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THE HUMORIST AT THE BREAKFPAST TABLE,

student.

1I heard that he opposec
the Vatican, so I suppose tha'
he's banned," I neatly retorted

"Why did he oppose th~
Vatican ? Why ta Liberati'
country, of course."

"Organized a gang of ban
ditti, I guess," said Smari
Aleck. -.

"No," 1 promptly responded, "lhe does not organize tc
any extent. He's a cornetist. Let the merry jest go
round."

IlSuch jokes are enough to kilt anybody," growled th(
Portly Plutocrat.

IlWelt that," 1 replied, Ilwould, af course, depend
tipon the die-jest-ive system. My humor, as a rule, has
such a stimulating effect on the appetite; that a 3eriou~
effect on the tomber market has been predicted if I keep
on."

"lLumber market," said the Heeler. IlWhat are yau
driving at, now? I don't sc the connection."

IlNone of you tumble il Then I suppose an explana-
tion is in orderi"I

"Ves, and an apology," put in the law student.
"I refer, " I said, Ilta .a prospective increase in the

price of board. (Groans.) It may be that an augmented
consumrption of victuals synchronizes, as it were, with my
efforts ta amuse, but it dbcsn't follow that ttieir is any
connection. My own the ôry is that the increased voracity,
of which our good landlady complains, is due ta zn
entirely différent cause." Here I paused ta, allow some-
body ta ask a question. A joke is generally more effec-
tive when brought about in that way.

IlAnd that cause is ? "-said the law student, giving
nie the lead I wantd-

IlAhem-the intensity.of the 'eat."

THE BOOM AT HAWARDEN.
"Mr. Gladstone is of opinion. that Hawarden wilt become

thickly pop.lafed."-D-aily >apcr. i
Ground Élan for the proposed Estate, by Our Own Surveyor.

-Fliltety Folks.
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The point was spailed by that disgusting and entirely
non-receptive Scotchman who, before they had a chance
ta laughi, started in ta argue.

IlYe'rc mistaken a thegither mon, I have always
noticed that hot weather bas jist the contrary effec'
upon the appeteet. A mon disna consume sac
muckle food whan the temperature is warm îvhilk
stans tae reason,. because the system disna need sac
muekie cairbon whilk is one of the maist important
elements o' nutrition. Mon, gin ye wad spcn' your time
readin' solid leeterature an' works o' seance, insteed o'
crackin' eediatic jo *kes, ye wadna talk sac foolishly."

Now therc really is nothing to be donc with a man like
that.

"I don't know about eating, but people drink more
îvhen it-s'ot weather," said Smart Aleck.

This young man is a budding humorist, and as i
.excusable under thé circumstances, bis early efforts are of
a.sornewhat crude description. Having fired off his joke
he.-lapsed inta thought and devoted himself ta ham and
eggs for some minutes. 1 could sec by the îvorking of
hîs features that he %vas struggling with 5omne partly con-
ceived witticism which he could flot wholly elaboratee
Finally he shook his head despairing and -said, Ilit's no
use. 1 ca'it. maniage it."

What il" said I, "lthat egg?"
* No, a joke I tbought af. Follawing up the idea of

the hot wcather and drinking you know-joke on - th 'e
word « beverage '-thought I could bring in thc beaver.
' Why doth the beaver-rage when the weather*s warm,' or
sornething ta that effect. But I can't get it right. You
might perhaps be able ta work it into shape. Beaver-
be-very-no, that w'on't do-beaver age. Why does the
beaver-no, why is weather tike-oh pshaw [-the jake
is there ail right, but I can*t get it just in shape." And
he rase from the table and hied bim forth loaking very
seriaus. He used ta ha a tightsomne and flippant fellow,
but since he bas taken fo punning ha is becoming mare
staid and thoughtful. .Nothing tends ta impart a reflec-
tîve cast ta the features and a grave and solemn demeanor
more than thc cultivation of the joking habit.

OUT OF PLACE.
POOR SMITH (%uho during his ivifc's tcrnporary arbsciicc has had

to givc his hot j*semaid a character) " ,Good tempered, mnadam ? I
sholuld think she was. Wby, she's lived with my wife for six
weeks ! ! , [A nd tht,, shc can in,.


