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of these islands excited the zeal of enthusiasts, and ‘the cupidity of
speculators, and a plan was set on foot to colonize themn. The Vir-
ginia company sold their right to the islands to one hundred and
twenty of their own members, who erceted themselvesinto a distinet
corporation, under the name of the ** Somer Island Society;” and
Mr. Richard More was sent out, in 1612, as governor, .with.. sixty
men, tofound a colony : and this leads e to the second branch of
this research,

'THE THREE KINCS OF B]'IHIUD A, AND THEIR TREASURE OF

AMBERGRIS.

At the time that Sir George Somers was preparing to launch
his cedar-built bark, and sail for Virginia, there were three culprits
among his men, who had been guilty of capital offences. - One of
them was shot ; the others, named Christopher Carter and Jdward
Waters, escaped.  Waters, indeed, made a very narrow escape, for
he had actually been tied to a tree to be executed, but cut the rope
with a knife, which he had concealed about his person, and fled to
thie woods, where he was joinad by Carter. These two worthies
kept themselves concealed in the secret parts of the i land, until the
departure of the two vessels,  When Sir ‘George Somers revisited

the island in quest of supplies for the Virginia colony, these cul-
pritshovered about the Lmdmg—p].xc(., and succeeded in persuading
another seaman, named Fdward Chard, to join them, giving him
the most scductive pictures of the ease and abundance in which
1hiey revelled. '

When the bark that bore Sir George’s body to England had
faded from the watery horizon, these three vagabonds walked forth
© in their majesty and might, the Jords and sole inhahitants of these
istands. Tlora time their little commonwealth went on prosper-
ously and happily,
of various fruits ; and having plenty of logs, wild fowl, and fish

"They built a house, sowed corn, and the sceds

of all kinds, with turtle in abundance, carried on their tripartite
sovereignty with great harinony and much feasting,
howevet, dre dodmed to revolution, convulsion, or decay; and so it
fared with the empire of the three kings of Bermuila, albeit they
were monarchs without subjects,
after turtle, among the fissures of the rocks, they enme upon a
great tredsure of ambergris, which had been cast on shore by the
ocean,

All kingdoms,
In anevil hour, in their search

Beside a number of pieces of smaller dimensions, there
was onc great mass, the largest that had ever been known, weigh-
ing-ciglity pounds, and which of itself, according to the market va-
Jue of ambergris in those days, was worth about nine or ten thou-
sand pounds |

From that moment, the happiness and harmony of the three
kings of Bermuda were gone for ever.  While poor devils, with
nothing to share’but the common blessings of the island,” which
whministered to present enjoyment, and had nothing of convertibld!
value, they. were loving and united : but here was actual we:ﬂth;
which would make thewm rich men, whenever they could transport

it to o market.

o .Adigu the delights of the island | They now became flat and
insipid.  ach pictured to himself the consequence he might now
aspire to, in civilized life, could lic onee get there with this mass
of ambergris.  No longer n poor Jack Tar, frolicking in the low
taveens of Wapping, he might roll through London in his coach,
and perehance arrive, like Whittington, at the dignity of Lord
Alayor,

With riches came envy and covetousness.  Fach was now for
assuming  the supreme power, and getting the monopoly of the
apbergeis, A civil war at length broke out: Chard and Waters
defied each other to mortal combat, aund the kingdom of the Ber-
nydas was on the peint of being detuged with royal blood.
tunntely, Carter took no part in the bloody feud. Ambition might
Juave'made him view it with seeret exnltation ; for if either or both
of his-brother potentates were slain in the conflict, he would bea
gainer in purs2 and ambergris.  But he dveaded to'be left alone
ju this uninhabited istand, and to find himself the monarch of a
sofitude : so he sceretly purloined and hid the weapons of the belli-
gevent rivals, who, having no means of carrying on the war, gra-
dually cooled down into a sullen armistiee.

For-

"The arrival of Governor More, with an overpowering force of
sitty men, put an end to the empire.  Tle took possession of the
Lingdom, in the name of the Somer Islind Company, and forth-
with proceeded to make a settlement.  The three kings tacitly re-
It

was determined, however, that they had been fitted out at the ex-
pease, and employed in the service, of the Virginia Company ; that

Yinjuished their sway, but stood up stontly for their treasure,

they had found the ambergris while in the service of that company,
and on (hat conapany’s land ; that the ambergris, therefore, belong-
ed to that company, or rather to the Somer Island Company, in
consequence of their regent purchase of the island, and all their
appurtenances.  Iaving thus legally established their right,
heing inorcover able to back it by might, the company laid the
Tion®s paw upon the spoil ; and nothing more remains on historic
record of the Three Kings of Bermuda, and their treasure of am-
bergris.

and

———

‘The reader will now determine whether I am more extravagant
than nrest of the commentators.on Shakspeare, in my surinise that
the story of Sir Gcorge Somers’ shipwreck, and the subsequent
oceurrences that took place on the uninhabited island, may have
fuentslied the bard with some of the clements of his drama of the

