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T HE: Duchefs 0
A a-mixtureof ¢ e moft haughsygran-
‘deur-and the meanc@ and moft abjeét fla-
_ wery;. between the mof} ayflere. and fre.

quent,.. lhough fhort retreats to the: Car-’

melues,' .and . the ‘moft profang amu(c-

. tsi; between _obfcenity, l;lafphcmy,

. rigr,"and, the, moft ridicylous terrors . of
deéath and-; :the devil, whm fhe was taken
illat the Luxembourg.. .

.She had become pregnant by Rions,t
and was indignant that the world fhould
talk of what the had (defpifed to hide : her
‘pregnancy was arrived at its critis, and
“this; ill prepared by intemperapce, foon

mme dangerous. She now fhut herfelf
~up.ia:a finall range of apartments, with
' Riond, Madam de Mouchy. the real mif-
" tgels-of aramour, apd one or {wo wo-
'g“ov?c:vll)}om fhe could dcpcnd. Nei-

7 thet her fathei;1 nor ‘the duchels of Or- -

"leans were admitted within the doors of
- the'chamber,:and the ladics of  her houfe-
‘" hold:chéfe to abfertthemfelves. volunta-
 ¥ily:from:this myilery of profligacy ; -the

pbyﬁcxans themfelves “crc only admitied ..

r’moments.. .

“the. celebrated’ curate of St-: Selpice, who-
 had-already ‘made himfelf bufy, talked to
«:Ber father of adminiftering the facrament.
: The dnﬂ'\cult; was how o gc: athis daugh-

f. confcscnce, dcclarcd xhat
‘nﬁly_‘rcfufc to admnmﬂer

&in the palace.. This declzration,
e:-aloud, and in_public, 10 the
ynt. — L

unxto ‘moderate his zeal, but finding
mﬂcx:ble, he. propofcd at laﬂ to reler

him- xhe reafons\ot biis- cm\dué‘
ment  was': preﬁ'mg, and_ the
feﬁ'.d hcrfclf,\%durmq :hﬂ dife
acordehtr, ‘herdifc&or. :
cal """who kncwthm thcrc was

" Berry: was hvmg in .

Fits‘and. danger. encuaﬁng, ulnguct, :

ho.was lefs fhockcd thm cmbar-
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fome dxffercncc af rehgnous opnmom be-.
tween the cardinal and curate, hoped to
find the former mose flexiblemhe was

" ‘miftaken 3 the cardinal arrived, the duke

took them both.aflide, and thc conver(a-
tion lafted more than half an hour,
.. As the declaration - of the curate had-
been public, the cardinal, who was arch-
bifhop of Paris, thought proper that - his-
fhould he public toa., All thres approachs
ing‘the company, the cardinal told the
curate in 3 loud veice, that ke had done
his duty with dignity ; thiat he bhad ex-
pected no lefs from his picty and experi-
ence ; thathe approved of the conditions.
hehad made before he adminificred the
facrament ;- that he exhorted him not tg
fhrink, nor to fuffer himfelf to be unpofed
on'in an affair of fuch i xmponancc that if
he wanted authomy, he now by hu own,
as his(uperiour and bithop, enjoined him
not to fufier the duchefs to participate of
fpiritval comfort till M. .de.-Rions and
Mde. de Mouchy were dnfmaﬁ‘cd from
the placc. -

1t iy cafy to J\xdgeof thc eﬁ'c& “this de-

- claration made.an the affembly. prefent, of:

‘the father’s’ embarraffmient, and of the
remours that were inftantly diffeminated.
The quellion was now between -the re-
gent, the- cirdinal, andthe curate, which
of them . fhould curry this refolution to
the duchefs, \who, after her copfeflion,
expefted every moment: to. fee the practt
with the-facrament enter her apartments.
After a fhart convei fation, the duke at 131

it . prefented himfelf-at the -dialf-opened  door.
.ayanmcnts, but whilit lhcy fhould

ol his. daughter; and-.calfed . Mde. "de
Mouchy, to whom,’ fhe'within, he with.
out, he repoited the retolution of the two
eccjeGaflics, -Mouchy, cqually attonithed

“and enraged, began to affert her. charac-

ter.in a hu.h tene, and to dcfc;mc on the
zitront . cffered: by- a- couplckol tanting
pricfls, to herfclf:md hcrmmre&b(o wiom
the meflage, if defivered, .wodfd $be in-
flanteous death. : Findjng, : horfetf, Show-
every- obliged (o convey: ity in lier owa
,manner;- e broughc back ° a dcc'ﬁvc re- -
fufal to the . regent; Mill awaiting at’ the
door,: who carhcd. it 't the. c:zrumal and-

. . , .._,»




