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Ehe geabest Benst is the Qs the grabest Bied is the Obol ;
T he gravest Fish is the Opster ; the qnbest Wan is the Fool.

TORONTO, SATURDAY, JANUARY 9, 1875.

o Corvespondents and Gonfrihutors.

A. NcK,, Toronto.—Crowded out.

MAX NOBLE—Thanks, Will be happy to hear frotn you agnin.

SaKE.—Hope to hear from yon soon. .

ANONYMOUS.—Many thanks.

% \iV. E. C., Searboro.~Rather too lengthy. Pleuse try again on some of the
iving issnes.

SWINE CooPr, St, Thomas—The lutg firmn of ROE BroTHERS of your town
did not suzgest to the poet MooRE tha idew of writing *T'he Cunadiun Bout
Song,” the refrein of which is “ Row, Brother's Row.” You are wroug in
Jinagining that thonbove named poet evor livod in Venice. Ho was born in
Cork, Ireland ; so your inforniant is wrong as to the DESDEsyoNA aflair.

HISTORXUS, Oakville—MATT. CA3tERON, the Conservutivo candidnte for
Fast Toronto, did not derive his * front” nawefrom his scting asn Matador
in the Bull Right at Madrid. Neither is he nddicted to tippling. It ias the
Hou. GEORGE BiowN who goes in for short horus.

THUNDERER, London, Eug—DBusiness is not as o rule conducted in the
upper sterics of the shopsin * King Street, Toronto, Canada, in winter on
account of the snotw Llocking up the lower dooxs.” A grcat portion of that
seuson udmits of tho usual ingress aud ogress, to wit: by the strect or lower
doors. Wolves and fiery guzclles huve lor the lust few yeurs been very
scarce in the streeta. They soldom now are found south of Yorkville, the
inhabitunts of thut outlying clearing sbooting them for their furs. Wo
learn from ypeople who havo visited that region thut the nutives consider
the fleah of these animils when properly prepured to bo quite gamey.

New Year ‘ Calling.”

BY OURt GOOD NATURED CONTRIBUTOR,

Next to bhaving a * surprise ”” party wheun your wife is sick, I do not
know of anything more tedious and unsatisfactory than New Year
“ calling.” I think, cud I hope I may not Lo deemed uncharitable,
that the practice could be managed much better by postal eard.
From an economical standpoint the saving in strong coffee and weak
wine would be something startling. There is an evident need of re-
form in this dircetion, and it bas been a matter of much surprise to
me that the opportunity has not been seized wupon for the col-
lection of doubtful debts of twelve monihs standing. Then there
would be a mutual interest in the matier, and Che ealled upon could
not very well plead tho usual excuse of not being at home. Tho ealler
as well ns the hostess would not be obliged to fall buck upon the
weather as the soul-absorbiug topic of interest, neither would the
visit be devoid of o certain amount of pleasure, and they could go into
the particulars ** of that little account * and rake up old memories of
dry goods and petty rundries long since laid aside and forgotten—by
the purchaser. The lady’s recollection of how,in that lovely blue
silk, she threw Miss CLEMENTINA PLANTAGANET into the shade at the
Yacht Club Ball would be worth the rominiscence ; even the colleetor,
that much abused individual, would experience a keen plensure—
prineipally in unticipation of how good he’d feel if he could only get
the money for it. But then {hese suggestions are only thrown cut in
a commercial sense.

Tho object of the custom of *“calling” on New Year's day is for a
social exchinnge of good wishes—and seciug how ipuch o men can
cary without staggering. Very often the oxperiment is so clumsily
perforned that ihe experimentalist sinks bencath the weight of his
responsibility. The seutiment may be a pretty one; but by the time
the last « call V' is made it has completely vanished from the mind of
the tourist. Oceasionally an unpleasant contre temps arises as the
following circumstances will illustrate, My friend Towns adopted
2 method in his system of * calling.”” He would say the snme thing
ot every houso be visited, ana it was amusing to sec the serious man-
ver in which his remarks were made. * I wish you o happy new year
Miss So-a¥p-So.  *Delightful weather.” ¢ Yes, coffee, plense.” ~ He
was rather taken nback nt one of the houses where the people were of
homceoputhic tendencies, and who hated coffee ns if it were poison,
Mater-familias frowned, Toatkixs looked embarrassed, and swallowed a
morsel of soda eracker to hide his confusion. A particle caught his
breath and if T hudn'{ punched him in the small of his back his name
would have been among the paid policy list of a prominent life insur.
ance company. To crowm his misfortune Mater-familins thonght
ToMEINs was drnnk and she administered & solemn injunction to her
eight year old son, * not to touch o drop of spirits, not even if it was
to save ma's life.” Young hopeful said ¢ No Ma, I won't,” with so
much carnestness that I fancied I depicted a shade of disappointment
in me’s expression of features. There is nothing like instilling moral
principles 1n children at an carly age.

