prussia, and thejr vangiy ,&"
had already come to blows with the corps (,r"(\d‘ h
rals de Fuilly and Douay., The Marshal obsc::-!m
that the enemy was gaining upon bim, r,usnh-ed i
order to save the soie army which Frane. b -
her disposition, to turn back in a wester]y direeti it
He immediately gave orders to this 'nn'ucf- ‘En'
during the night he received by telesraph fm,mut
injunctions to vontinue his warch towards M _;ﬂ
unquestionably, the Emberor conld haye t‘\umt{z
mandad this order, but Tie was resolved ngt t:)i o
pose the decision of the Regency, and had resirvx;)&.
himself to submit to the consequences of the fat:.]i:
which attached itself to all the resolutions of lh]:
Governmment,  As for the Duke of Magrenty 1.L-
again bowed to the decision made kn.'?“-., ;'mL
Paris, aml once more turned towards Motz Th(.;
orders and counter-ordurs occasioned dolays iy the'
novements, Head-quarters reached Stonne on the
26th.  Unfortunately, the different corps darme
separated from each other, were unuble to etoun
themselves round this position, aud those of ])l;
Failly and Douay were attackcd soparately, Thcl
intention of the Marshnl was to reach Stengy and
from thence Montmedy. But the encmyv was :{I;-c;u]
in strength in the first of thesy two towns, T}.{

at the

When the calapaign opened the army of Metz, in-
stead of 150,000 men, only mustered 100,600 men,
that of Strashurg only 40,000 instead of 100,006,
whilst the corps of Marshal Canrobert had still one
division at Paris and another at Soissons., His ar-
tillery as well as his cavalry were not roady.  Fur-
ther, no army corps was even yet completely furnish-
ed with the cquipments necessary for taking the field
The Emperor gave precise orders to the effect that
the arrival of the missing regiments should be push-
ed on, but he was obeyed slowly, excuse being made
that it was impossible to leave Algeria, Paris and
Lyons without garrisons. Nevertheless the hope of
carrying out the original plan of the cnmpaign was
rot lost. It was thought that the encmy would not
be ready before us. His movements were 1ot known’
nor in what quarter his forces were being massed
and it was with a view of determining these things
that on the 2ud of Aungust initiative steps were taken
at Saarbruck, but on the 4th the attack upon the
Douay division at Wiessenburg by imposing forces,
and two days after the glorious futal lattle of
Freischweler caused all uncertainly to pass away.
By the bold initiative of the German troops, who
poured in simultancously by the Saare and by the
Rhine, we were eanghitin the act of formation.  The
corps of General De Failly had not had time to rein-
force that of Marshal MacMahon, and found itself
cut off from the army ofMetz. The corps of Ueneral
Douay, which was slowly mustering at Belmont,

found itself far distant from the theatre of military
operations; and the army of Marshal Canrobort was
not yet completely formed at the Champ of Chalons,
Under these circumstances he was so profoundly de-
pressed at witnessing all his combinations destroyed
and driven in these few days to think no longer of
any but a defensive position.  The Emperor rasolved
immediately to Iead buck the wrmy to the Camp of
Chalons, where it might have gathered together the
debris of Marshal MacMahon's army, TFailly's corps.
and that of Douay, Yo wull did the Prussinns con-
ceal their movements behined the furmidable shelter
of cavidry which they deployed bofore them in all
dircetions, that notwithstunding the most persevering
inquiries, it was never really known whiere the mass
of their troops was, nor, in~ consequenee, where our
chicf efforts stiould Le directed. On the Lith of
Auvgust, as also ou the 16th no one g ined that the
whole Prassian army had to be dealt with. No one
doubted at Gravelotte that Verdun could easily Le
reached on the wmorrow, At Paris they were no
Letter informed than we. These melancholy epen-
ings of the campalpn must, naturally enough, have
afiected public opinion in g painful manner. The
Emperor felt that he was held respensible for the
wictched rituation of the army, whilst that aruy was
charging Marshal Lebeeuf with the delays and with
the incfficiency of the organisation. He decided,
therefore, to give the command to Marshal Bazaine,
wheae zbility was recognised on o]l sides,nnd to sup-
press the functions of tho post of Major-General.
As soon as he reached the Camp of Chalons the K-
peror found there the Duke of Magenta and General
Trochu. The latter had been nominated by the
Minister of War commander of the troops at the camp,
These two gencral officers wers summoned by the
Emperor to a council, at which ther: were present
Prince  Nupoleon, Genern!  Schmitly  (frencral
Trochw's chief stafY officer), and Cenocral Lerthant,
the commander of the National Garde Mobile., It
was decided that the Emperor should nominnaie Gen-
ecal Trochu to the command of the army in-Paris,
and that the troops collected at Chalons should be
dirgcted towards the capitel under the orders of Mar-
shal MacMahon ; that the National Garde Mobile
should go 1o the camp of St Mawr, at Vincennes, and
that the Emporor should go to Paris where his duties
called him. When this deeision was learned by the
Government, it excited an animated opposition
nevertheless it wag decided to earry out the orders
of the Emperor, whilst the propriety of succonring
Dazaine wes still insisted upon, bns the Duke of
Magenta informed the Minister of War thnt to march
towards Metz wonld be ong of the greatest impru-
dences, and pointed out ull the dangers of such an
operation, He urged that it was most dingerous to
expose troops imperfectly organised to the porif of 2
flank march on the force of an enomy tery superior
in numbers ; but the languago of reason was not un-