Tempest. The tidings of thé shipwreck, and of the incidents con:
nected with it, reached Engiand not long before tlie production of
this drama, and made a gredt sensation there. A narrative of the
whole matter, from which most of the foregoing particulars are ex-
tracted, was published at the time in London, in'a pamphlet form,
and could not fail to be eagerly perused by Shakspeare, and to
make a vivid impression on hisfancy. His expression, in the Tem-
pest, of * the still vext Bermoothes," accords exactly with the
storm-beaten character of those istands. The enchantments, {oo,
with which he has clothed the island of Prozperc, may they not be
traced to the wild and superstitious notions entertained about the
Bermudas? I have already cited twa passages from a pamphlet
published at the time, showing that they were esteemed “ a most
prodigious and inchanted place,” and the “habitation of divells ;”
and another pamphlet, published shortly afterward, observes: “And
whereas it is reported that this land of the Bermuda, with the is-
lands about, (which are many, at least an hundred,) are inchanted,
and kept with evil and wicked spirits, it is 2 most idle and false
report.”*

e description, too, given in the same pampblet, of the real
beauty and fertility of the Bermudas, and of their serene and hap-
py climate, so opposite to the dangerous and inhospitable character
with which they had been stigmatized, accords viith the eulogium
of Sehastian on the island of Prospero :

“ Though this island seem to be desert, uninhabitable, and al-
most inaccessible, it must needs be of subtle, tender, and dclicate
temperament. The air breathes upon us here most sweetly.  Here
is every thing advantageous to life. Ilow lush and lusty the grass
looks! how green !

I think, too, in the exulting consciousness of ease, security, and
abundance, fult by the late tempest-tossed mariners, while revelling
in the plenteousness of the island, and their inclination to remain
there, released from the labours, the cares, and the artificial res-
traints of civilized life, T can sce something of the golden common-
wealth of honest Gonzalo

“ Had I plantation of this isle, my lord,

And were the king of it, what would [ do?

I’ the commonvwealth I would hy contraries
12xecute all things: for no kind of traflie
Would 1 admit ; no name of magistrate ;
Letters should not be known ; riches, poverty,
And use of sc_rvice, none ; contract, succession,
Boury, bound of land, tilth, vineyard, none:
No use of metal, corn, or wine, or oil :

No vccupation 3 all men idle, all
* » * * * L3

All things in common, nature should prod‘uce,

Without sweat or endeavour : Treason, felony,

Sword, pike, knifc, gun, or need of any engine,

Would I not have ; but nature should bring forth,
- Of its own kind, all foizon, all abundance,

To feed my innocent people.”

But above all, in the three fugitive vafmbonds who remained in
possession of the island of Bermuda, on the departure of their com-
rades, and in their quarrel about supremacy, on the tinding of their
treasure, 1 see typified Sebastian, Trinculo, and their worthy com-
panion Caliban:

* Trinculo, the king and all our company being drowned, we
will inherit here.”

* Monster, 1 will kill this man; his daughter and T will be king
and queen, (save our graces ) and Trinculo and thyself shall be
viceroys,”

I do not mean to hold up theincidents and characters in the nar-
rative and in the play as parallel, or as being strikingly similar:
neither would T insinuate that the narrative suggested the play ;
I would only suppose that Shakspeare, being oceupied about that
time on the drama of the Tempest, the main story of whiel, I be-
lieve, is of Italian origin, bad many of the fanciful ideas of it sug-
gested to his mind by the shipwreck of Sir George Somers on the
“still vext Bermoothes,” and by the popular superstitions con-
neeted with these islands, and suddenly put in circulation by that
event.

* Newes from the Bermudas ;" 1612.

COMLETS.

BY WILLIAM MITCHELL, OF XANTUCKET.

There is perhaps no department of astronomical science, connect-
ed with the solar system, of a nature more interesting than that of
Comets, and certainly 70 one which has so nearly defied the re-
Aside from these
bodies, it such they may be called, the greater and the lesser
lights have heen subjected to rigorous weight and measure, and the

scarches and the reasonings of the astronomer,

solar system 1s emphatically the beaten way of the astronomer.
Comets, however, have presented difficulties so insuperable, that in
Iater times the subject seems to have been nearly abandoned in de-
Linpressed foreibly in my youth by the beautiful appear-
ance of the comet of 1867, and, at a riper age, with those of 1811,
1814, 1325, and 1833, visible to the naked eye, and with others,
seen at various periods by telescopic aid, T have been led frequent-
Iy to reflect on the probable nature and physical properties of these
erratic objeets, and especially on that distingnishing appendage,
whieh by common consent is denominated the tail. In looking
over the history of comets, and noting the explanation of the trains,
(with which they are for the most part attended) as given by many

spair.

