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"Ont of, say, a thousand men, ail of whom admit
that a certain thing ought to be donc, there may
not be a dozen ready to do it. Through selfish-
ness, or indolence, or timidity, the great multitude
hang back, leaving a little band of resolute, and
entlusiastic, and ready soldiers to carry on the
work. Pehaps, after considerable effort, some of
the armed idlers may be coaxed or frightened into
active helping. But such tardy and conditional
service is worth far less than thait which is freely
and unliesitatingly given. There is ail the differ-
once in the world, as regards both value and effec-
tiveness, between the work of one who cares for
te cause and loves i., and tiat of ont who is only
a hireling ; and also between the loya]ty of huit
who, when called; limediately Icaves ail for the
Master's sake, and that of him who answers 'IJet
me first go and bury iy fatiier.'

"h'e'li Church lias reaclied a point in the history
of the world wien the spirit of readiness is neederd
more sorely than it ever was before. Everything
is rushing in these last days. The. conflict which
Christ entered at the beginning of His mninistry, and
whici His followers have been commissioned to
continue-following whithersoever the irawn and
uplifted 'sword of tle spirit' night point-deepens
ois flie centuries roll on. The wnrfare becomes
more intense as lte final crisis draws near.

"We wvould not, and wve needI not. nagnify tle
perils that confront te Christian arny to-day, er
would we raise any needless cry of alarm for the
safety of Goi's trutih or the perpetuity of His
Church. Still every one wlio has been baptized
ijto soldieishiip fur Christ ought to sec that tis is
no time for resting or for dispting about unessen-
tial things ; but that it is a time for prompt, will-
ing andt unîited action-for heroisrn and.self-devot-
edness and sacrifice. Next to Ie damage and the
sin of wrong-doing comes the crime of doing
nothing ; and of the two the latter inay be more
deadly in ils effect upon the soul. For it vere bet-
ter not to put on ttc armor of GIon tIan, lavinlg
takcin it, to use it as a mere personal adorrment,
or suffer it to gather rust by disuse becau-se the feet
ivere unsiodi with preparediess for tle conflict.

LENT AN) THE WEEK OF PRAXIR.

Ix iakiug the suggestion, whicb we did Iast
v.eek, that the Evangelical Alliance would act
wisen if t chatged the time of its Week of PraYer
frmJanuy to hie Ciîîrc}h's special time of Lent,
and so nalke it a season commoin to all Christians,
We were nlt onfly reprosenting the views of Church
people, but tliose of nnny able and good men
among the various Protestant bodies lu the United
States and elsewihere, who, in the public press, aci
ycar spe-k out with increasing earnestness and force
in favor of thc change. Wlether some among our
Protestant neigibors care to notice it or not, tlre

is a grow-iug feeling in favo of "lte old patlhs' im
prefereuce to lte new ways of modern times, arong
nany of their best minds. It usei to be the cor-

rect thng to keep as far from any approach to
Caholic usage-we don't mean Roman Catholie-
as possible, but now good men in the varions bodies

have coine to sec tiat the saints and martyrs, the
Bishîops and confessors of the first centuries kn-
best, and were guidei by the HLoly Spirit il wlat
they did and ordered. The thoughtful umiinds

among our brethren are coming more and more to
see that the festivals ani seasons of lite Church

werc wisely ordered, not for a past age, but for ail

time, and that the Faith can alone be preserved in

its integrity by a due observance of the Church's