derstood in Paris, It was wished atall hazards to

greatest difficulties,
amongst his treops.  Finally, the corps of Ducrot

Peussian army had made forced marched, whilst we
tnctunbered with baggage, had occu pied Fix da};
with fatigued troops, in marching twenty-five
leagues. | We were, therefore, obliged to establia)
henl-quarters at Racourt, in order to prss< the Meyge
at Mouzon. Whilst, on the morning of the 3oty
August, a portion of the army effected this move
ment, already exccuted on the previous cvening by
Generul Lebrun, the corps of D Failly and Douay,
still on the left Lank of the M:usd, became e
gaged near Bewumont with the vangnard of the
main body of the Prussian army. De Failly's corps
sharply pushed by the attacking troops, fousht well
for sevural hours, but it was finally thrown back i
disordur towards Mouzon. The Urigacd: sent to sup-
%ort it was involved in the retreat.  As for Genepl

onay, arriving at Remilly, he way cbliged to cros
the narrow paseage of the Meuse, which off-red the
Confusien took place algp

reached Curignan after a long and painful mard,
For the third time, Murshal MacMahon was con-
pelled to abandon the project of zoing to the succour
of Marshal Bazaiue ; and, during the night of the
30th, the events of the day having shiown him the
imposeibility of reaching Montmedy, lLe gave the
order to withdraw upon Sedan.  This city, classed
as o fortress, is commanded on all sides, and in-
capable of resisting the power of the new artillery,
It was, moreover, imperfectly armed and ladly prb-
visioned, possessud no exterior works, and offered
no shelter to an army inretreat. Whilst the French
army took up its position around Sedun, the Prus-
sians, to the number of 230,000, continued their
march upon our track, aund arvivid at nearly the
same moment as ourselves in sight of tha tewn, 18
wai too late to avold the battle which they offercd,
and which we were now vbliged to aecept, in the
disudvantageous position where we had Leen driven,
Our four corps d'armee were massed, not far from the
city, in the order assigued for the movement
of relreat,  On the moming of the Jist, the
corps of General Lebrum had alvendy been en-

gaged, and bad  sustained  the struggle  with
cqual cnergy and courage.  But army  of
the enemy, relving upon the supoviarity of

numbers, hud dividoal dts forces in two prin-
cipal masses, which were to atrack sepaately~the

one by the vight the other by 1he left, His object

was to turn the two wings of our arnry, and—by

reuniting again upen the heights behind Sedan—to
engirely surround it. A reserve corps, composed of

infantry and a large body of cavalry, drawn up in
the plain near Donchery, was so pliced as to prevent
any communication with Mesieres; and the opposi‘'e
batteries, upon the left bank of the Meuse, were
bristling with a numerous artillery, which flanked
the fire of the right bank. Under these circum-
stances, it appeaved to us that the enly one last
resource remaincd by which the army could be
saved, and that was, to take up a line of rereat
upon the neutral territory of Belgium, It was teo
late to attempt to break through—cither on the
enst, towards Carignan, or to the west, towards
Mezicres—for in both direetions the army would
have found itself exposed to o cross-fire, in the pres-
ence of superior forces.  But to eseape from an in-
vestment, and to cfiect a safe retreat, it was neces-
sary- to occupy in force the heights of 1lly end
Givonnes; to abandon the town of Scdun to its own
resources ; to face about, and to retice hy the roads
leading into Belgium. By crowning with o numer-
ous artillery the heights which have boenr mentioned,
it was to be hoped that the enemy would have been
held in check, and the retrent efficaciousty covered.
Unfortunately, however, the two gencrals who sue
cceded MacMalion, after he wus wounded, in the
command of the army, each proposed o differcnt
plan; and us o consequence, the plateau of IITF,
which was the most important position, was bu
feelly occupied. Before five o'clock on the morning
of-the 1st September, the attack commenced towards
the east, at Bagcilles, extending to Mencelle an

Givonnes ; and to the west, upon the heights of
Tloing. At five o'clock, Marshal MacMahon- pro-
ceeded to the advanced posts mear Bnzilles, and
gont to inform the Emperor, who, mounted his horst;
and hnstened to the field of Lattle. On his Wway he
met the Marshel, who was being carried back to Se-
dan, wounded by the splinter 6f a shell, -This vo-
fortunato event at the commencement of tho action

give to public opinion the empty hope that Bazaine

was an evil omen ; the army had unbounded .conf&-
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