distinguished astronomers, at périods v;erv rémote from. éach other,
I am constrained to acknowledge, high as the authority ungues- |’
tionably is, that no one has afforded to my mind the slightest satis~
faction. Notwithstanding the ‘great number of writers on this sub-
ject, and the diversity of opinions that have been promulgated,
there appears to have been only two prevailing theories. The more,
ancient of these supposed the tails to be forned by the lighter parts’ ¥
being thrown off by the resistance of the ether through which the
comet passed.. The modern and the mere gencrally -prevailing-
theory is, that these particles are drivert off by the impulsive force -
of the sun's rays. In each of these theories, the tails are supposed
to consist of matter. With regard to the former theory, the sim--
ple fact that the tail precedes the comet in its course through a
portion of its elliptical journey, is a sufficient refutation ; and to af-
ford weight or plausibility to the latter, it is necessary to assume
that the sun “blows heat and cold with the same breath—in other
words, that it attracts and repels with the same modus operandz 1t
we have no evidence of a repulsive force in the sun, to say nothing
of a force sufficient to repel the lighter particles of these bodies to a
distance from the head of the comet, cqual to and sometimes ex-
ceeding 2 hundred million of miles, this theory, to say the least of
it, is laboured and unsatisfuctory. The length cf these trains is fur
Referring to my minutes of the late re-’
turn of Halley’s comet, I find that, at one period, the tail, by di+*
rect vision, subtended an angle of twenty degrees, '
occasions, by oblique visien, more than forty degrecs.

from being exaggerated.

and on some
The tail of
the comet of 1639 is said to exceed sixty-eight derrreeq, antl’? that of
‘the comet of 1680, ninety degrees. Making a proper allowance’
for the faintness of the e\trcmxty of the tail, and the obstruction of
the view by the atmosphbere of the earth, it is by no means unsafe
to conclude that many of them extend some hundreds of millions of
miles from the nucleus of the comet. ' o

In view, then, of the Jast mentioned theory, it is by no means a
matter of surprise that Newton, and with hisn LaPlace and Sir J. .
Herschel, should entertain the opinion that the more remote par-
ticles could never be recalled by the gravitation of the nucleus, ¢ ;md'
that portions of the tails were at cach revolution scattered in space,
and hence that comets were continually wasting. .

Arago, in speaking of the then anticipated return of Halley's
comet in 1835, makes the following remarks :—* It appears proba-
ble, that in deseribing their immense orbits, comets, at each reve-
lution, dissipate in space all the matter which, when they ave near
the perihelion, is detached from the envelope forming the tail ; it ig’
therefore very possible that in time some of them may be eutue]y
dissipated.” But these vmws were Tiot confirmed by the appear~
ance of Halley's comet in 1835, and Arago has with a very becom- .
ing candour acknowledged this fact. ¢ If. the mader,” says he, ,
“will take the trouble to compare what I record of the comet of -
1835, with the circumstances of its former appuntmn, he certainly
will not find in‘this collection of phenomena, the proof that J1al-’
ley’s comet is gradually diminishing. I will even say that if, ina’
matter so delicate, obscrvations made at very ‘different periods of
the year will authorise any positive deduction, that which would
mnst distinctly result from the two passages of 1759 and 1835,
would be that the comet had increased in size during that interval,
I ought to scize with more eagernessthis occasion to combat an er-
ror extensively aceredited, (a belief in the constant wasting away cf
comets) beeause I believe 1 have somewhat contributed to its dis-
semination.” : ‘

The truth is, as I apprehended, that the data on which this con-
jecture was based, are probably false, and the tails of comets, if the
subjeet is properly investigated, will not be found to consist of
matter at all that has the least connection with the comet, but
Jormed by the sun's rays slightly refi acted by the nucleus in trancrsing
the envelope of the comet, and uniting in an infinite number of poznts,
beyond it, throwing a stronger than ordinary light on the ethereal me-
dium, near to or more remote from the comet, as the ray from its rela-
tive position and direction is more or less refracted. - '

It is not important to the truth of this hvpoth(.sns whether the
nucleus be a solid mass or not, so that it be more dense than the:
surrounding nebulosity, nor yet that the tail be projected in an ex-
act line with the radius vector of the sun and comet, so that it
should be nearly so. It is, however, important to its truth, that an
ethergal medium should exist, otherwise the reflection of these
points would be impossible ; also, that the comet should assume the
tail as it approaches the sun, and that it should progressively in~
crease in length and brillianey, the light of the sun increasing in the
proportion of the square of the diminution of the distance ; agais,
that the tail should have a evlindrical and hollow appearance, the
rays of light being at least partially obstructed by the nucleus,
morcover, that the tail should be curved,. by the necessary cffect of
1 apprehend it will be acknowledged that the weight:
of testimony is deeidedly favouralile to the fact that the nuclei of
comets, though they generally resemble planets in form and bril-
lianey, may not be solid or opaque, inasmuch as some are unques-
tionably transparent, and the quantity of matter in all is exceeding-
ly inconsiderable. : .

Drefessor Struve saw a star of the eleventh magnitude through.
the Encke comet ; Sir William Herschel noticed one of the sixth
magnitude through the centre of the comet of 1795 ; and his illys-,
trious son, in a memoir communicated to the Royal Astronomical
Society, mentions that he saw a cluster of stars of the sixteenth
magnitude very near the centre of Bicla’s comet.  Notwithstand::

aberration.

Y