Another acquaintance of mine, philanthropically inclined, Simson
by name, conceived an original idea of taking advantage of the pene-
rosity of those who invite others *“to look upon the wine when it is
red.” SnisoN placed half-n-dozen empty wine bottles in bis buggy
und at every houso ho called at, where asked to take wine, he pro-
duced o bottle and glass funnel and much to the astonishment of the
lookers-on would transfer the beoverage from the wine glass to the
bottle. In this fashion he succeeded in filling three of sherry and
three of port. After placing new labels upon 1ho bottles he sent them
to the Genornl Hospital “ for the benefit of the sick poor.”” The re-
sult is that two of the patients are in such a critical condition from
partaking of this compound wixture that Simson’s good intentions
may be the means of his compulsory attendance before a Coroner’s
inquest. His gratification at seeing the acknowledgementin print has
been sadly worried.

For the information of the curious I may add that out of a list of
thirty ¢ calls” on the 1st January tea people * thought we’d have
snow soon,” twelve persons * wouldn’t be surprised if we had rain,”
five “thonght it exccedingly mild for the time of ycur,” and three
hadu’t any opiuion on the matter, inasmuch as they * didn’t know.”

Yam of the opinion that New Year * calling” is a sort of socinl
pilgrimage end o very useful institution for groeers and bootmakers—
and who are principally interested in its obscrvance.

The Sad Record of the Mowat Administration,
A CONVENIENT CAMPAIGN SHEET.

For the use of tho friends aud supporters of Her Majesty's Loyal
Opposition i Ontario. Forsalein job lots at the office of Gri{. Being
at claboration of a goldine idea which oceurred to Mr. Roer.
‘WiLgEs, M.P.

A—is for ArcaIF, & cunning old sport,

B—is for Blundering, his principal forte ;

C—is for College, which he built up at Guelph,
D—is for Damask, which he bought for himself;
E—is Economy, the Gov’ment’s pet game,

F—is the the Feuce which illustrates that same;
G—is the Globe which dictates to the Grits,

H—is for Hornoces—the Mail gave him fits ;
I—Independeunce, which Fraskr promotes,
J—Inck-in-Box members who score the Grit votes;
K—stands for Knowledge of Treasury fraud,

L—is for Lagprr who'll spread it abroad;

M~—is McCannrESS who squealed so on NlOwAT,
N—is NarnanineL who on coniracts doth ** go it ;”
Q—is for OLYvER; the Child-like and Bland,

P—is for Proton, which he * don’t understand ;
Q—is the Queer goings-on at the * Farm,”

R—is Redistribution, a scheme fraught with harm ;
S—ia for ¢ Speak-now "—the facts you know well—
T—* Timber Limits *—another big sell
U—stands for Ewing, Mrs, BLang's tardy ally,
V—is for Victory ! Consorvatives, rally!!

W—for WrrLs who decides always Right,

X—the expense—~Croors’ Budget’s o fright !

Y—is for You~vote for BELL, Marr and Prarr,
Z—is for Zero—vote the Grits below that )

Extract fromn Police Magistrate’s Catechism.
ADAPTED TO TORONTO REQUIREMENTS.

Q.—What are the duties of a Police Magistrate ?

A.—TFirst, to adopt that course best enleulsted to benefit the Gov-
ernment employing him. Then be may expect his salary raised.

Q.—How is he to do this ? -

A.~—Liccnse as mwany taverns as possible, so that the incowe to
Govermment may bo the greater. .

Q.—Do not statistics provo that this increasos drinking ?

A~—Don't care. It don't, 1 know better. And if it did, ore
whiskey makes—greater income to Government.

Q.—What is his next greatest duty? . . .

A.—To adopt that course best calculated to keep himself in office.

Q.—How is he to do this ? . .

A—Be impertinent to any one who supports morality, and assist
those whose influcuce is most exerted in elections, 4, e., publicans,
roughs, tavern-frequenters, and the like.

Q.—How lung will they keep him in ? . .

A.—Till the respectable citizens take interest enough in their own
aflairs to manage them.

Q.—And that will be ?

A.—In the millenium.




